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If you will this morning, turn with me to our text which will be found in Song of 
Solomon 5:4. 

4 My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were
moved for him. 

Let us pray.

Dear heavenly Father, how glorious thou art, how good thou art. Lord, I pray this 
morning that you have brought us here that you would attend this time with power, that 
you would attend it with thy grace and thy mercy to bring us, O Lord, to thy feet. Lord, 
stir us up in this hour and the hour to come. Awake us from our indifference and our 
slothfulness and, Lord, may you be pleased to attend the souls in this room and those 
who are listening for the glory of thee. Visit us, Lord, in this hour. Make indeed a sweet 
hour of prayer, communion, of time with thee. Whisk us away to thy heavenly abode that 
thou would be pleased to reveal thyself for the glory of thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.

I find when I read the word of God and I read it in chapters or whatever book, the Lord is 
very pleased and faithful to have a verse or something that reveals his glory and his 
power that sets the whole tone for everything else that's going on. I find that a lot when 
I'm reading that the Lord stops me and says, "This is the one. This is where I reveal my 
power. This is where I reveal how it all happens. This is how." And this is what we have 
today in Song of Solomon 5:4, we have such a verse. We have a lot going on around us. 
If you're familiar with this book, you understand it, that it is communion exemplified 
with Christ and his church. It's all about him and it's all about the blessings that he has for
his church and up to this point, the church and the Lord have been reciprocating love for 
one another. We love him because he first loved us. You'll see that throughout all of Song
of Solomon. The church can never come to a communing place, they can never assemble 
themselves together as we'll see today, they can't wake themselves out of sloth unless the 
Lord comes with power. That's what we see today, the Lord coming with power to make 
a difference, to make a difference in worship, to make a difference in prayer, to turn it 
from creature first to the Lord first. The Lord must draw us to him. 
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The Lord is our power. He is our strength. He is our life and we have that depicted for us 
today in this passage. It's a scary one from the standpoint that we see the depth of our 
fallen nature. At a time you wouldn't think you would see our fallen nature, at a time 
when we understand what the Lord is to us, we understand the goodness of his grace, we 
understand the depth of his love, we understand what he has for us, but we can't wake up.
There's something wrong. There's a coldness. There's an indifference. 

As I said, it's not at a time in our life where we're void of that grace through the Spirit to 
know that the Lord is present, and that's where we start today. We don't start in 5, we 
wake up, we back up one verse because this is the church speaking of the Lord and says,

"Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden." The church sees its
need for the Lord to come with the Holy Spirit to awaken him or her, to awaken them up. 
"Lord, I know that without you I can do nothing and I need thee, Lord, every hour. I need
thee every minute." Now we know, and I like to use those terms, we know, because 
Romans 8:28 tells us we know and we know, we've been taught, the Lord has taught us in
his school. 1 John says that over and over, "and we know." What is it the things that we 
know? We can sit this morning and we can testify of absolute sovereign grace, we can 
testify of Jesus dying, coming in time to die for his people and his elect people only, we 
can testify to everything that the Lord has done in our life, but have you been matured, 
have you been grown in the grace and knowledge of the Lord to know and understand 
that without him you can do nothing? 

And this church here has been matured to know and, remember, the Lord is the author 
and finisher of our faith. We like to quote that verse and we like to think of those heroes 
that were given faith in 11 and we think that's what faith really is, but dear ones, faith to 
live every day is to know that the Lord is with us; to know that the Lord will carry us; to 
know that the Lord will fight for us. We may not have that strength, we may not feel that 
strength in us each day, but it doesn't change the Lord and his, "Lo, I am with you 
always." The Lord is with his people always.

"Awake, O north wind; and come, thou south; blow upon my garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out." I can't produce faith. I can't produce love. I can't make myself 
indifferent. I have a coldness about it and maybe that's your case this morning. Maybe 
you woke up feeling a little cold when you came to this place. Maybe you came and 
you're searching, or maybe you're not even searching, maybe you're just sitting there 
hoping to get the day gone by. We're like that at times, very cold, but the child of God 
has been revealed so many times in his life and that's the growth of grace, to know that 
the Lord is there, the Lord is a present help, and the church asks for that.

