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Always Be Prepared

1 Peter 3:12-15 

Prayer:   Father God, we just thank you for the fact that you  are 

our king.  I thank you for the gifts that you've gi ven to us, the 

gifts that Leon spoke about, Lord, we all revel in,  we thank you 

and praise you for those gifts and not the least of  those gifts, 

Lord, is your word.  Father, we just again thank yo u for it, I 

thank you that we can open up your book and by the power of your 

Holy Spirit learn anew and at greater depths just w ho you are and 

how you want us to live out the gifts that you've g iven us on this 

planet.  So I pray as we open up your book, Lord, t hat your Holy 

Spirit would accompany us and make this of permanen t value.  And I 

pray this in Jesus' name.  Amen. 

Well, from the very beginning of my Christian walk,  I had a 

stunning realization of two facts.  Fact number one  was that I was 

given the very keys to eternity, the secrets of the  universe, the 

very knowledge that countless seekers had sought af ter, the very 

stuff that people crossed oceans and climbed mounta ins in order to 

seek, I had found it.  I learned that ever since Ad am's fall man 



had been broken, that he was imperfect and alienate d from God and 

that God himself had become a man and lived among u s perfectly and 

then had gone to the cross to offer up this life of  perfection in 

exchange for our life of sin.  I learned that by fa ith in Christ's 

death and resurrection we can claim his life as our s, that we can 

stand before God restored to the perfection that Ad am had before he 

had even fallen and that by faith in Christ we woul d become 

co-heirs with Christ, our brother, and rule the uni verse with him 

for all eternity.  It was the greatest news I could  ever imagine 

let alone owning.  But knowing this led to one othe r amazing fact 

and that's that nobody else wanted it.  

So how do you present the gospel to people who don' t want it?  How 

do you give away the ultimate treasure to those who  see it as 

trash?  I mean do you remember the very first time that you 

understood that Jesus was and is the way, the truth , and the life 

and that you had the privilege of knowing and shari ng that?  It was 

-- it was absolutely transforming.  I recently hear d someone put it 

this way, he said the two most important days of yo ur life is the 

day that you were born and the day that you realize  why you were 

born.  It was as if you realized at last that there  really is a 

point and purpose to life itself.  And the problem is that this 

truth that we have received is inexplicably bound t o another 

painful truth that is stated perfectly in John 3:19 .  It says this:  
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"And this is the judgment:  The light has come into  the world, and 

people loved the darkness rather than the light."   I mean one fact 

that we've all learned as believers over the years is that mankind 

itself hates the light and loves and embraces the d arkness.  And if 

we've learned anything from Peter's letter it's tha t except for the 

sovereign grace of God, we too would have embraced that very same 

darkness.  I mean it was Peter who told us in 1 Peter 2:9, he said:  

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a ho ly nation, a 

people for his own possession, that you may proclai m the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but n ow you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now yo u have received 

mercy.   I think even as Christians we find it remarkably easy to 

often forget that we live in this wonderful light t hat the world 

both loathes and fears.  I mean we all know what ha ppens when you 

flip over a rock on a bright sunny day, I mean, tho se creatures 

that love the darkness, they all panic and they all  scurry for 

cover.  And so it is with God's light.  When the da rkness is 

penetrated, when the light begins to stream in, it is met with a 

similar reaction to those who love the darkness.  T hey panic.  They 

run for cover.  And today even the pretense of seek ing the light is 

gone.  

Josh McDowell is a very popular author and speaker,  he wrote a 
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number of very powerful books arguing for the case of the truth of 

Christianity.  He wrote the iconic More Than a Carpenter, he wrote 

Evidence That Demands a Verdict  and he spends lots and lots of time 

on college campuses presenting the evidence for the  gospel.  He 

said there's been a sea-change in the last ten year s or so, been a 

fundamental shift in the way people respond to the gospel and he 

said that it's not good.  He said in years past as Josh traveled 

from campus to campus, he expected and he received vigorous 

arguments, arguments as to whether or not the Bible  was true, 

whether in fact the resurrection was real, whether Jesus really 

even claimed to be God and Josh says all of that ha s changed now.  

He said the argument is no longer about the truth o f scripture, it 

is now about whether or not anyone has a right to e ven discuss a 

religion like Christianity, a religion that student s now see as 

intolerant.  He said the argument no longer centers  around what is 

truth but around whether some truth claims should e ven be allowed 

to be expressed.  I mean it's no longer a question is Jesus Christ 

the only way to heaven, instead on many campuses st udents now ask 

what now gives you the right to claim that Jesus is  the only way?  

