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The Joys of the Righteous 

 
September 29, 2019 

 
Sermon Text:  Psalm 32:10-11 
 
Scripture Reading:  2 Corinthians 4 
 
 

Psalm 32:10  Many are the sorrows of 
the wicked, but steadfast love 
surrounds the one who trusts in the 
LORD.   

(11)  Be glad in the LORD, and 
rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, 
all you upright in heart! 

deliverance. Selah   

 
Last time we considered the sorrows of 
the wicked – or actually just a few of 
many examples of their sorrows. 
Another sorrow, for instance, is their 
blindness as we have already heard 
about in 2 Corinthians 4: 
 

2Co 4:3-4  And even if our gospel is 

veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing.  (4)  In their case the god of 
this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. 

 
The wicked, you see, have a rather 
incredible disconnect in their minds. 
You see it again in Romans: 
 

Rom 1:32  Though they know God's 
righteous decree that those who 
practice such things deserve to die, 
they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them. 

 
This, I suspect, is due to the blindness 
that has been effected in them by 
Satan. So as they party on in sin and 
suffer the inevitable effects in their 
lives, they just keep right on with it all. 
And this can only be due to a blindness 
in them that hides what Paul calls “the 
glory of Christ” in the good news of 
His salvation.  Anyone who chooses 
the world and sin and rebellion against 
God is evidencing that they are blind 
to the joys of the righteous which 
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could be theirs if only they would 
humble themselves and repent and 
believe in Christ.   
 
Well, this morning then we want to 
consider, in contrast to the sorrows of 
the wicked, the joys of the righteous.   
 
If you have been a Christian very long, 
it is probably that you don’t think very 
much about just how incredible your 
salvation in Christ is. We tend to 
forget what it was like before we knew 
Christ.  It’s true, right? My sins are 
forgiven, I am justified before the 
Lord, I have been adopted as His son 
and heir – but somehow in this present 
life it is quite difficult for us to really 
get a handle on the magnificence and 
glory of all this.  Someday we will, but 
for now we need to be reminded.  So 
let’s spend some time doing that right 
now: 
 
Joy #1 – Once I was Blind… 
 

Pro 4:18-19  But the path of the 
righteous is like the light of dawn, 
which shines brighter and brighter 
until full day.  (19)  The way of the 
wicked is like deep darkness; they do 
not know over what they stumble. 

 
In contrast to the wicked who are so 
blinded by the devil that they cannot 
even compute the fact that their sin is 
what is causing them to stumble and 

their life to be messed up, the 
righteous travel in life down a path that 
is getting brighter and brighter and 
brighter.  
 
When we were regenerated and saved 
by Christ, it was like the sun rising at 
dawn. The lights came on and that sun 
just keeps rising and rising so that we 
see more and more clearly.  
 
I have a friend who just had cataract 
surgery and her vision went from 
blurry and increasingly obscured, to 
crystal clear. So it is spiritually when 
the Spirit of Christ gives us a new 
heart and mind – eyes to see Christ in 
His glory.   
 
And this thing is joyous.  
 

Joh 9:25  He answered, “Whether he is 
a sinner I do not know. One thing I do 
know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 

 

2Co 3:18  And we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 
are being transformed into the same 
image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord 
who is the Spirit. 

 

Joh 8:12  Again Jesus spoke to them, 
saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of 
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life.” 

 

Act 26:16-18  But rise and stand upon 
your feet, for I have appeared to you 
for this purpose, to appoint you as a 
servant and witness to the things in 
which you have seen me and to those 
in which I will appear to you,  (17)  
delivering you from your people and 
from the Gentiles—to whom I am 
sending you  (18)  to open their eyes, 
so that they may turn from darkness 
to light and from the power of Satan 
to God, that they may receive 
forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in 
me.’ 

 
All of us were born into this world, 
blind. And if you are here this morning 
or listening somewhere else and you 
do not know Christ, then you are still 
blind. Your blindness is worse than 
any physical blindness because it is a 
darkness thrown over you by Satan 
himself. You see this here in Acts - 
…turn from darkness to light and from 
the power of Satan to God.  
 
But when Christ saved us, He literally 
spoke that same powerful creative 
word: Let there be light. And the lights 
came on in your mind so that for the 
first time you could see.  
 