"Let my beloved come into his garden," let him come and commune with me, "and eat his
pleasant fruits." The fruit that we bear is his fruit. The fruit that the child of God that is 
brought forth from his life is all of Christ and the church knows that. They've been taught
that at the feet of their Lord, to know that the Lord is everything to them; that he is the 
producer of fruit; that he has the power to bring it forth, and you don't see anything 
different here. A crying out to the Lord, "Come. Come, my beloved, into the garden. 
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Come to my soul. Come and refresh it. Come and bring with power thy fruit that we may 
commune with one another." 

And the Lord who is an answerer of our prayers even when we don't know that we're 
praying them, which Romans tells us that the Holy Spirit makes intercession for us, in 
verse 1, the Lord speaks and says, "I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse: I 
have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I 
have drunk my wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, O 
beloved." We see the Lord speaking to the church saying, "Yes, in me you have 
everything. In me you have an abundance of grace." You will see today that Solomon 
when the Holy Spirit was upon Solomon to write this, he used the most excellent things 
that he knew of. Remember, Solomon was a king. He had the excellencies of all the 
nations brought to him. They were given as gifts. He saw those things. You see them in 
Song of Solomon as he exalts those things, things that we don't think about, honeycomb, 
the sweetness of it. 

These are the things that speak of how sweet and precious the Lord is to us and the Lord 
says to the church, "Is there anything sweeter? Is there anything better than communing 
with me?" Isaiah 65:24, speaking of the Lord, says, "And it shall come to pass, that 
before they call, I will answer." The Lord is the present help. He is the author of faith. He
knows what we have need of. He knows that he's the abundance of grace. He knows that 
the storehouses are full. His mercy endures forever. He never runs out of mercy. He is 
longsuffering, as you'll see today, toward his children, toward his church.

He says, "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear." The church in this state, as you'll see, is a state of 
indifference and yet there is enough grace there, there is enough power there to author 
this prayer to ask the Lord to come, and the Lord's answer is what the Lord's answer 
always is, "I am with you. I am with you until the end. I am there."

You know, sometimes we stumble at that. We'll definitely look at that today and we think
that the Lord is there because we will be challenged with "the Lord withdrew himself." 
Well, dear ones, whom the Lord loves, he chastens. We're in need of chastening. The 
church just told the Lord that they were in need of chastening. That's what they said, 
"Awake, Lord, come to me. Without you I can do nothing. There is something wrong in 
me."

You know, have you ever been brought in the middle of your ranting or raving or your 
complaining or your whatever it is, to be shown that sin right there and not being given 
repentance or forgiveness to just sit there and continue in that sin knowing what you're 
doing? Knowing the anger is unjust anger? Knowing the unbelief is unjust and there's no 
reason to question the Lord? But yet we do. Without a power to turn, we're left to crawl 
and grope in the dark and say, "Lord, come. Breathe thy life into me." And the Lord 
answers, "I am always there. I am full of abundant grace. I am full of abundant mercy."
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Then we have the tragedy of verse 2 comes where the church speaks again, "I sleep." The
church knows its problem of indifference. The church knows that there's something not 
there. Maybe that's our case this morning, there's something not there. My heart has not 
gone out to the Lord like it should. He's worthy. He has showed himself faithful in my 
life over and over and over and I cannot stir myself up to love him. I cannot come away 
from the things of this world to embrace him. I cannot even lay claim to being his child 
this morning because I'm so full of myself. 

"I sleep, but my heart waketh: it is the voice of my beloved." There now is a perking up 
of the ear. "I know what the voice of my Shepherd sounds like. I know that his desire is 
for me to come away."

"It is the voice of my beloved that knocketh, saying, Open to me, my sister, my love, my 
dove, my undefiled." This is how the Lord looks upon his church and yet we started this 
verse with being defiled. How are we not defiled? As the Lord reveals to us that our sins 
are covered, he shows us the power of his blood; he shows us the power of his perfect 
obedience and the gloriousness of his righteousness that he dresses the church in. But we 
have to be brought to see it. "I'm asleep. I know that my Lord is full of righteousness. I 
know that it's his voice that calls me unto him. I know that he desires." 