I mean the truth of Jesus's claims is now secondary  to the demands 

of political correctness.  Our text from 1 Peter th is morning bears 

directly on the issue of sharing the truth of the g ospel today.  

This is 1 Peter 3:12-15 .  It says:  "For the eyes of the Lord are 

on the righteous, and his ears are open to their pr ayer.  But the 
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face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  No w who is there 

to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?  B ut even if you 

should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed.  Have 

no fear of them, nor be troubled, but in your heart s honor Christ 

the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a d efense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in y ou; yet do it 

with gentleness and respect.   

Well, my question for us this morning based on this  scripture is 

both blunt and it is simple and it is this:  Are yo u prepared to 

give an account for the hope that is within you?  P erhaps a more 

salient question would be:  Do I care about being p repared to give 

an account for the hope that is within you?  And by  many accounts, 

the modern evangelical answer is:  Why should I?  I  mean Jesus 

loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.  Anything more 

than that is just pointy-headed intellectualism tha t divides people 

and fills them with pride.  You know who loves that  argument?  The 

enemy of our souls loves that approach.  I mean he is subtler than 

the subtlest breeze and he also prowls around like a roaring lion 

seeking souls to devour and all he really needs is our willful 

ignorance.  I mean to be sure, biblical knowledge c an lead to 

pride, it can lead to divisiveness but all that pro ves is that 

Satan has a playbook for every single pathway that Christians and 

non-Christians will ever take.  And if you seek to accumulate mere 
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head knowledge instead of wisdom, I'm guaranteeing you it's going 

to backfire.  I mean yes, there have been people in  all 

denominations that overestimated head knowledge ove r heart 

conviction.  But we've responded by throwing the ba by out with the 

bath water.  

A while back I was at an inter church prayer meetin g and there was 

a woman praying what she felt was a God-glorifying prayer and she 

said, "It's about you, Jesus.  It 's not about anyth ing but you.  

It's not about theology, Jesus, it's about you."  A nd I heard that 

and my heart sank, because like it or not, it is ab out theology.  

When you say it's about Jesus, I am now forced to a sk, okay, which 

Jesus are you referring to?  Because there's litera lly dozens to 

choose from and each one is the product of someone' s theology.  

Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses and liberal Protest ants and new 

agers, they all have radically different theologies  of Jesus than 

you and I have.  They would love to hear you say it 's not about 

theology, Jesus.  And even within the broad scope o f orthodox 

Christianity, it 's fashionable to assert that you b elieve only in 

the simple gospel as if knowledge of scripture was in itself 

suspect and ignorance is bliss.  Well, may I remind  you that the 

man who wrote that we must always be prepared to gi ve an account 

was Peter himself, an ignorant fisherman.  And his day was similar 

to ours in one respect, there were cults, there wer e false teachers 
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at every turn.  But what differs greatly between Pe ter's day and 

ours is the ease with which we can remedy our ignor ance.  I mean 

today knowledge of scripture pours forth and it pou rs forth from 

radios and TVs and computer screens.  I mean you ca n get bibles on 

paper, on smartphones, on CDs, on Kindles, you can get anything you 

want at Wal-Mart.  I mean in the apostle's day ther e was obviously 

no such thing, no printing presses, no bibles, only  handwritten 

scrolls.  And yet listen to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:34.  

He says:  Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not 

go on sinning.  For some have no knowledge of God.  I say this to 

your shame.   Paul's admonishing the Corinthian church that wou ld 

not or could not effectively battle error.  They ha d none of the 

resources that we have at our fingertips, and yet P aul considered 

the Corinthian ignorance to be shameful.  What woul d Paul say to us 

today?  Today the church is literally crawling with  heresies and 

false teachers.  I mean in addition to the obvious one there's a 

whole host of errors ranging from bad theology to t he doctrines 

literally of demons, from prosperity preaching thro ugh the faith 

movement to the openness of God theology.  