Now think this through. Don’t you see 
it working itself out in your 
sanctification? 
 
But the path of the righteous is like the 
light of dawn, which shines brighter 
and brighter until full day. 
 
How often do we find ourselves saying 
in regard to some Scripture – “Oh! So 
that is what that means. I never saw 
that before!”  The things of Christ are 
not only visible to us, they are 
becoming increasingly visible as the 
Light in us increases.   
 
Not so the wicked. This joy is 
something they know nothing of: 
 

Mat 6:22-23  “The eye is the lamp of 
the body. So, if your eye is healthy, 
your whole body will be full of light, 
 (23)  but if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If 
then the light in you is darkness, how 
great is the darkness! 

 
 
Joy #2 – The Full Light of Day – 
Summer is Coming 
 

1Jn 3:2  Beloved, we are God's 
children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. 
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What is this increasing light?  This 
clearer and clearer sight? It is the 
increasing ability in us to see Christ.  
 

1Co 13:12  For now we see in a mirror 
dimly, but then face to face. Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I have been fully known. 

 
This full light of day that is coming is 
the day when we see Christ Himself 
face to face in His full glory. Right 
now we have been given eyes to see 
Him, to see some of His glory, but in 
this present life all the light that the 
Christian experiences is not the 
fullness of day. It is like a perpetual 
dawn – yes, growing brighter and 
brighter – but nevertheless we will not 
see the full light of Christ’s beauty and 
glory until we are with Him, and 
probably we should say, until the day 
of our resurrection and the restoration 
of the entire creation. 
 
And it is a joyous thing – a thing that 
we can rejoice in – to know with 
certainty that this full light of day is 
coming.   
 
Perhaps an illustration. All of us who 
live here on the Oregon coast know 
that the winters can be dark and gray. 
Solid dark cloudy skies, rain, rain, and 
more rain, dark at 5PM and so on. At 
that time of year we look forward to 
Spring and Summer when it stays light 

until 9PM or so.  Lots of people in fact 
spend their winters in the South where 
the light is.   
 
The Christian has the joy right now of 
seeing Christ – the Light of the World. 
Of understanding and appreciating His 
glory to some degree. But it is still 
winter, we might say. Summer is 
coming, it is here in part, but not yet in 
fullness.   
 
Now to appreciate this joy of the 
coming full day – consider once again 
the state of the wicked.  Where are 
they now and where are they headed? 
 

Mat 22:11-14  “But when the king 
came in to look at the guests, he saw 
there a man who had no wedding 
garment.  (12)  And he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless.  (13)  Then the king 
said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand 
and foot and cast him into the outer 
darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  (14)  
For many are called, but few are 
chosen.” 

 
Their destiny – eternal darkness.  This 
is what we have been rescued from and 
that is something so wonderful that we 
can only wonder at it now. Our joy is 
that we have been delivered from that 
darkness, and given eyes to see Christ, 
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the Light of the world.  And that the 
great day of Summer is coming.  For 
now it is just the dawn, but the Sun is 
rising.   
 

Mat 4:16  the people dwelling in 
darkness have seen a great light, and 
for those dwelling in the region and 
shadow of death, on them a light has 
dawned.” 

 
Joy #3 – Forgiveness of Sins 
 

Rom 8:1  There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 

 
You entered this world on death row. 
And you entered this world cursed, cut 
off from God.  Condemned.  
 

Gal 3:13  Christ redeemed us from the 
curse of the law by becoming a curse 
for us—for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 

 
But Christ became cursed for us. He 
was condemned for us. He was cursed 
by God and He was condemned by 
God on the cross.   
 
Now, what Scripture does so often to 
show us our joy in Christ is to contrast 
the joy of the righteous with the 
sorrow of the wicked.  See it?  You 
were cursed but now your are blessed 

heirs. You were condemned but now 
you are justified.  All of this is part of 
what it means to have our sins 
forgiven. The charges against us have 
not only been dropped, they have been 
punished and paid for by Someone 
else.  So perfectly that God doesn’t 
consider them at all anymore: 
 

Psa 103:10-13  He does not deal with 
us according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities.  (11)  For 
as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so great is his steadfast love 
toward those who fear him;  (12)  as 
far as the east is from the west, so far 
does he remove our transgressions 
from us.  (13)  As a father shows 
compassion to his children, so the 
LORD shows compassion to those 
who fear him. 