Does this remind you of something Paul said in Romans 7:18? "For I know that in me 
(that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me." I know that 
my Redeemer liveth. I know that he makes intercession for me. I know that the Lord is 
my life but I can't get there. I can't force myself into this communion. There's something 
in me that's too strong for me to overcome and that's what Paul said, "For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh,)." As I said, we don't readily like to hear how powerful the flesh 
is but it is. It's more powerful than you are. It's more powerful than I am but it is not more
powerful than the Lord and I hope you see that today. "For to will is present with me; but 
how to perform that which is good I find not." I can't come away, Lord. 

I know "for my head is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the night." These 
are the words that the church knows the Lord has spoken to them. I think of that last term 
when I was reading it this morning, "and my locks with the drops of the night," and I 
think the drops, when I think of those words the Lord took me to Gethsemane and he took
me to where the Lord sweat those great drops of blood and he did that as the cup was full 
and he had to take the fullness of the wrath of the Father but also drink the dregs of sin 
and become sin for his people, and he sweat those drops of blood and even know that, we
can't come away. That's what the church is saying, "I sleep. I know the depth of what 
you've done." We're all good churchgoers, we know what we've heard from the pulpit, we
know what Jesus has done, but how to come away and I don't find that power in me.

Let me tell you something, as the Apostle Paul did, we too will always look for that 
power in our flesh. That's what we do, we look for that power in our own hands, in our 
own nature, in our own emotions, in our own mind, to say, "Lord, I can do this. I can 
come away. I'm going to sit down and I'm going to read my Bible and I'm going to 
commune with you, Lord. I'm going to shut my door and I'm going to have prayer time 
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and I'm going to commune with you." But the bare truth of the matter is without our text 
this morning, none of it will ever take place.

Then in verse 3, we hear the tragedy and we see the tragedy of the power of our flesh. 
After knowing everything that Christ has done for us, knowing our case, we cannot come 
away and we say, "I've put off my coat," earthly thing, "how shall I put it on? I have 
washed my feet; how shall I defile them?" This is the logic of life. I'm ready for bed. I'm 
not coming to the door, Lord. I am ready to have my time. I've earned this. The world 
says to do it this way. Isn't that what this says? I've put off my coat. I'm done for the day. 
How shall I now put it on? Remember, the church sees no power, they're indifferent. 
They've cried out to the Lord to come but the power hasn't come yet. It has not, and you'll
see the difference when it does. That's what's coming in our text.

"I have put off my coat; how shall I put it on? I have washed my feet; how shall I defile 
them?" And all these excuses we make up and the tiredness, the weariness of the day, our
mind goes to the things in the day and basically telling the Lord we don't have time for 
him. "We know you're good, Lord, maybe another day, maybe another time." 

The Lord when he walked this earth and he compelled those to come in, the excuses 
were, "I have land to prove. I have a new wife. I have to bury my father." We have all of 
these very very important earthly things that we have to tend to. We have to tend to. We 
cumbered about many things because people are coming to our house. I have so many 
people, I don't know how to take care of them. Well, Mary has chosen the one thing that's
needful. Well, how did Mary get there? She had to have the Lord put his hand in the hole 
of the door, that's our heart, that's our mind, that's our very being. He had to raise up the 
new man of Christ in us and put down and mortify the old man.

Our text, verse 4, "My beloved put in his hand," his power, "by the hole of the door, and 
my bowels were moved for him." There's no other way. Don't ever mistake what we've 
read already to think that the church's bowels were moved for him. There's not the depth 
of love that only the Lord produces and the Lord come with such love and gentleness, but
yet such power. You know what I'm going to say, Psalm 110:3 says, "Thy people shall be
willing in the day of thy power." This is the day of his power. The church has received 
the power of the Lord to put down the filth, to put down the carnal reasoning, to drive 
that out of the mind and to give a singleness of eye that Christ spoke about, to talk about 
the singleness of seeing Christ. But we see Jesus. He is faithful to do so.

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:9, "God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the 
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord." God is faithful. That's what the word, that's 
what the Holy Spirit has put on record here, that the Lord is faithful. Yes, we have 
excuses. Yes, these are very worldly excuses. Yes, they're very important in this world 
but Christ has overcome this world. God has given all to his Son and all power to reign in
the soul of the child of God. We need him every hour. We're so polluted by everything in 
this life, cumbered.
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In 1 Thessalonians 5:24, we know that Paul wrote, "Faithful is he that calleth you, who 
also will do it." He will do it. That's what we see. I hope you see it. "I will put, my 
beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for him." 
The Lord did this.