Gene Veith writing in World Magazine  said this about the openness 

of God theology.  He said this:  "A few decades ago , the mainline 

Protestant churches did not necessarily want their members to find 

out what was being taught in their colleges and sem inaries.  The 
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extent of their theologians' rejection of the truth  of scripture 

would not sit well with the average church member, even in the more 

liberal denominations.  Today, this theology gap, s eparating those 

in the pews from some of the scholars training thei r pastors 

concerns the nature of God.  And this gap is openin g up not in the 

bastions of liberal theology, but among evangelical s.  For the 

so-called 'post-conservative' evangelical, God is n ot all-powerful, 

all-knowing, or eternal.  Rather, his power has lim its; he does not 

know the future; and he exists in time.  God does n ot condemn 

anyone eternally.  Nor can he stop human suffering.   In fact, he 

has to work in partnership with us, and he changes as we change.  

This is the 'openness of God' theology, in which Go d, the church, 

and Christianity are now 'opened up' so they can be come less 

narrow, more inclusive, more open to new ideas, and  more compatible 

to the postmodern mind."  

See, all of these errors, they flourish, they flour ish in a climate 

of ignorance.  I think it's because we refuse to se e ignorance 

itself as sinful.  I mean it's in a unique category  all its own.  I 

mean everybody is willing to admit it's not good to  be ignorant, 

and we're certainly ready to admit that it 's bad, b ut no one thinks 

it's as bad as like greed or lust or envy because t hose are real 

sins.  I mean it's not good but it's not real bad.  It 's kind of -- 

kind of in the shoulder shrug category.  And I thin k it's that way 
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because there really are two different kinds of ign orance, there is 

vincible ignorance and there is invincible ignoranc e.  There's some 

types of ignorance that you are responsible for and  some that you 

are not.  

R.C. Sproul once defined "invincible ignorance" as arriving at a 

small backwater town that decides that it 's going t o make money by 

reversing the green and red lights.  Let's say you arrive at a town 

that says now you have to stop at green lights and go at red 

lights, and the police there are happily writing ti ckets to anybody 

who gets it wrong.  Well the tickets would be very quickly thrown 

out of court.  They'd be thrown out of court becaus e every single 

person ticketed would be invincibly ignorant of tha t town's laws, 

that is they'd be ignorant of something they had no  ability to 

remedy.  God is not going to hold us responsible fo r ignorance that 

we can't conquer, but he will hold us responsible f or an ignorance 

that's easily remedied.  We have call that "willful  ignorance" and 

the consequences of this willful ignorance are huge .  

Let me just give you a for instance.  God does not condemn the 

world for not knowing the doctrines of Christianity .  He condemns 

it instead for refusing to know what he has made pl ain and obvious.  

Many of you have heard of Rob Bell, very famous aut hor.  He's an 

author that has taken advantage of our willful igno rance to write a 
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whole book blissfully declaring that there's no suc h thing as hell.  

He writes that in the end, God's love wins over eve rybody including 

those who actively reject God.  Well, Bell was bein g interviewed 

once by Sally Quinn of the Washington Post  and she was interviewing 

him about his book, it 's entitled "Love Wins"  and this was his 

answer to the question of what is the fate of those  who have never 

heard about Jesus.  This is what Bell said.  He sai d:  "If, 

billions and bill ions and bill ions of people, God i s going to 

torture them in hell forever, people who never hear d about Jesus 

are going to suffer in eternal agony because they d idn't believe in 

the Jesus they never heard of -- then at that point  we will have 

far bigger problems than a book from a pastor from Grand Rapids."  

See, Rob Bell here is counting on our ignorance.  S ee God never 

said that he would ever send people to suffer in et ernal agony 

because they don't believe in a Jesus they never he ard of.  What he 

does say and what Mr. Bell conveniently ignores is that there is no 

one who is innocent because God's revelation of him self in nature 

is open and obvious enough to convict everyone not of rejecting a 

Jesus they never heard about but of rejecting a God  whose presence 

in nature demands acknowledgment.  Understand, peop le never go to 

hell for refusing to acknowledge a Jesus they never  heard about, 

but they will go to hell for refusing to acknowledg e what is 

plainly visible about the God of creation.  This is  what God 

declares in Romans 1 , this is what he says.  He says:  For the 
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wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all un godliness and 

unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousnes s suppress the 

truth.  For what can be known about God is plain to  them, because 

God has shown it to them.  For his invisible attrib utes, namely, 

his eternal power and divine nature, have been clea rly perceived, 

ever since the creation of the world, in the things  that have been 

made.  So they are without excuse.   

