
Don’t Let Satan Get the Advantage Over Us!

II Corinthians 2:5-11 But if any have caused grief, he hath 

not grieved me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you 

all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, 
which was inflicted of many. 7 So that contrariwise ye ought 

rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a 

one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8 

Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love 

toward him. 9 For to this end also did I write, that I might 

know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 

10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if 

I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes 

forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest Satan should get 

an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his 

devices. 

• Possibly Paul is here referring to someone that has offended 

him personally. There were people judging him and 

condemning him. Possibly they were led by one man.

• Paul wants the man to be forgiven since he seems to have 

repented.
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• Possibly the person from I Corinthians 5 who was in sin

• Forgiving is Christlike Nehemiah 9:17 And refused to obey, 

neither were mindful of thy wonders that thou didst among 

them; but hardened their necks, and in their rebellion 

appointed a captain to return to their bondage: but thou art 

a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and of great kindness, and forsookest them not. 

• Consider the father of the prodigal son Luke 15:11-32 And 

he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a 

great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, 

and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And 

the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, 

and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy 

son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the 

best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and 

shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill 

it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was 

dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And 

they began to be merry. 

• God’s forgiveness means He doesn’t hold our sins against us 

Isaiah 43:25 I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 

transgressions for mine own sake, And will not remember 
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thy sins. Isaiah 38:17 Behold, for peace I had great 

bitterness: But thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from 

the pit of corruption: For thou hast cast all my sins behind 

thy back. 

• When we forgive we not only to forgive but we pray for them 

and love them Matthew 5:44-45 But I say unto you, Love 

your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to 

them that hate you, and pray for them which 

despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye 

may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he 

maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and 

sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

1. The church should discipline its members 5 But if any have 

caused grief, he hath not grieved me, but in part: that I 

may not overcharge you all. 6 Sufficient to such a man is 

this punishment, which was inflicted of many. 

Matthew 15-17 Moreover if thy brother shall trespass 

against thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and 

him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 

brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with 
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thee one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall 

neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he 

neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an 

heathen man and a publican. 

a. Most things can and should be handled privately

b. If you are offended by someone do not gossip but rather 

talk to the person and see if you can’t work things out

c. If that doesn’t work then you take some witnesses

d. If that doesn’t work then you take it to the church

e. The church was to take drastic steps for gross sin 

I Corinthians 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

when ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the 

power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 5 To deliver such an 

one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 

the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 

i. This man had refused to leave his sin

ii. The church had not really dealt with him

iii. They were to get together and pray turning him over to 

Satan for the destruction of the flesh

iv. Even in such a gross sin and situation we see eternal 

security 5 To deliver such an one unto Satan for 
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the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 

saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

f. Sins that are to be publicly dealt with if necessary are 

listed I Corinthians 5:9 I wrote unto you in an epistle not 

to company with fornicators: 10 Yet not altogether 

with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or 

extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go 

out of the world. 11 But now I have written unto you not 

to keep company, if any man that is called a brother 

be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a 

railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such 

an one no not to eat.

i. The person calling himself a brother that is fornicator-

involved in sexual sin

1. Pornography

2. Adultery

3. Homosexuality

4. Bestiality

ii. Covetousness or making an idol out of things, desiring 

what others have 

iii. Having idols or worshipping false gods 

iv. Railer or a fighter
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v. Drunkard

vi. Extortioner or swindler

g. Our separation from sin and brothers in sin is taught 

clearly in the Scriptures II Thessalonians 3:6 Now we 

command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 

brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the 

tradition which he received of us. 14 And if any man obey 

not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no 

company with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet 

count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a 

brother. 

2. Our goal is always restoration 6 Sufficient to such a man is 

this punishment, which was inflicted of many. 7 So 

that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and 

comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be 

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow. 8 Wherefore I 

beseech you that ye would confirm your love 

toward him. 9 For to this end also did I write, that I might 
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know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all 

things. 10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive 

also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for 

your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ; 11 Lest 

Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not 

ignorant of his devices. 

a. He had been disciplined and it was sufficient

b. They were to forgive and comfort him 7 So that 

contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and 

comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be 

swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.

c. They were to confirm their love 8 Wherefore I beseech 

you that ye would confirm your love toward him.

d. Consider how you would feel if it were you Galatians 6:1 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 

spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of 

meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be 

tempted.

3. We should forgive 9 For to this end also did I write, that I 

might know the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in 
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all things. 10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I 
forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, 

for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;

a. He wanted to see if they would be obedient in how they 

treated their brother

b. We are to forgive as Christ has forgiven us Ephesians 

4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 

forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake 

hath forgiven you.  Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one 

another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a 

quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so 

also do ye. Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy 

brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he 

repent, forgive him. 4 And if he trespass against thee 

seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again 

to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him. 

c. A way to learn to forgive is to see how God may have 

used the offense for a greater purpose as in the case of 

Joseph and his brothers Genesis 45:5 Now therefore be 

not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me 

hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life. 
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7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a 

posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great 

deliverance. 8 So now it was not you that sent me 

hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to 

Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout 

all the land of Egypt. 50:20 But as for you, ye thought 

evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring 

to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.

4. Consider the horrors of not forgiving

a. The commandment not to murder was about more than 

murder Exodus 20:13 Thou shalt not kill. 

i. It was about anger, malice, lack of forgiveness and a 

desire for revenge Matthew 5:21-22 Ye have heard that 

it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and 

whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 

22 But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with 

his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 

judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, 

Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever 

shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 
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ii. Hating your brother is murder I John 3:15 Whosoever 

hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 

murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

b. The forgiven forgive Matthew 18:21-35 Jesus saith unto 

him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until 

seventy times seven.

c. Not forgiving is to put yourself into God’s place 

Romans 12:19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 

but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, 

Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 21 Be not 

overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Proverbs 24:29 Say not, I will do so to him as he hath 

done to me: I will render to the man according to his 

work. Proverbs 24:17 Rejoice not when thine enemy 

falleth, And let not thine heart be glad when he 

stumbleth: 18 Lest the Lord see it, and it displease him, 

And he turn away his wrath from him. 
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