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Mark 1:1-8  The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;  2  As it is written in 
the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before 
thee.  3  The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.  4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.  5  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins.  6  And 
John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat 
locusts and wild honey;  7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.  8  I indeed have baptized 
you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 
 
Background: Commentaries on Mark consistently agree that this Mark could be one of three 
possible Marks identified in the scriptures: 1. John Mark, the companion to Paul and the 
nephew of Barnabas (Acts 12:12, Colossians 4:10) or 2. Marcus, who Peter called “my son” (1 
Peter 5:13) or 3. One of the seventy that accompanied Jesus Christ and the apostles during the 
earthly ministry of Jesus. The most common and most widely supported viewpoint from the 
ancient writers is the second, that this gospel was written by Marcus, Peter’s companion, as he 
recorded Peter’s recollection of the events of the ministry of Jesus. Mark also seems to be the 
earliest of the gospels to be published somewhere between A.D. 63 and 70 and possibly as much 
as ten years prior to those dates. The audience for the gospel is thought to be the Gentiles 
(Romans) because some Jewish traditions are explained in detail that would be familiar to Jews 
but foreign to Gentiles. In any case, as Hawker proclaims in his introductory remarks: “But one 
thing is certain; the HOLY GHOST gave the record. And it will be our mercy, if the same 
Almighty LORD makes it a sweet savor to our souls, that the name of JESUS may be as ointment 
poured forth!” 
 
1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 
 
Mark wastes no time getting to the point: This is the beginning of the record of the good news 
that the man Jesus is the Messiah and is the Son of God. Unlike Matthew and Luke, there is no 
recollection of the genealogy or birth of Jesus, nor of John’s or Jesus’ early years. Mark’s focus is 
upon the man Jesus, his ministry, and the culmination of his work upon earth. He begins with a 
short description of John the Baptist’s gospel ministry. 
 
2  As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee.  3  The voice of one crying in the 
wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.   
 
Mark refers to the previous testaments of the prophets (Malachi and Isaiah) about the precursor 
to the Messiah. 
 

Luke 16:16  The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of 
God is preached, and every man presseth into it. 
 
Malachi 3:1-3  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the 
messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 
LORD of hosts.  2  But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he 
appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:  3  And he shall sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they 
may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. 
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Isaiah 40:1-5  Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.  2  Speak ye comfortably to 
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for 
she hath received of the LORD'S hand double for all her sins.  3  The voice of him that crieth 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.  4  Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be 
made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain:  5  And the glory of 
the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath 
spoken it. 
 

4  John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the 
remission of sins.  5  And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they 
of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their 
sins.   
 
John was baptizing in the wilderness of Judea (where there were at least 6 cities) and Jews from 
both Judea and Jerusalem came to him repenting in expectation of remission of sins through 
Jesus Christ. John didn’t baptize for his own recognition or as a public sign of salvation, but as 
preparation of a people to receive a new covenant which would come with the messiah. 
 

Acts 19:1-5  And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed 
through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,  2  He said unto them, 
Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not 
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.  3  And he said unto them, Unto what then 
were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.  4  Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.  5  When they 
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

 
John Gill on “the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins”: “John preached that men 
should repent of their sins, and believe in Christ, who was to come; and upon their repentance 
and faith, be baptized; in which ordinance, they might be led to a fresh view of the free and full 
forgiveness of their sins, through Christ; whose blood was to be shed for many, to obtain it”. 
 
6a  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his 
loins;  
 

Luke 1:5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named 
Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her 
name was Elisabeth. 
 
Luke 1:13-17  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; and thy 
wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.  14  And thou shalt 
have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.  15  For he shall be great in the sight of 
the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother's womb.  16  And many of the children of Israel shall he turn 
to the Lord their God.  17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. 
 
Luke 1:76-80  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest: for thou shalt go before the 
face of the Lord to prepare his ways;  77  To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of 
their sins,  78  Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,  79  To give 
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.  80  
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel. 
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John was of the lineage of the priests. As such, if he had followed in that lineage he would’ve 
been clothed as a priest, but instead he was clothed as a prophet and his father, who was a 
priest, prophesied that he would be a prophet preparing the people for the ministry of Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Matthew 11:1-15  And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve 
disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their cities.  2  Now when John had 
heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples,  3  And said unto him, 
Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another?  4  Jesus answered and said 
unto them, Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see:  5  The 
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  6  And 
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.  7  And as they departed, Jesus began to 
say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A 
reed shaken with the wind?  8  But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft 
raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings' houses.  9  But what went ye out 
for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more than a prophet.  10  For this is he, 
of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way 
before thee.  11  Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not 
risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he.  12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.  13  For all the prophets and the 
law prophesied until John.  14  And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to 
come.  15  He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

So John was a prophet and the last of them to come before the messiah Jesus Christ and was 
akin to Elijah who also lived in and preached from the wilderness. John’s clothing was the garb 
of a humble preacher and prophet. 
 
6b and he did eat locusts and wild honey; 
 

Leviticus 11:21-22  Yet these may ye eat of every flying creeping thing that goeth upon 
all four, which have legs above their feet, to leap withal upon the earth;  22  Even these 
of them ye may eat; the locust after his kind, and the bald locust after his kind, and the 
beetle after his kind, and the grasshopper after his kind.  
 

John ate what the Lord provided, as many prophets that had gone before him, and especially 
like unto Elijah who was given oil and flour, water and meat, from the hand of the Lord. But 
also, there is symbolism here: locusts were destroyers of crops and brought behind them times 
of scarcity and honey was nourishment bringing health. John’s preaching was “Repent ye: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2).  
 
7  And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose.  
 

Matthew 3:11  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh 
after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: 12  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will 
throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
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Gifted with the Holy Ghost from birth, the last of the prophets (save Jesus Christ himself), and 
an extraordinary preacher, John could’ve taken liberty as a priest and prophet to build up a 
following for himself, to gain power and influence in Jewish society. Instead he remained 
humble, always preaching of the one who was to come after him: the messiah Jesus Christ. This 
is the mark of all great Christian preachers: they preach of Jesus Christ and they count 
themselves, their knowledge, and their skills as nothing. The message they preach, the good 
news of Jesus Christ, is everything. 
 
8a  I indeed have baptized you with water:  
 
John’s baptism was with water and that alone. There was no extraordinary gift nor ordinary gift 
of the Holy Ghost given to those who came to him for baptism. John had no authority to impart 
spiritual gifts. His was a baptism of repentance and one driven solely by the impact of his 
preaching and prophecy upon the hearts and minds of the Jews from Judea and Jerusalem. It 
was in preparation for the one who would come after him, who would bring the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost to all whom were chosen. 
 
8b but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 
 
Here John points to Jesus Christ and the baptisms that would come. The first being the 
manifestation of the Holy Ghost as tongues of fire upon the disciples and apostles during the day 
of Pentecost. 
 

Acts 2:1-4  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place.  2  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting.  3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  4  And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 
The second being the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost that were passed on by the laying on 
of hands from the apostles. 
 

Act 19:6  And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on 

them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.  
 
The third being the ordinary gifts of the Holy Ghost such as belief and faith which are given to 
every child of God at the moment of regeneration.  
 

Acts 2:37-39  Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto 
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  38  Then Peter said 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.  39  For the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God 
shall call. 

 
Ephesians 2:8-9  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: 
it is the gift of God:  9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
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Like John, we are Baptists and we baptize with water, not for salvation, but because of salvation. 
Jesus Christ commands his disciples to baptize as a public expression of a private change. 
 

Matthew 28:18-20  And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth.  19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  20  Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen. 

 