Sam Storms wrote a book called Tough Topics  and he addresses all 

kinds of difficult questions in that.  And in his b ook he uses 

Romans 1 to prove that Bell is really playing seman tic games that 

rely on our ignorance in order to swallow his theor y.  This is what 

Storms says.  He says:  "Bell and others who make t his sort of 

outrageous claim have evidently failed to look clos ely at Romans 

1:18.  There we read that the wrath of God revealed  from heaven is 

grounded in the persistent repudiation by mankind o f the revelation 

God has made of himself in the created order.  In o ther words, 

there is a reason for God's wrath.  It is not capri cious.  God's 

wrath has been deliberately and persistently provok ed by man's 

willful rejection of God as he has revealed himself .  Paul's point 

is that the invisible is made visible via creation or nature.  

Divine wisdom, power, eternity, and goodness, for e xample, are not 

in themselves visible but their reality is undeniab ly affirmed and 

apprehended by the effects they produce in nature.  That there is a 
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God who is supreme, eternal, infinite in power, per sonal, wise, 

independent, and worthy of glory and gratitude is c learly evident 

in the creation.  How are these truths about God ma de known, and 

where may we see them?  Paul's answer is, 'In the t hings that have 

been made.'  Romans 1:20.  God has left the indelib le mark of his 

fingerprints all across the vast face of the univer se.  Those who 

do not have a Bible in which to read of his existen ce and nature 

can still look at the moon in its beauty, the sun i n its 

brightness, the stars in their order, the thunder a nd lightning in 

their power, the human body in its exquisite detail , the mountains 

in their grandeur, the oceans in their expanse, and  the vast array 

of species in the animal kingdom and see without mi stake that there 

is a God of power and majesty and holiness and love .  Herman 

Bavinck put it succinctly in declaring that 'there is not an atom 

of the universe in which God's power and divinity a re not 

revealed.'  Paul's point here in Romans 1 is that t his revelation 

is sufficiently clear and inescapable to render all  without excuse 

(see verse 20).  Consequently, there's no such thin g as 'an 

innocent native in Africa,' any more than there is 'an innocent 

pagan in America.'"  

Now I want you to be honest.  If someone came up to  you and said I 

cannot believe in Christianity because I can't beli eve in a God who 

would send innocent people to hell simply because t hey don't know 
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the name of Jesus.  Would you be able to give a bib lical answer to 

that question to that person?  Now you might be thi nking, well, but 

Tom, didn't you tell us to simply trust in God and just kind of 

open your mouths and tell others about the gospel i n spite of what 

might be our ignorance?  Well the answer is yes, I did tell you 

that very specifically and it remains yes and I wil l continue to 

tell you and here's why.  I mean if I was drowning and I had my 

preferences, I would much rather be rescued by a ce rtified 

lifeguard who knew exactly what he was doing.  But by the same 

token if I really am drowning, I' ll take somebody w ho can barely 

swim who's willing to reach out and save me.  And h ere's the 

problem.  The problem is the people that we run int o right outside 

those doors, spiritually all of them are drowning.  They are all 

headed for destruction.  And much as I would love t o have a 

seminary professor reach out and rescue them, I wou ld still be 

willing to take somebody's fumbling efforts and pro found ignorance 

of the Bible as long as they are willing to spiritu ally trust God 

and do something.  That doesn't excuse our ignoranc e.  That simply 

says if we are biblically ignorant, God is willing to fil l in the 

blanks.  I would far more prefer that you'd be will ing to share the 

gospel than not even if it is in ignorance.  That d oesn't mean that 

God takes delight in our ignorance especially if it  comes from 

laziness or indifference.  I mean I think it goes w ithout question 

that most people in this building know a lot more a bout sports, 
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politics and entertainment than they know about scr ipture.  There's 

no way that that ignorance is not willful.  Peter c ommands us to 

always be prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you.  But you have t o understand 

that being prepared requires effort.  I mean Hebrews 4:12  says:  

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spir it, of joints 

and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and inte ntions of the 

heart.   Whether the word of God is a two-edge sword or ju st a dull 

pen knife, it all comes down to one word and one wo rd is 

"discipline."  Listen to what Paul wrote to Timothy  in 2 Timothy 2 , 

he said:  Do your best to present yourself to God as one appr oved, 

a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly han dling the word 

of truth.   It 's actually very simple, a worker is somebody w ho 

works at it.  When it comes to correctly handling t he word of God 

can we say that we don't need to be ashamed, that w e are doing our 

very best and that we are working our hardest?  And  if that's the 

case for you, then you don't really need to hear th e rest of this 

message.  But if not, I have to warn you it's proba bly going to get 

a little bit worse before it gets better.  

