
Secured by God’s Grace 
Coming to Grips with the New You 

Romans 12:3-8 

 

 

Spiritual Maturity Verse of the week: 1 Corinthians 15:10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His 

grace toward me did not prove vain; 

 

Turn in your bibles to Romans 12.  Today our text brings us to yet another very important area of spiritual 

maturity.  The title of my message is “Secured by God’s Grace.”   

 

Over the years as I have been pastoring a congregation, parenting children, and being married to a wife, I have 

gradually come to believe that one of the most debilitating tools of the enemy to the work of God in our lives is 

the issue of insecurity.  Insecurity makes one’s world self-centered rather than God-centered.  He is a master at 

fueling both a mentality of pride, selfishness, as well as self-criticism or what people call low self-esteem.  All 

of that is self-centered.  And it’s the way we live life in the world…. 

 

That is ….until the gospel gets to us and in us.  Once God rescues us from the world and into His family by His 

great mercy, then the center of our life changes, and the mission changes, and the direction and purpose of our 

resources change. 

 

But this is a growth process.  Actually going from self-centered to God-centered doesn’t happen overnight.  

And some Christians get stuck because, quite honestly, we sometimes want to be in God’s family, but still focus 

on ourselves.  It is the proverbial straddling of the fence. 

 

Christians who remain pre-occupied with self are not able to give generously because it puts off their wants.  Or 

they need their money to buy things which prop up their image.  It keeps us from becoming servants to others as 

well as to God.  But those who have become mature have also become secure and do not need to have people 

think more highly of them, or do not need to convince themselves of their value in the world, because they are 

more interested in God being valued and glorified. 

 

One of the greatest blessings of the gospel is that it has tremendous potential to restore a sober minded 

estimation of our value and place in God’s world.  After we have been beat up and beat down by our sin; after 

we have been buried in our shame and guilt; after the enemy has stripped us of our value and other fallen people 

have compared us to others either negatively or positively; the gospel elevates me to my proper place. 

 

Let’s read our text and explore the third command or exhortation that flows from the gospel of grace. 

 

Romans 12:3-8 (NASB)   For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more 

highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each 

a measure of faith. 4For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same 

function, 5so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 6And since 

we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, 

according to the proportion of his faith; 7if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8or he who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 

with cheerfulness.  

 

Now what we must first of all realize about this text is that the section on gifts doesn’t have as its primary aim 

encouraging the deployment of a gifts-based church.  The discussion of the gifts in vs. 4-8 is the explanation of 

v. 3.  It is the demonstration of a sober self-assessment.   

 



Anyone who either thinks more highly or not highly enough about themselves is going to struggle with the 

whole idea of stewardship of God’s resources.   

The proud struggle with working as a body because they feel the need to be in prominence above others. 

Those plagued by too low of self value struggle with the confidence to step forward and serve with their gifting.   

 

And all of this perverted, unsound thinking stems from a mind that has not yet been renewed and secured by the 

gospel of God’s grace. 

 

Until or unless we have a sober assessment of ourselves, we will merely be serving ourselves or comparing 

ourselves to others -- advancing ourselves, protecting ourselves and what we have.   

 

Turn back with me to the end of Romans 11, if you would.  Vs. 33-36 is a doxology of praise.  It is Paul’s 

exuberant praise to God in response to the great mercies of the gospel, which he has expounded upon for 11 

chapters.  And most recently the mercies of sovereign election in Chapters 8-11. 

 

Those chapters all proclaim the following theme: we who are in Christ are so because God has graciously and 

mercifully and sovereignly chose us, apart from us doing anything good or bad.  God granted us faith; God 

granted us repentance; God granted us forgiveness; God granted us the Holy Spirit; God granted us adoption!  

 

Now the doxology…  Romans 11:33-36(NASB)    Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 

knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34For WHO HAS KNOWN 

THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS COUNSELOR? 35Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE 

PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN? 36For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory 

forever. Amen.  

 

At the foot of the cross there is neither room for pride nor low self-esteem.   

 

Pride denies that our gifts come to us unmerited by God’s grace through the cross. 

Low self-esteem says the cross is insufficient to make me equally valuable in and to the body of Christ. 

 

Both therefore make too little of the gospel, distort grace, cheat the body of Christ, and diminish ministry.  So 

this passage is here to right the ship in the water, so to speak.  To secure us in a God-centered worldview in 

order to free us to serve His kingdom joyfully. 

 

 

Truths that secure: 

 

Truth #1: God has determined our allotment of faith/gifting. (Vs. 3 & 6) 

 

God has treated us all the same.  And what is different between us has nothing to do with our value.  It has to do 

with Him strengthening the church. 

 

Romans 12:3,6 “God has allotted to each a measure of faith…. we have gifts that differ according to the grace 

given to us” 

 

It is our ego and our need for approval that makes us jealous of what someone else has or proud of what we 

have.  This is how the flesh distorts and perverts the good thing God has done and is doing in and through us. 

 

Sober judgment rights the ship to a place of health.  Sober judgment gets us focused back on God, instead of 

preoccupied with ourselves. 

 

  



Truth #2: God has made us all parts of a whole. (v. 5) 

 

Rom 12:5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

 

As recipients of the mercies of God through the gospel, we are all a small part of something really big.   

 

As soon as we get into preoccupation with self, we move away with “body thinking”.  We focus on the part we 

are, or the part we aren’t that we wish we were.  But God wants us to be focused on the whole of which we are a 

part, and rejoice in that.   

 

“Whole thinking,” rather than “part thinking,” is a mark of maturity in us.  So let’s grow out of “part thinking” 

and into “whole thinking”.  And when the enemy gets you into a part thinking mode, recognize it for what it is. 

It’s divisive and debilitating, both for you and for the body. 

 

 

Truth #3: We are all responsible to serve with our gifts.  (vs. 6-8) 
 

6And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly: if 

prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 
8or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who 

shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

 

What Paul is saying here is this:  Instead of focusing on what part you are or how you compare to others, just 

put who God made you to be into play.  This is a stewardship issue. 

 

Gifts and abilities and resources come from God, therefore we are responsible to God to put them into play.  

When we forget where they come from, that’s when we get thinking that our gifts have something to do with us.  

And we either think we’re better than others or we think God can’t use my gift.  Truth #1 and 2 make 3 easy.  

But if you don’t get 1and 2, then 3 becomes a problem. 

 

Spiritually mature people don’t grumble because they aren’t getting the lime light, nor freeze because they fear 

failure.  Spiritual maturity is recognizing what God has given us and giving back to Him for His glory.     

 

 

Conclusion:  Do you need to surrender your way of thinking about yourself today?  Will you affirm these truths 

with me out loud together right now? 

 I am what I am by the grace of God! 

 I have been chosen and gifted by God! 

 God wants my gifts in the game! 

 God Loves Me! 

 God Loves Me! 

 God Loves Me! 

 God has adopted me into His family! 

 God has meaningful work for me to do for Him! 

 

If you are not serving God in some capacity as a part of a whole, will you commit to God today to begin 

praying and thinking and exploring ways to do that?  Let’s pray. 


