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KJV – Genesis 22:1-8 

 

“Behold the Wood and the Lamb” 

      In your Bibles over in the Old Testament there is a wonderful picture of Christ in the book of 
Genesis, Genesis chapter twenty-two. This evening I would like to deal with a subject that is very, 
very common, the story in the Bible about Abraham and Isaac. About how that they went up and 
God commanded Abraham to offer his only son, his promised son as a burnt offering. But like little 
Isaac asked his father going up the mountain, Father behold the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for the burnt. We all know the story and father Abraham spoke these words unto his son and 
said: My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering. And we know that He did, many 
years later on a cross just a few hills over from where that very sacrifice was offered, God came in 
the flesh to offer Himself as the perfect God-man for the sin of the world.  
 
     We know that, if we have been saved by His amazing grace. But before I read the text I want to 
ask you this question. Now remember you said you knew that, if your saved tonight the Holy Spirit 
has made you a new creature in Christ Jesus and you have received His grace, then you defiantly 
know that fact. But I want to ask you this before reading the text. Behold the wood, and behold the 
Lamb, you know that much; but where is the fire? Friends we have been made alive, we have been 
quickened through and by Jesus Christ, we have been crucified with Him and we have been risen 
again. We have been quickened through Him; but I want to first share with you this evening the text 
reading remembering the questing that I asked you. Where is the fire? Eight verses I would like to 
read to you this evening from Genesis 22:1-8. 
 
Genesis 22:1-8 

1And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and 
he said, Behold, here I am. 

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with 
him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 
of which God had told him. 

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder 
and worship, and come again to you. 
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6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire 
in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of 
them together. 

     I would like to take young Isaac’s question in our key text  of Genesis 22:7 Behold the fire and the 
wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And now change that up a bit if you truly know 
Christ this evening: Behold the Wood and the Lamb, but where is the Fire? 

     We have the wood – the Cross of Calvary; we have the Lamb – the LORD Jesus Christ. But where 
is the fire? You see we talk about revival, we talk and we pray; and we moan and we groan about 
revival. About how that we want God to send a good old fashion camp meeting, a good old revival 
and pour out His Spirit upon His people.  
 
     We can plan the meeting but God sends the Revival. We can set the time but God that has to show 
up at the event, and pour out His Spirit upon us. Church I propose the question, here is the wood, 
here is the Lamb, but “Where is the Fire?” 
 
     We speak of revival yet sometimes we don’t act like it do we? We don’t want to say Amen, Shout, 
or Praise the LORD, because we might be labeled a Holy Roller! We talk bad about the Pentecostals 
yet we won’t even shout about something worth shouting for. But we can go to the ball games and 
whoop and holler until we are red in the face, then we come to church on Sunday morning and we 
cannot hardly talk because we a so sore from yelling at the Friday night ball game. The Pentecostals 
may have the wrong end of the stick, but I’m afraid a lot of Baptist have just dropped the stick. I say 
unto you this evening: “Behold the Wood and the Lamb, but where is the Fire?” 
  
     If you are saved you should have some fire about you, you should have something to shout about. 
Just like Jesus we He was riding into town, He was rebuked by His Disciples and the Pharisees and 
they wanted the people to be quite. He said if I silence these people the very rocks will cry out.  
 
     If you think about it the rocks have a lot to say. But we have even more to say, because the LORD 
Jesus Christ has saved us through the plan of Salvation. Saved us by Grace through Faith, pulled us 
out of the mire and set us in the choir. Pulled us out of the miry pits of Hell friends and set our feet 
upon that rock to stay.  
 
     Yes the rocks they have a lot to cry out about. You say Brother Doug what could the rocks say? 
Well I know what one of them would say, one of them would jump up and down and roll around 
and say, “Well Glory, I killed me a giant! I hit him upside the head!” 
 
     I know what another little rock would say, He would say “I was smote on my side and water came 
out my other side and I quenched the thirst of the children of Israel.” I know what another rock 
would say he would say “I was sitting up there upon the hill top all by myself guarding the tomb and  
the earthquake came and I heard the thunder roar and I rolled down the hill and out walked the 
King of kings and the LORD of Lords.” 
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     You see the rocks have something to cry out about friends, they have something to shout about 
but we have even more to shout about.  
 
Matthew 3:11 
 
11I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, 
whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 
 
     “Behold the Wood and the Lamb, but where is the Fire?” 
 
I Kings 18:38 
 
38Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and 
the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
 
     But it said and then the fire of the LORD fell, there was something that happened before the then. 
There was some work to be done. There was some praying and work that had to be done. There 
was some servitude that had to be executed for the LORD of Glory.  
 
     “Behold the Wood and the Lamb, but where is the Fire?” 
 
We have the wood – The Cross of Calvary. 
 
We have the Lamb – The LORD Jesus Christ. 
 
     But where is the fire? If the LORD God has saved us by Grace through Faith where is the fire? The 
wood, the Cross of Calvary and the Lamb the LORD Jesus Christ and once He saves us He has given 
us that fire. 
 
     The excitement about three things that this lost and dying world does not have, nor can they 
provide for themselves without the LORD. The world cannot give it to them they cannot get it 
through social status or economic status or through Church membership or anything else without 
the LORD Jesus.  
 
     The Fire, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, the moment one accepts Christ by faith. You see we are 
justified by faith.  
 
Ephesians 1:12-13 
 
12 That we should be to the praise of His glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
 
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom 
also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise. 
 