 
One form of reformed covenant 
theology actually denies this good 
news. It maintains that we are made 
members of the new covenant by grace 
alone, but that we are required to stay 
in the covenant by “covenant 
faithfulness.”  Just as the Israelites 
under the Old Covenant could become 
apostates by not obeying the “Ten 
Words” (the 10 commandments), so, 
this wrong teaching maintains, the 
Christian must also work to be certain 
that he remains in a blessed standing 
before God.  That is not good news at 
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all and it will only result in 
condemnation to all who go there. 
 

Gal 3:1-3  O foolish Galatians! Who 
has bewitched you? It was before your 
eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified.  (2)  Let me ask 
you only this: Did you receive the 
Spirit by works of the law or by 
hearing with faith?  (3)  Are you so 
foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, 
are you now being perfected by the 
flesh? 

 

Gal 5:2-3  Look: I, Paul, say to you 
that if you accept circumcision, Christ 
will be of no advantage to you.  (3)  I 
testify again to every man who accepts 
circumcision that he is obligated to 
keep the whole law. 

 
Rather, our obedience to Christ is an 
inevitable fruit of His forgiveness of us 
and of our being born again as new 
creations, the Law of God now written 
on our hearts.  It is fully and 
completely God’s grace which saves 
us from beginning to end.  This is the 
only way that we experience the joy of 
the forgiveness of sins.   
 
Joy #4 – Life From the Dead 
 
Not only do we look forward with 
certainty to our coming resurrection on 
the Day when Christ returns to judge 
the world, we actually have been born 

again and given life from the dead 
now.  
 

Eph 2:1-5  And you were dead in the 
trespasses and sins  (2)  in which you 
once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit that is now 
at work in the sons of disobedience— 
 (3)  among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out 
the desires of the body and the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind.  (4)  But God, 
being rich in mercy, because of the 
great love with which he loved us,  (5)  
even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 

 
I have never watched it, but I believe 
there is a movie by the title of “Dead 
Man Walking,” about prisoners on 
death row.  The sinner, dead in his sins 
and without Christ, is a dead man 
walking. And such were all of us at 
one time. Dead in trespasses and sins. 
Spiritual corpses walking.  
 
When we are brought to faith in Christ 
and regenerated, a resurrection takes 
place. Life from the dead. Not the 
resurrection of our body – that is yet to 
come – but nevertheless a real and 
actual resurrection.   
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Rom 6:3-4  Do you not know that all 
of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?  (4)  We were buried therefore 
with him by baptism into death, in 
order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness 
of life. 

 
A great picture of this is when Jesus 
called for Lazarus to come forth from 
the tomb. That is what Christ does 
when He saves us.  “Jeff (insert your 
name), Come forth!”   
 
How much joy do you think there 
would be if you were at a funeral and 
someone commanded your dead loved 
one to “come forth,” and they did!  
Well, we cannot see physically the 
new birth, but actually this is very 
much like what happens every time the 
Lord shows a sinner mercy and saves 
them. It is what has happened to you. 
Life from the dead.  It is what your 
water baptism serves as a physical 
picture of. A dead man rising.   
 
The reason unsaved people are blind 
and deaf to Christ, the reason that His 
Word is foolishness to them, is that 
they are dead men.  Talk to a corpse 
all you want, he isn’t going to hear 
you. Life is the thing needed, and 
Christ is the only one who can give it.  
 

Joh 1:3-4  All things were made 
through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.  (4)  In 
him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 

 
Here then is the tremendous joy that 
we cannot really fully grasp until the 
Day we see Him – He has raised us 
from the dead and given us life.   
 

Joh 6:40  For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who looks on the 
Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on 
the last day.” 

 
This means also that our full and real 
life is yet to come. On the Christian’s 
dying day, we can know with certainty 
that it is NOT the end but the 
beginning of our life. The Christian’s 
dying day is his best day.   
 
For all these reasons and more, the 
Christian can be a very joyful person, 
and we look forward to a new creation 
in which there surely must be eternal 
joy like we have never seen or felt 
before.   
 


