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[call to worship] introduce 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 with God’s love letter from “The Crown and the 
Glory of Christianity” by Thomas Brooks page 19. 
 
[Scripture Introduction] We are in Revelation 20 this morning. 
 
[Scripture Reading]  
 
[Prayer for illumination] 
 
[Sermon Introduction] 
original copy,  Act naturally, Death benefits, Airline Food, Good grief, Government organization,  
synthetic natural gas. 
What do all of these things have in common? 
Clearly misunderstood, taped live, temporary tax increase, rap music, freezer burn, Postal Service. 
 
These are all what people might call an oxymoron. 
What is an oxymoron?  An oxymoron is a figure of speech that combines contradictory terms and 
somehow they communicate a message. 
  
We find oxymorons everywhere don’t we? 
golf- Metal woods 
military- Army intelligence (at least I didn’t say marine intelligence) 
computers- “Microsoft works” 
relationships- “happily married” not really 
 
So it shouldn’t surprise us that we find oxymorons in the religious sphere too. 
John Calvin called the Roman Catholic Church an oxymoron. 
Can you see why?  Catholic means universal, yet Roman limits it to those which hold to the teachings of 
Rome.  So its universal but limited? 
 
Here’s another religious oxymoron.   
Dead orthodoxy 
 
Ever heard that term?  One blogger said this. “Dead orthodoxy appears to happen in confessional 
churches where the confession is still honored officially but most of the people lack any fruit.” 
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When I’ve heard this term I have usually heard it in in the context of someone thinking that doctrine is 
bad and churches that teach doctrine are old and stiff, and not exciting and relevant.   
 
But when I hear that about a church, I have to wonder whether that church is really orthodox. 
 
What is orthodoxy after all?  
 
R. Scott Clark of Westminster Seminary California said this about orthodoxy.  Orthodoxy simply means 
"right thinking" or "right worship." Thus, "dead orthodoxy" is an oxymoron. One cannot be truly 
orthodox and spiritually dead. Only when we've stopped believing the historic faith does it become 
dead. Not surprisingly, it was Schleiermacher who first described orthodoxy as dead. Trinitarian 
orthodoxy is, however, as subtle and exciting a truth as anyone would ever wish to meet. Our faith is full 
of mystery, wonder and the smell of life, not death. 
 
Then He added the wonderful little statement.  “Nor should orthodoxy be condemned because it has 
sometimes been taught badly. I once had a disagreeable plate of hash browns at 3:00 AM in Idaho. I 
have not, however, given up on hash browns simply because some fry cook once ruined them.” 
 
Do you see why dead orthodox is an oxymoron?  The two words cannot fit together.  If you are 
orthodox, you believe the historically agreed upon teaching of the Bible, and your faith is in Christ Alone, 
and you are alive. 
 
However, you are dead, spiritually dead, and soon to be physically dead and eternally dead, if you do 
not accept and rest upon Christ alone as your savior from sin and the wrath of God that your sin 
deserves. 
 
Can there really be dead orthodoxy?  The answer is absolutely no.  If a church is dead it is because it is 
no longer orthodox.  And if a church is orthodox, then there is life in that church. 
 
No life? there’s no orthodoxy!  Orthodoxy? Life! 
 
Orthodoxy is life! 
 
That is what this passage teaches us this morning.  This passage is such an encouragement to the saints 
precisely because it reminds us of the glorious life we have in Christ right here, right now, but also in the 
eternal hereafter! 
 
Remember why this book of Revelation was revealed.  It was given as an encouragement to the saints.  
Revelation 1:3, “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.” 
 
Remember, when John recorded Revelation, the church in Asia Minor was just beginning to enter into a 
time of severe persecution.  All of the other apostles had already been killed for their faith.  And even in 
Asia Minor, Antipas had been martyred.  There was a question facing the early church.  Is Christ the 
Lord?  Is He really the Lord of glory who reigns omnipotently?  
 
If not then Christianity is a waste of time.  But if He is, then what’s going on right now?  So Jesus gives 
this Revelation to second generation saints in order to encourage them.   Revelation reveals the 



consequences of Christ’s victory on the Cross.   What are the consequences of Christ’s victory?  *see 
outline slide] 
 
1. Jesus is alive and so He knows what is happening in his church. (chapters 1-3) 
2. He is alive not only does he know of the persecution, but He even allows it in order to purify and grow 
His church. (Chapters 4-7) 
3.Because He is alive, He is warning people to cease their rebellion or they will not participate in His 
resurrection. (chapters 8-11) 
4. Because He is alive, He has won the real battle. (Chapters 12-14) 
5. Because He is alive, He will bring judgment on those who rebel against Him. (Chapters 15-16) 
6. Because He is alive, He will judge his enemies, those powers that persecute His people and the 
powers that seek to seduce his Bride. (Chapters 17-19) 
7. Because he is alive, He will judge Satan, and He will usher in His eternal kingdom. (Chapters 20-22) 
 
This is what the Cross accomplished, not Armageddon, but the cross.  And we have been blessed to see 
the consequences of this victory right now as Christ’s kingdom continues to advance 2000 years the 
apostles. 
 
