
    A SERVICE OF THE WORD & SACRAMENT 
October 1, 2023 

           

The Prelude 
 

The Welcome & Announcements          
 

The Silent Preparation  

 

-THE LORD CALLS US TO WORSHIP- 
 

The Salutation 
Philippians 1:2 

 
 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The Call to Worship 
Psalm 24:7-10 

 
            7 Lift up your heads, O gates!                                                        

              And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 

              that the King of glory may come in. 
            8 Who is this King of glory? 

              The LORD, strong and mighty, 

               the LORD, mighty in battle! 
            9 Lift up your heads, O gates! 

              And lift them up, O ancient doors, 

              that the King of glory may come in. 
            10 Who is this King of glory? 

             The LORD of hosts, 

             he is the King of glory! 
 

Hymn #236 
To God Be the Glory 

 

1. To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life gate that we may go in. 

 

Refrain: 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 

let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory, great things he has done! 
 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood! 
To ev'ry believer the promise of God; 
the vilest offender who truly believes, 

that moment from Jesus forgiveness receives. [Refrain] 
 

3. Great things he has taught us, great things he has done, 
and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 

but purer and higher and greater will be 
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. [Refrain] 

 

The Invocation & Prayer of Praise 

    
 
 



 
-THE LORD ASSURES US OF HIS FORGIVENESS- 

 

The Call to Confession 
Psalm 38:1-4 

 
1 O Lord, rebuke me not in your anger, nor discipline me in your wrath! 2 For your arrows have sunk into 
me, and your hand has come down on me. 3 There is no soundness in my flesh because of your 
indignation; there is no health in my bones because of my sin. 4 For my iniquities have gone over my 
head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 
                   

The Confession of Sin 
❖  Silent Prayers of Confession 

❖  General Prayer of Confession 

                Unison: 
     Almighty and most merciful Father; we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have offended against 
your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we have done 
those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. O Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are penitent, according 
to Your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, O merciful Father, for 
His sake; that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen.  

 

The Assurance of Pardon 
Galatians 4:4-7 

 
4 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you 
are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer 
a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

                             

Hymn #234 
The God of Abraham Praise 

 

1. The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, 
Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 

Jehovah! Great I AM! by earth and heav'n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name, forever blest. 

 

2. The God of Abraham praise, at whose supreme command 
from earth I rise and seek the joys at his right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow'r, 
and him my only portion make, my shield and tow'r. 

 

3. He by himself hath sworn, I on his oath depend; 
I shall, on eagles' wings upborne, to heav'n ascend. 

I shall behold his face, I shall his pow'r adore, 
and sing the wonders of his grace forevermore. 

 

4. The goodly land I see, with peace and plenty blest, 
a land of sacred liberty and endless rest. 

There milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound, 
and trees of life forever grow, with mercy crowned. 

 

5. There dwells the Lord our King, the Lord our Righteousness, 
triumphant o'er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace. 

On Zion's sacred height his kingdom he maintains, 
and glorious with his saints in light forever reigns. 

 

 
 



6. The whole triumphant host gives thanks to God on high; 
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!" they ever cry. 

Hail, Abraham's God and mine! I join the heav'nly lays; 
all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise.                                        

 
The Prayer of the Church 

1 Peter 5:6-7 
 

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.  

  
-THE LORD INSTRUCTS US FROM HIS WORD- 

 

The Old Testament Reading 
 
Ezekiel 47:1-12      
 

1 Then he brought me back to the door of the temple, and behold, water was issuing from below the 
threshold of the temple toward the east (for the temple faced east). The water was flowing down from 
below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of the altar. 2 Then he brought me out by way 
of the north gate and led me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the east; and 
behold, the water was trickling out on the south side. 3 Going on eastward with a measuring line in his 
hand, the man measured a thousand cubits, and then led me through the water, and it was ankle-deep. 
4 Again he measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was knee-deep. Again he 
measured a thousand, and led me through the water, and it was waist-deep. 5 Again he measured a 
thousand, and it was a river that I could not pass through, for the water had risen. It was deep enough to 
swim in, a river that could not be passed through. 6 And he said to me, “Son of man, have you seen this?” 
Then he led me back to the bank of the river. 7 As I went back, I saw on the bank of the river very many 
trees on the one side and on the other. 8 And he said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern region 
and goes down into the Arabah, and enters the sea; when the water flows into the sea, the water will 
become fresh. 9 And wherever the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there will be 
very many fish. For this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything 
will live where the river goes. 10 Fishermen will stand beside the sea. From Engedi to Eneglaim it will be 
a place for the spreading of nets. Its fish will be of very many kinds, like the fish of the Great Sea. 11 But 
its swamps and marshes will not become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 12 And on the banks, on both 
sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their leaves will not wither, nor their fruit fail, 
but they will bear fresh fruit every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit 
will be for food, and their leaves for healing.” 
 

The New Testament Reading 
 
Revelation 21:1-4, 22-27; 22:1-5 
 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.] 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 
have passed away.” 

22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 
24 By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates 
will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the honor 
of the nations. 27 But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, 
but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 
 

1 Then the angel] showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God 
and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of 
life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing 



of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 
in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever. 
 

The Sermon 
Rev. Dr. Michael J. Matossian 

 

Heaven: Where God Is 
Revelation 21 & 22 

 
Hymn #516 

Hallelujah! 
                                                    

1. What can separate my soul 
from the God who made me whole, 
wrote my name in heaven’s scroll? 

Nothing. Hallelujah! 
 

2. Trouble, hardship, danger, sword 
brought by those who hate my Lord? 

Slander here? Or no reward? 
Nothing. Hallelujah! 

 

3. Angels, demons, now or then? 
Wickedness dreamed up by men? 

Persecutions come again? 
Nothing. Hallelujah! 

 

4. Victors we’re ordained to be 
by the God who set us free; 

what can therefore conquer me? 
Nothing. Hallelujah! 

 

5. We face death for God each day; 
what can pluck us from his way? 

Let God’s people ever say, 
“Nothing.” Hallelujah! 

 
-THE LORD FEEDS US FROM HIS TABLE- 

 

The Confession of Faith 
The Nicene Creed 

   Unison:                                                                                                                            
 

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds; 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; 
      begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 
Who, for us and for our salvation, 

came down from heaven 
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 

and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered and was buried: 
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures; 

and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again, with glory,  
to judge both the living and the dead 
whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 



And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; 
who spoke by the prophets. 

 

And we believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; 

and we look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
                                               

The Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
❖  Words of Institution                                                                        

❖  The Breaking of the Bread   

❖  The Sharing of the Cup 

 
-THE LORD DISMISSES US TO HIS SERVICE- 

 

The Benediction 
2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you 
all. 

 
The Doxology #226 

O the Deep, Unbounded Riches 
 

O the deep, unbounded riches 
of God deserve our praise! 

How unsearchable His judgments, 
how marvelous His ways! 

For who His thoughts has fathomed, 
or counsel to Him giv’n? 

And who could make a debtor 
of God, the Lord of Heav’n? 

For from and through and to him 
are all things, now and then. 

To Him be all the glory 
forevermore. Amen. 

 

The Postlude. Scripture quotations taken from the ESV.  All Lyrics Used by Permission: CCLI #11063671 

 
    