See, there are two parts to actually being prepared .  The first 

part is what we were just looking at, it's what you  voluntarily 

choose to put into your head versus the invincible ignorance that 
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we're not responsible for.  I've said this many tim es because I 

believe it to be absolutely true, the more scriptur e you put into 

your heart either by memorizing or by simply readin g it, the more 

God has means to communicate to you.  Getting scrip ture into your 

mind is like downloading files of a very large prog ram.  You know I 

use the example of Microsoft Word which consists of  thousands and 

thousands of files, most of which you're never goin g to use.  I 

mean you simply effortlessly download the entire pr ogram and those 

files sit there in your hard drive sometimes for ye ars until that 

particular time when you're going to need it.  Well  it 's the same 

with scripture.  The more that is in your head, the  more 

opportunities you have for the Holy Spirit to conne ct the dots and 

communicate his wisdom to you through the scripture  which is the 

way God prefers to communicate.  I know in my mind when I'm 

searching for answers and I've got questions and I' m either 

counseling somebody, God doesn't say, hey, Tom, her e's what I want 

you to do.  He brings a scripture forward and those  scriptures have 

already been in my hard drive.  So the more you loa d up your hard 

drive, the more God has a language to work with whe n he wants to 

speak and communicate to you.  

Now the second part of being prepared is just as im portant.  It has 

to do with your heart.  See, Paul's command is not be prepared to 

argue non-believers into the ground.  It's be prepa red to give an 
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answer when called to account for the hope that you  have within 

you.  And so we ask the question, well, what is the  hope that you 

have within you?  I mean I've mentioned this before , this word 

"hope" has undergone a radical redefinition in this  last hundred 

years.  I mean today the word "hope" really means n othing more than 

wishful thinking, I mean it's I hope, I hope, I hop e.  That's not 

at all what Peter was referring to here.  You see, "hope" in 

Peter's world meant confident expectation and Peter 's command is 

really always be prepared to give an account for th e confident 

expectation that you have inside you.  The very sen tence structure 

presupposes a level of confidence so genuine, so re al that others 

feel compelled to ask you about it.  How do you acc ount for it?  

And when they ask you what the source of your confi dent expectation 

is, Peter says be prepared, be prepared to give an account.  So the 

question is:  Are you prepared?  Or is your confide nt expectation 

more like wishful thinking?  And if it is, let me t ell you why.  

You see, confident expectation is the product of fa ith, and faith 

is the product of hearing the message and the messa ge is the 

product of the word of God.  God says very simply i n Romans 10:  

Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the w ord of Christ.   

It all goes back to that seemingly small matter of our willful 

ignorance.  It 's a matter of letting the world crow d out scripture 

and God and our connection to him.  It's cutting yo urself off from 

the word of God by letting the world take its place  and it usually 
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happens incrementally.  

You know, a farmer once found he could save money b y mixing a 

little bit of sawdust in with his feed, and so he k ept increasing 

the sawdust saving more and more money because he s aw no 

ill-effects.  In fact, he started to think of the s awdust as a real 

money maker up until the day before all of his cows  died.  You see, 

neglect the word of God and you're going to find th at the sky's not 

going to fall, the sun is stil l going to shine, the  world is stil l 

going to function, but spiritual sawdust will begin  creeping into 

your life, and for some it's going to be deadly.  L isten to what 

Paul told Timothy in 1 Timothy 4 .  He said:  Keep a close watch on 

yourself and on the teaching.  Persist in this, for  by so doing you 

will save both yourself and your hearers.   