For example, last week, we saw that one of the consequence of Christ’s victory on the cross was that 
Satan is now bound.  He is bound, not from doing all sorts of evil, He is still a mad dog on a chain and he 
will do damage in the sphere he is allowed to roam.   But he is on a chain and he has been restricted.  He 
is bound so that He can no longer deceive the nations.  Christ’s word is going out and Satan can’t stop 
Him.  Christ’s kingdom is advancing.  So the church today stands as a witness to the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom. 
 
But do you know what else we have in common with the recipients of the Revelation, besides being 
witness to the advancement?  
 
We are in the same situation as the recipients of this book.   We were not eyewitnesses to Scripture, yet 
we have God’s Word.  The Church here in America is under attack, it always has been, but now it is 
becoming more overt.  The churches in America are as messed up as the churches in Asia Minor were.  
The only thing we haven’t had like they did was someone martyred by the government because of their 
faith.   All of the bad things in the 7 churches we have in the church in America.  The good news of Jesus 
Christ is being forsaken here in America even as it was back then. 
 
So the question facing the church today is the same question facing the church back then.  Is Jesus Lord?  
Are the historic Orthodox teachings of salvation by grace alone, through faith alone, because of Christ 
alone, revealed in and based on Scripture alone, and all to the glory of God alone, is that historic, 
orthodox teach worth holding on to? 
 
[Proposition] 
I say yes.  Absolutely yes, because, orthodoxy is life.   If you deny orthodoxy, for instance if you deny, not 
be ignorant, but actually deny what is taught in the Apostles’ Creed, the conclusion is that you are not 
alive in Christ.  If you deny any of the 12 points, you are not a Christian.  If you deny orthodoxy, you are 
spiritually dead, because orthodoxy is the summation of the doctrine of Christ and therefore the 
doctrines of life. 
 



So, what orthodoxy do we find in our passage? How does our passage today encourage saints to live for 
Christ and how does our passage call sinners to repentance and faith. 
 
I see three ways, though of course there could be more.  But, I want to point our only three of the 
orthodoxies or doctrines of the resurrection. 
 
[MP1] First, we find the orthodox teaching of the supremacy of Christ.  Verse 4. [Read verse 4] 
 
Simply put, in this verse we have people coming to life and reigning with Christ.  The question that 
immediately faces us is this.  “If people are coming to life and reigning with Christ, then when and where 
is Christ reigning?”   
 
The first clue we have to answering this question is found in the first sentence.  “Then I saw thrones.” 
If you do a word study on thrones in the book of revelation, you will find that the singular ‘throne’ is 
used 43 times in 35 verses and it is only used in two ways.  It refers to God’s throne, or Christ’s throne, 
which is always in heaven, 40 out of the 43 times.  The other three times throne is used it refers to 
Satan’s or the beasts. 
 
But here is where it gets really interesting.  When you look at ‘thrones’ plural you find it is used 4 times 
in three verses.  4:4, 11:16, 20:4.  Aside from our verse, the context of thrones is always that of the 24 
elders –who  represent the church-- sitting on their thrones—around the throne of God – IN HEAVEN. 
 
The only time we find a throne on earth is when it is Satan’s.  Why is this important?   Because, it tells us 
where Christ is reigning.  Jesus is sitting on his throne in heaven!  And what is He doing? 
 
He is subduing the world through the power of his Word.  The same Word that binds Satan and prevents 
him from deceiving the nations is the same Word that is advancing His kingdom here and now! 
 
Consider what Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:24-25 
“Then comes the end, when he [Jesus] delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power.  25  For He must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. “ 
 
Paul is not speaking about some future reign of Christ.  He is talking about the reign of Christ here and 
now!  Paul is talking about Christ subduing all of His enemies. 
 
Now listen to what the writer of Hebrews adds to this.  Hebrews 2:7-8, “You made him for a little while 
lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor, 8  putting everything in subjection 
under his feet." Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At 
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. “ 
 
This is a description of the reign of Christ that John is seeing in Revelation.  This is not a future 
millennium, but this is the reality of the world right now.  This is exactly what the parallel passage in 
Revelation 12 says.  
 
