
When the Darkness Fights Back 
Acts 19:21-41 

Main Point:

When the darkness fights back, take courage in the kingly reign 
of your Savior.


1. The darkness does not like to be confronted with the light of 
Christ.


2. Because the gospel dethrones the false gods of darkness.


3. Because the gospel objects to the false identities of 
darkness.


4. But this shouldn’t stop you from confronting the darkness 
because Jesus is King over all.


Derek Thomas “The seed of the Serpent saw something that 
seriously threatened his own kingdom and did what was 
instinctive - exploding in irrational rage against the Light.”


Acts 17:29 29 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we 
ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or 
stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. (NKJV)


Isaiah 44:16-18 16 He burns half of it in the fire; With this half he 
eats meat; He roasts a roast, and is satisfied. He even warms 
himself and says, "Ah! I am warm, I have seen the fire.” 17 And 
the rest of it he makes into a god, His carved image. He falls 
down before it and worships it, Prays to it and says, "Deliver 
me, for you are my god!” 18 They do not know nor understand; 
For He has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, And their 
hearts, so that they cannot understand. (NKJV)


Dennis Johnson “So crass a motive as monetary profit had to 
be hidden behind one that would arouse the ardor of the whole 
Ephesian populace. Therefore Demetrius closed by raising the 
specter that Paul’s insults could rob their world-renowned deity 
of her rightful majesty.”


Derek Thomas “[Demetrius’] resort to cultural identity was a 
master stroke. There was a collective sense of identity about 
the Ephesians that distinguished them from the inhabitants of 
every other city. They were proud of their city, their heritage, 
and their customs.”


Ephesians 1:22-23 22 And He put all things under His feet, and 
gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is 
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. (NKJV)