See, the greatest resource that I have to share wit h others is not 

just Bible verses, it's my confident expectation th at I know who 

the way, the truth, and the life really is.  And th at only comes 

through hearing the word of God.  You know, when I share the gospel 

with someone, I always invariably start out by aski ng him a very 

simple question.  I ask them, why do you think you' re here?  I mean 

I ask them if they ever wondered why they are human  beings.  You 

know, why are human being living in the 21st centur y as opposed to 

a raccoon or a tree or a flower or a pencil?  None of those things 
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ever wonder about why they're here.  So the most ba sic question you 

could ask somebody is why are you here?  Outside of  Christ, very 

few people have any answer to that question.  You k now some say, 

"Oh, to make a difference."  Some say, "for the chi ldren" or 

something like that.  But we can easily point out t hat ten thousand 

years from now the difference that you'll make will  be nonexistent 

and the children that you live for will be long gon e.  So what 

then?  Well, the reason why folks seldom get into t hese kind of 

discussions is because deep down they know, they kn ow if they probe 

too deeply, they'll realize that unlike raccoons or  trees or 

flowers or pencils, they were created for something  more.  I mean 

God tells us in Ecclesiastes that we humans are har d wired for 

eternity.  He says he's made everything beautiful i n its time.  

Also he has put eternity into man's heart.  And ete rnity is where 

we, whose hope, whose confident expectation that in  Christ we will 

l ive and reign forever, it's where we live.  It is in eternity 

where we own the real treasure.  That's where we ow n the very keys 

to eternal life.  But it 's not enough to merely own  it, you have to 

have the strength of character, need I say the cour age to share it.  

And to be brutally frank here, one of the greatest impediments to 

giving an account for the hope that's within us is simply 

cowardice.  We're afraid of what people will think or say.  And 

trust me, this is nothing new.  I mean John 12:42  speaks of Jewish 
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belief in Jesus in Jesus' day.  This is what John s ays.  He says:  

Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed  in him.  And 

that's the good part.  But then it goes on to say t he big "but," it 

says:  But for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so 

that they would not be put out of the synagogue; fo r they loved the 

glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.   

Now back then, being put out of the synagogue liter ally meant being 

cast out of Jewish society.  It meant you were an o utcast.  We know 

that's not even remotely the case for us today.  Bu t I think we 

also know that what stil l remains after all those y ears is the fact 

that we still love the praise from man more than th e praise from 

God.  And I speak as one in authority.  I confess t o you that when 

it comes to being a coward, when it comes to being more interested 

in the praise of men than the praise of God, let me  tell you that I 

can tell you that I've been there and done that.  T here's been 

times, I've said it before, when God has given me a n opening the 

size of a Mack truck and cowardice prevailed.  

I remember it well, many, many years ago, one of th e coaches -- I 

was at a game, this is high school, and one of the coaches came up 

to me and he said, "There's something different abo ut all of your 

kids.  What is it?"  I said, "I don't know.  Just l ucky, I guess."  

There's a word for what that was, plain and simple,  it 's cowardice.  

That's what that was.  It was wanting the praise of  men more than 
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God.  But here's the good news.  The very same guy who wrote our 

text this morning about being prepared to give an a ccount also 

suffered from cowardice.  Three times he denied his  Master.  I only 

did it once as far as -- as far as I can remember.  But Peter and I 

have found the very same answer in 1 John 1:9 .  It says:  If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgiv e us our sins 

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   I mean I confessed my 

cowardice as sin and God cleansed me of that unrigh teousness 

because that's exactly what it was.  

Now in our text today Peter shows us how we can con quer our own 

cowardice.  Let me read it to you again.  He says t his:  "For the 

eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears  are open to 

their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do 

evil."  Now who is there to harm you if you are zea lous for what is 

good?  But even if you should suffer for righteousn ess' sake, you 

will be blessed.  Have no fear of them, nor be trou bled, but in 

your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always b eing prepared to 

make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope 

that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respe ct.   Now do you 

hear what Peter, the ex-coward, is telling us here?   He's really 

telling us that our greatest fear is what will real ly dictate our 

lives.  He's saying that if your greatest fear is d eath, then that 

is going to rule your life.  If your greatest fear is poverty, then 
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that will rule it as well.  The same is true for si ckness or old 

age or loneliness or any other fear that you might have.  But 

there's one fear that's unlike any other fear.  It ' s the one fear 

that can liberate you from all the other fears and give you the 

courage to account for the hope that's within you.  It 's the fear 

of God.  

Listen to how Jesus put this in Matthew 10 .  He said:  "And do not 

fear those who can kill the body but cannot kill th e soul.  Rather 

fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell ."  Jesus isn't 

talking about the devil here.  Jesus is talking abo ut his Father.  

He's talking about God.  And what Peter is telling us, he says get 

your fear priorities straight.  He says do not fear  what they fear.  