Revelation 12:9-10 “ And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the 
devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him. 10  And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation and the 



power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God.” 
 
Christ is reigning now.  He is on His throne in heaven now, subduing and punishing his enemies. 
 
Now in order to illustrate what a great assurance and encouragement this is to Saints now, I want you to 
consider the opposite.   
 
What if these thrones referred to earthly thrones?  What if these thrones are representative of an 
earthly/physical kingdom set up by Christ?  Wouldn’t that then mean that Christ is not reigning now? 
 
And if He is not reigning now, then what did the cross accomplish?  If the cross did not begin the reign of 
Christ, then what will?  He defeated the greatest and last enemy death at the cross – says 1 Corinthians 
15:26.  If that wasn’t good enough to establish His kingdom, then nothing is. 
 
So let me tell you, that if Christ is not reigning now, I’m sunk.  I give up.  If Christ is not reigning now, 
then we are fighting an impossible battle against Satan, the culture, and our own sin.  Why not just 
switch sides and join the winning team if Jesus isn’t winning now!  If Christ didn’t actually win on the 
cross, then He isn’t winning now.  Why persevere in faith in a man who is not the Lord He claimed to be? 
 
Paul says in 1Corinthians  15:19  “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to 
be pitied.”  We could go the other direction with that too.  If in Christ we only have hope for the next 
life, we are people to be most pitied. 
 
But as it is, Christ is supreme.  He is on his throne.  He is subduing his enemies. He is reigning in 
righteousness and holiness.  His kingdom is advancing.  And those who belong to the kingdom that have 
died, they have come to life again and they are with Christ even right now.  And where are they now?  
They are where they cannot be touched again by sin, or by Satan or by death. 
 
[MP2]  And this brings me to number 2.  Not only is the supremacy and current reign of Christ orthodox, 
but the righteous judgment of eternal damnation and punishment by Christ upon unrepentant sinners is 
also orthodox. 
 
Look with me at verse 5 and I want you to put parentheses around just the first part. [Read verse 5]. 
“The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.”   
 
Who are the dead?  In the book of Revelation, john has a way of introducing something that he will later 
go on to explain.  That’s what John just did in this sentence.  He has introduced us to the term, “The 
dead.”  Now, skip down to verses 12-15. Here John explains the term.  [read 12-15]  Who are the dead?  
They are the ones whose names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life.  And what happens when 
Christ’s kingdom advancement is complete? Judgment.   
 
This passage is in answer to a question that was asked way back in chapter 6:9. “When he opened the 
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
witness they had borne.  10  They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how 
long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 
 



The question the martyrs were asking was “Are you a Holy Lord and will you judge righteously?”  And 
Christ’s answer was Yes but He judges in his own time.  Now we come to chapter 20 and we see that at 
the end of the 1000 years, at the completion of the advancement of Christ’s kingdom, it is now Christ’s 
time to judge them.  So the dead are raised, not to life, but to the second death as verse 14 says.  And so 
those who have been deceived by Satan, those who have followed after the beast, those who have 
rebelled against Christ, those who have not confessed faith in Christ alone, they will be eternally 
punished.  They will be held accountable. 
 
Why is this doctrine of eternal punishment an encouragement to the saints?  It is the affirmation that He 
is truly righteous in His judgments.  It reveals He is true to His Word.  Which is the only reason we are 
saved!  If God’s judgments weren’t righteous, we would have no hope because there would be no 
guarantee that God’s judgment on Christ was sufficient.  Again, I have to say that we are saved because 
of the justice of God. 
 
But this is also a warning to the sinner.  Christ is going to hold you accountable.  When you die, you will 
not be given another chance to repent.  Hebrews 9:27, “it is appointed for man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment.” 
 
Elsewhere Paul says in 2 Corinthians 6:1-2 , “we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 2 
For [God] says, "In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you." 
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 
 
Our time here on earth is not simply the warm-up for eternity.  This is the real contest and there is 
nothing else to follow it except our eternal destinies. 
 
If you deny the teaching of Christ’s righteous judgment upon unrepentant sinner, then you are in grave 
danger of eternal punishment yourself.  Why? Because, if you deny that unrepentant sinners go to hell, 
then you are denying the necessity of the cross for salvation.   If you deny the necessity of the cross then 
you are in affect denying your own need for a savior. 
 