In 2 Thessalonians 3:3, Paul writes, "But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and 
keep you from evil."

Then in 2 Timothy 2:13, he writes, "If we believe not," and certainly that's the case here, 
"If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself." Did you hear that? 
He cannot deny himself. He cannot deny his will for his elect lady, for his church. He will
not be thwarted. Does that give us a license to sin and be licentious? God forbid. I hope it
makes you mourn. I hope the indifference that you know that you have and that I know 
that I have causes us this morning to mourn on one hand, but to rejoice on the other 
because greater is he that's in me than he that's in the world. 

Praise be to God that is the case, that the Lord is faithful to himself and that he in the day 
of his power, and I know that there are times when the flesh, there's a lot of times when 
the flesh gets tired of hearing that because the flesh will always ask the question, "Where 
are you, Lord? Where is that time? Why isn't it now? Why isn't it now?" It's the accuser. 
The accuser and the flesh work hand-in-hand. But once again, he abideth faithful.

"My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my bowels were moved for 
him." Remember, for everything else that we read today, this text is how it all happened. 
This text is how it all took place. How can the church, then, say the things that they do 
about their Lord? Just a minute ago we were indifferent, we said, "Lord, I can't get out of 
bed. I don't want to get out of bed. I'm tired. I want to be left alone." But something 
changed. This is the day of his power. I hope you've experienced it. I hope you continue 
to experience it.

Verse 5, "I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my 
fingers with sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock." That's love. That's the 
stirring of faith. That's the grace of the power of the Lord to bring forth. Remember what 
the prayer was up there in 16, what he's asking? That the spices thereof may flow out? 
"Lord, awake thy Spirit, awake the wind. Come, Lord, bring forth that which you have 
done, your fruit." And now the church rises up. There's power but there's nothing else 
said about their coat and nothing else said about their feet, nothing else said about their 
defiling.

"I rose up to open to my beloved; and my hands dropped with myrrh, and my fingers with
sweet smelling myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. I opened to my beloved; but my 
beloved had withdrawn himself." What? Could it be? Could it be the very one who came 
with power is now hiding from me? Why? Why would a sovereign Lord do such a thing? 
How is it that he woke me up and he came with power and now my soul desires him but 
yet I can't see him; my soul wishes to commune with him but yet I can't commune with 
him. I don't see him. Why would he withdraw?
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Sometimes we certainly don't understand the ways of the Lord. His ways are so much 
higher than our ways, but do you know what? We have to be shown, we must be shown 
in this life our dependency upon him. We must be stripped of all our helps. We must be 
stripped of all of our religion. We must be stripped of all of our duty and to be brought to 
a total dependency upon the Lord.

David cried out in Psalm 51:11, "Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy 
holy spirit from me." Is that possible if the Holy Spirit dwells in us? Well, he meant the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, the power of the Holy Spirit. That's the only way the child of 
God can see the Lord. It's the only way that we can see what Christ has done and 
understand the depth of it, not in an indifferent carnal way; not in a rote religion; not in a 
creed; not in a stand up and say the same things over and over; or even an ordinance. The 
Lord has to bring us away from all of that to reveal himself in the ordinance; to reveal 
himself in the word; to reveal himself in the worship; to reveal himself in the prayer. It's 
all about him. Remember we read he cannot deny himself. He is faithful to himself and to
his bride.

"Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me." Later in 
Psalm 143:7 he would say, "Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy 
face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit." He compared the hiding 
of the Lord's face which he had experienced in his life because he knows it, he compared 
that to being in the pit of hell. To not know and experience the power of the Lord is just 
like being in hell where there is no presence of the Lord. Have you been brought to that 
growth in the Lord? Has the faith of the Lord revealed that to you, that without him not 
only can you do nothing, but you are nothing? 