Do not be frightened and do not be troubled but in your heart set 

apart Christ as Lord.  In other words what he's tel ling us is fear 

God and fear him alone.  And when the day comes tha t you truly, 

truly fear God alone, then all the other fears are going to assume 

their rightful place.  You begin to see them for wh at they are and 

yourself for who you are:  a chosen royal priest, c alled out of 

darkness to declare the praise of the only one who' s worthy of 

fear, because that's who we are.  And Proverbs 14  says:  In the 

fear of the LORD one has strong confidence, and his  children will 

have a refuge.  The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that 

one may turn away from the snares of death.   
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So how do you present the truth to people who don't  want it?  How 

do you give away the ultimate treasure to those who  treat it like 

trash?  Well, Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:11  tells us, he says:  

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuad e others.   And 

here's how we do it.  First thing is know that but for the grace of 

God, there goes you and there goes me.  Secondly, r ealize it is all 

in the hands of the transforming wisdom of God who takes a 

profoundly ignorant fisherman like Peter and has hi m challenge the 

willful ignorance that we all wallow in.  And third ly we need to 

confess our willful ignorance for the sin that it g enuinely is and 

we need to repent of it, and to repent means to abo ut-face.  It 

means taking positive steps in an opposite directio n.  

Two suggestions for active repentance:  Number one is the 

discipline of daily Bible reading.  Understand this  is how you 

download God's files into your spiritual hard drive .  Commit to 

taking ten minutes of every day to read your Bible.   Read through a 

through-the-year Bible, I mean I've been doing that  every year for 

probably the last 20 years; and secondly, go to a B ible study.  And 

if there is no Bible study to go to, start one.  We 're not like it 

was in the days of Corinth.  We're not like it was in the days when 

Peter was around.  There are so many resources avai lable to you 

today that you can download or order that will enab le you to play a 

video of a trusted biblical teacher and then have a  discussion 
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afterwards.  It's incredibly doable today.  

Well, that's the head part.  The heart part is the confident 

expectation that God is really all you need.  But t hat part flows 

from your knowledge of God, knowledge that's no lon ger just in a 

book but it 's now in your heart.  But again discipl ine is the key.  

And lastly we are encouraged by Peter's words about  fear.  He says:  

Do not fear what the world fears.  He says do not b e frightened but 

in your heart set apart Christ as Lord.  And just a s Peter 

encourages us, it 's our job to encourage one anothe r.  Even the 

word "encourage" speaks to us.  It means literally "to give courage 

to," to encourage somebody.  I mean our job is to g ive courage to 

one another because this world is not getting any b etter soon.  

It's a scary place, and it is far scarier than this  world even 

imagines.  See, we know a lot of stuff that the wor ld does not 

know.  We know the consequences of rejecting the li fe for the 

darkness is an eternity spent in that darkness, in outer darkness.  

This is a terror that the world thinks it can laugh  at.  And Peter 

understands how critical a role we have.  He says h aving been 

called out of darkness, we call others now to join us in the light.  

We've been called to put away our cowardice.  And w e look at 

somebody like Peter, I mean he's an ex-coward, some one who went 

from ignorance and cowardice to wisdom and courage,  not by his 

strength but by him who makes all things possible.  And it's Peter 
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who tells us to always be prepared to give a defens e when called to 

account for the hope that's within us.  I mean if y ou know Jesus, 

you know two things for certain, you know first of all that you've 

been born, second of all that you've been born agai n, and now it's 

time to embrace why you were born and born again.  1 Peter  again 

tells us:  But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a ho ly 

nation, a people for his own possession, that you m ay proclaim the 

excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but n ow you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now yo u have received 

mercy.   And having received that mercy we say with Paul:  

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuad e others.   Let's 

pray.  

Father, I pray that you would give us folks to pers uade.  I pray 

that you would give us opportunities to embrace wha t Peter is 

calling us to do, that we would actually see worked  out what it 's 

like to give a defense for the hope that is within us.  I just 

continue to pray, Lord, that each of us would sense  the urgency 

with which we need to address that world that's rig ht outside our 

doors, that world that wallows in the darkness, tha t loves the 

darkness, that rejects the light, that treats the t reasure of the 

gospel like trash.  Lord, it 's our task as people w ho used to be 

there to be somebody who can bring somebody there i nto the light.  
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Give us the grace, give us the strength, give us th e courage to be 

able to do that when called upon.  And I pray this in Jesus' name.  

Amen.  
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