 

1. The word of truth the gospel of your salvation. 
That is the everlasting Gospel, the power of God unto Salvation, to whosoever believeth, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek.  
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2. In whom after that ye believed, 
That is by faith, that’s the only way not by works but by faith. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith.  
 

3. Sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.  
You see there is no waiting for it, God doesn’t give rain checks on it. There is no praying 
weeks after or months after to get it. 

 
     “In whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.” That 
Comforter, the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of God, that’s the fire. But where is the fire?                 
 
     The wood, the Cross of Calvary and the Lamb the LORD Jesus Christ has given us the fire, that 
holy Spirit of promise. He has given us three things that we should be excited about and it should 
kindle that fire and it should keep that firing burning down deep inside of us. And no matter what, 
no matter how bad it gets no matter where we are we should not be ashamed to proclaim the name 
of Jesus Christ. We should be excited about it and willing and ready to share with the entire world. 
 

1. Sacrifice for God’s demand: 
 

     You see friends sin demands payment or God demands a payment for sin. That payment must be 
a sacrifice unto God; Holy and acceptable. 
 
 Cain and Able – We see that Able offered up a better sacrifice please unto God. And the Bible 
tells me that he did it by faith.  
 
 Elijah – Upon the Mount Carmel with the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal. He 
proclaimed the Word of God, He declared God and he said if God be God then let’s serve Him, but if 
Baal be god then let’s serve Baal. He prepared an alter, he prayed, he worked and the Bible says and 
then the fire of the LORD Fell. 
 
 Blood sacrifice of animals – Was required in the Old Testament, that blood sacrifice of 
animals. It was that sacrifice, that shedding of blood that made that atonement. There had to be the 
shedding of blood. And friends along with the shedding of that blood comes death. You see those 
animals didn’t give up that blood without dying.  
 
     Just like Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden; that animal that God had to kill, and made those 
coats of skin. It had to die, there had to be bloodshed, and there had to be a sacrifice.  
 
 Willingly Sacrifice of Christ – In the New Testament under the Covenant of Grace we have 
the willingly sacrifice of the LORD Jesus Christ. He came humble and obedient even unto death, the 
death of the cross. We have the sacrifice for God’s demand. 
 

2. Substitute for man’s downfall: 
 

 Jesus Christ – the sacrifice. You see man fell, man fell in the Garden of Eden and whereby one 
man’s sin (Adam), death entered into the world. The LORD Jesus Christ is that sacrifice because He 
was the only one with the means and the ability to do it. 
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 Jesus Christ – the lawful man. He is the Son of Man, yet also the only Begotten of the Father, 
the Son of God the only one that was Holy, acceptable and able to make that sacrifice. To make that 
atonement, to make that propitiation for our sins; because He was the perfect man.  
 
 Jesus Christ – the perfect man. We have the genealogy in Matthew that takes us all the way 
back to King David and brings us all the way up to Joseph. Which gives us the LORD, we have Jesus 
Christ, we have the blood and we have the body.  
 
 Jesus Christ – the blood and the body. They were both sacrificed and put to death on Calvary 
and they were sacrificed willingly for the substitution for man’s downfall. The payment for our sin, 
and He said whosoever will let him come and take of the water of life freely.  
 
     It is a free gift friend, you cannot buy salvation. You cannot work for your salvation and you 
cannot earn salvation. It is a free gift; for by grace are ye saved through faith.  
 

3. Saviour for man’s damnation: 
 
     He came to seek and to save that which was lost – You see when Adam and Eve fell friends they 
were duped and they were damned. They were duped by Satan and they were damned because of 
their sin, and because of their disobedience, because of their transgression and their rebellion 
against God. But our LORD Jesus Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost.  
 
     He paid our price of Sin on the Cross, for whosoever will – I do believe who so ever will. Jesus 
Christ said whosoever will let him come and take of the water of life freely.  He could do that, He 
was able to say that because He was the Saviour. 
 
 The Saviour – People may ask just how that He could have been a Saviour because He was 
born of the seed of Adam. His genealogy in Matthew came all the way down and takes us to King 
David but friends there is another genealogy in the book of Luke. That genealogy in the book of 
Luke is Mary’s; that one takes us all the way down to Adam.  
 
     If you will notice friends, the LORD Jesus Christ was not the son of Joseph. He was the only 
begotten of the Father. Joseph espoused Mary as his wife, but He was not of the seed of Joseph, he 
was not of the seed of Adam. Joseph was espoused to Mary and Mary was a virgin and the LORD 
Jesus Christ was begotten of the Holy Ghost. He is the Saviour for man’s damnation.  
 
 The Victor of Death, Hell and the Grave – He was able to do that through His death, His burial 
and His resurrection. He went to the cross willing and He died and He was sacrificed for us. He was 
our sacrifice for sin, our atonement, our remission, our propitiation. Then He was buried and on 
that third and appointed day He came up victorious over death, Hell and the grave.  
  
     I don’t have to convince you of this, because deep down you already know it. 
 
     If you have accepted Him as LORD and Saviour, you believe it. So I don’t have to argue this, 
anymore right. But what I do wonder, is if we know these truths to be real and we believe these 
truths in our heart. I say to you this: 
 
“Behold the Wood and the Lamb, but where is the Fire?” 
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But where is the fire?     
 
     We need to be happy about it we need to be joyous about it. We need not let Satan steal our 
victory and steal our joy. Because God has redeemed us; He has pulled us out of the mire and set us 
in the choir, He has put us under the spout where the glory runs out. Friends, Jesus Christ is the 
sacrifice for man, He is our Salvation, and other than Him, outside of Christ there is no other way, 
where is the Fire? 
 
 