I got to witness that a little bit this week with my youngest daughter. She lay in the 
hospital and we sat there and we had all the tests and all the things that this one's never 
been to the doctor, never had a needle in her arm. She was so scared and so frightened 
and we kept speaking to her and praying and the Lord's peace just came over her and she 
was a lot more peaceful than I think Stephanie and I were as were worried about what 
was going to take place. She slept like a little baby. How does that happen? He's faithful 
and he revealed that to Steph and I and when we heard the news, we knew the Lord went 
before us because the mind, the mind. I told Stephanie yesterday, we were walking, I 
could picture the doctor walking in the door telling us there was nothing wrong with her 
and I felt like just this warm sensation, but in the same time, I had the thought come in 
that it was cancer. At the same time and I sat there and I trembled and I almost got a tear 
in my eye. This is before we knew anything. That's the struggle. I sat there saying, "Lord,
I need to know the truth." Truly, truly without him putting his hand in the hole of the 
door, my bowels will not be moved without him.

"I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had withdrawn himself, and was gone: my soul 
failed when he spake: I sought him," I remembered his words. My soul felt so in love 
with him. I now have this sorrow, I now have this desperation. 
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"My soul failed when he spake: I sought him, but I could not find him; I called him, but 
he gave me no answer." It's not on our terms. It's never on our terms. It's always on his 
because he abideth faithful and we're not.

"The watchmen that went about the city found me," and we were introduced to them 
earlier in the book and some believe they are ministers. I believe it could be. It could be 
the actual word of God. 

Whatever it is they "went about the city found me, they smote me." That's what the word 
does. The Holy Spirit convicts the children of God. He convicts them of the sins that 
they've committed against the Lord and his mercy and his holiness and his love and his 
goodness. 

"They smote me and they wounded me; the keepers of the walls took away my veil from 
me." There was no hiding of my sin. There was no hiding of myself. The Lord had laid 
me bare before him.

"I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved," we're also introduced to 
these daughters earlier which some believe are young ones in the church, or friends in the
church, or brethren in the church.

"If ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am sick of love." I'm sick because of love. 
I'm sick and full of love because of what he's done. It's amazing to me how much the 
church knew before he put his hand in the heart, before the Lord's power came, how 
much they knew, how much they could reason what Christ had done but still not be over 
the indifference.

"I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if ye find my beloved, that ye tell him, that I am
sick of love." Isaiah 59:12 says, "our transgressions are multiplied before thee, and our 
sins testify against us: and as for our iniquities, we know them." The church knows them. 
They are revealed them. Repentance has come. They've cried out to the Lord, "I desire 
him so much," but what is the church now brought to? Patience. Waiting upon the Lord.

So then the church's question, "What is thy beloved more than another beloved, O thou 
fairest among women? what is thy beloved more than another beloved, that thou dost so 
charge us?" Why is it that the Lord is your life? Why do you say that you're sick of love? 
Why is it now all of a sudden? We've known you, we've seen you, what has made the 
difference to you? Is there a difference in you? Is there a testimony of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Why is it that you desire him now over all the worldly things? That you desire 
him over all the earthly things that you have to do and you need to do? Why?

Now I'm going to read through the church's answer and as I told you earlier today, these 
things that the church compares the Lord to are the most excellent things, the most 
excellent things that Solomon was ever shown was on this earth. May the Holy Spirit 
search your heart now as we read through this and let him reveal the depth of love and the
depth of the gloriousness of the Son.
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"My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand." He's greater than any 
person, any communion that I could have on earth. The Lord must reveal that. We have 
great bonds in this life of love. A marriage bond is very very strong because the Lord 
Jesus Christ said he has united, what he has put together, let no man put asunder. So that 
bond that the Lord puts together is very strong and full of love, but there's a greater bond 
between the Lord Jesus Christ and his church. Singly, corporately, singly. Listen,

"My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefest among ten thousand. His head is as the most
fine gold, his locks are bushy, and black as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves by 
the rivers of waters, washed with milk, and fitly set. His cheeks are as a bed of spices, as 
sweet flowers: his lips like lilies, dropping sweet smelling myrrh. His hands are as gold 
rings set with the beryl: his belly is as bright ivory overlaid with sapphires." As you hear 
the church pouring out their soul, going on and on about the mercy and how great the 
Lord is, great depiction, this is my Lord. Could you go on and on about the details of 
what Christ has done in your life? How great he is in his justification? How great he is in 
his sanctification? How great he is in his mercy? How great he is in his atonement? How 
great he is in all that he's done? That's what we see here. 