Thus, to deny this orthodox teaching that unrepentant sinners go to hell is to deny life.  But to affirm 
orthodoxy, to affirm that Christ judges righteously and punishes eternally, is to affirm that I need a 
Savior. 
 
[MP3] And this takes us to #3. Look with me at the rest of our text.  “This is the first resurrection.” That 
refers back to verse 4, because verse 5 was parenthetical.  Now verse 6.  “Blessed and holy is the one 
who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.” 
 
This third point of orthodoxy, or the doctrine of the resurrection, is the eternal security of the believer.  
Those who partake of the first resurrection will not be subject to the second death.  And John defines 
the second death for us down in verse 14.  The second death is eternal death.  It is hell.  So those who 
have a part in the first resurrection will not go to hell. 
 
What is the first resurrection and how do we participate, or share in it? 
 
We go back to 1 Corinthians 15.  The context of 1st Corinthians 15 is the Christian.  What happens to the 
believer when he dies?  The all here in these verses refer to all Christians.  Co 15:22  For as in Adam all 



die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  23  But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at 
his coming those who belong to Christ. 
 
When Paul uses the term firstfruits, he is not speaking chronologically.  Jesus was not the first person to 
come back from the dead.  Not only are there a couple of examples in the OT but Christ himself raised 
several people from the dead before He was crucified.  Firstfruits is not a chronological term, 
authoritative term.  It refers to authority and preeminence, and as I have already said back in point 1 
supremacy.  Christ is the firstfruits because He is the head of all have life.   He is Supreme.   
 
So the resurrection we have to share in if we want to avoid the second death is Christ’s resurrection. 
 
This is what Paul says about Christians in a number of places.   
 
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.” 
 
Col 3:1  “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.” 
 
John even says this same thing himself in his gospel.  Listen to what Jesus said in John 5:24-29.   
 
24  Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He 
does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.  
25  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.  
26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself.  
27  And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man.  
28  Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  
29  and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil 
to the resurrection of judgment. 
 
So the believer, the person who participates in the resurrection of Christ is not going to participate in 
the second death. 
 
But here is the final question.  How do we participate in the first resurrection? Listen to what Paul says 
in Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
Eph 2:1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  
Eph 2:2  in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience--  
Eph 2:3  among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  
Eph 2:4  But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  
Eph 2:5  even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you 
have been saved--  
Eph 2:6  and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, [this is 
the resurrection that Revelation speaks of] 



Eph 2:7  so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.  
Eph 2:8  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this [faith] is not your own doing; it is the 
gift of God,  
Eph 2:9  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  
Eph 2:10  For we are whose workmanship?  Christ’s.  and we were created in who for good works?  
Christ Jesus., which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 
 
Our participation in the resurrection of Jesus Christ is by grace and grace alone.  Apart from the grace of 
God we were dead in our sins.  We were unwilling and unable to come to Christ.  Yet according to His 
grace, we who trust in Christ have been raised to the newness of life in Christ. 
 
And therefore, if our Salvation is according to grace, and not our works, then not only do our works not 
save us, but neither do they condemn us.  If God saved us by grace, then by grace He will preserve us. 
 
And notice what we are preserved to do.  We are raised in the newness of life to be priests before God 
and Christ.  What does a priest do?  Above all else, He worships.  He lives for the glory of the Divine.   
 
We are not raised with Christ to go on sinning.  Heaven forbid says Paul.  But we are raised to eternal life 
so that we may worship and enjoy our Savior.  Of this eternal worship, we get to participate in it now.   
 
Peter, a few verses after writing this, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 
to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead,” a chapter later this he writes this,  
 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  10  Once 
you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy.” 
 
This is the security of the believer.  The resurrection of Christ is the guarantee that those who died with 
Christ will be raised with Christ.  This is orthodoxy and this is life. 
 
[Conclusion]  Do you see it? 
 
The historic orthodox teaching is this.  Jesus Christ is sovereign.  He reigns supreme.  His plans cannot be 
thwarted.  His kingdom will prevail.  Not even the gates of hell can stand against Him.  And all of his 
enemies will be defeated.  He will judge them righteously and condemn the accordingly.  But blessed are 
those who participate in the life, death and resurrection of Christ by faith. 
 
For we are saved by grace alone through faith alone, because of Christ alone, based upon Scripture 
alone and for God’s glory alone.  This is orthodoxy.  
 
To deny this is to deny life.  But to claim this, to live by this, is to live by faith in Jesus as your Lord, your 
Savior and your God. 
 
1Pe 1:25, “The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word of the Lord remains forever." And this 
word is the good news that was preached to you.  