"His legs are as pillars of marble, set upon sockets of fine gold: his countenance is as 
Lebanon, excellent as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet." Everything that comes out of
that mouth the church desires to hear. 

"He is altogether lovely." The word chosen there, love, lovely. Altogether, that means 
everything that he does is out of love. But he just withdrew himself from you? Out of 
love. It's all out of love and for my soul, to wean me from this world. Have you been 
shown the necessity of that?

"His mouth is most sweet: yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend, O daughters of Jerusalem." The church continues, or actually the daughters ask 
this question in 6, "Where has he gone? Where has he gone to?"

"Whither is thy beloved gone, O thou fairest among women? whither is thy beloved 
turned aside? that we may seek him with thee." Where did he go? Why has he withdrawn 
himself from you? You sound like you love him, why would he do such a thing? Doesn't 
this seem to be mean? Listen to the church's answer,

"My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, 
and to gather lilies. I am my beloved's, and my beloved is mine: he feedeth among the 
lilies." My Lord reigns. My Lord does whatever pleases him. My Lord has gone to 
prepare a place for me. My Lord has prepared all things, Romans 8:28 tells me, for the 
good of my soul because he loves me.

It's so much different than verse 3, isn't it? So much different than, "I have put off my 
coat." The Lord is showing his longsuffering, the gift of longsuffering for the church now
is to suffer without the communion of the Lord, but yet they're not left without witness; 
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they're not left without the upholding love and power and strength of the Lord to see the 
heavens opened. You know, that's the easy earthly answer, isn't it? Why did the Lord turn
his back on you? Oh, well, you know. Or Job's friends, "This is what you did. Oh my 
goodness, you've sinned so much against God. You've sinned too much. Now you've 
done it." No. 

"My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, 
and to gather lilies. I am my beloved's," this is that eternal vital union that the church is 
allowed to see in the day of the Lord's power. "I am my beloved's," by union, by love, by 
gift, by sacrifice.

"He feedeth among the lilies." And we think, will the Lord ever answer? Of course he 
will. That's what we just spent the whole time saying, the Lord is faithful and the Lord 
does answer.

And he comes in verse 4 and he says, "Thou art beautiful." What? I was just indifferent. 
How am I beautiful? How can this filthy thing that keeps sinning against you, Lord, be 
beautiful? Because of him. Because of him. Because of his righteousness. Because of his 
blood. Because of his perfect obedience.

"Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, terrible as an army with 
banners. Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy hair is as a flock
of goats that appear from Gilead." You know, I'll tell you this, I don't believe there's ever 
been shown in the word of God a broken sinner that the Lord cut, one that he brought to 
him that he cast down. Never. Never. Never.

"Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof every one 
beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them. As a piece of a pomegranate are 
thy temples within thy locks. There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and 
virgins without number. My dove, my undefiled is but one." One. One church. One bride.
One. 

"She is the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare her." We were 
born out of him. 

"The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and the concubines, and they 
praised her. Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners? I went down into the garden of nuts to see the 
fruits of the valley, and to see whether the vine flourished, and the pomegranates 
budded." I come down to commune with my church. I see the fruit that I have produced 
in them. I see the reciprocating love. I see my work in them. I see my reflection. That's 
what the Lord sees in us, himself. He can sware by no other. The bride is prepared and 
washed and renewed, and as we are in Christ and presented to the Father, the Father and 
the Son see sin no more. They don't see us that way. It's been put away. But do you want 
to know how he sees us?
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"Or ever I was aware, my soul made me like the chariots of Amminadib. Return, return, 
O Shulamite; return, return, that we may look upon thee. What will ye see in the 
Shulamite?" What will the Lord see in us? "As it were the company of two armies." A 
struggle that all our life we will have this struggle here on earth. All our life.

He knows our frame. He remembers that we are dust and he knows that we have need of 
him. We have a warring natures in us that stand in need of the Lord every hour and every 
day. For him to do what our text says that he did and he will do in verse 4, Song of 
Solomon 5:4 one more time, "My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the door, and my
bowels were moved for him." May the Lord do so to us now and the hour to come and 
the days to come in the day of his power.

Dear heavenly Father, add thy power and thy grace and thy mercy as only thou canst 
and draw us to thee. In Jesus' name I pray. Amen.
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