
Darien Khlentzos – from drug dealer to missionary 
Darien is married to Vanessa and they have one son, Benjamin, who is 6 years old. 
Darien was a drug-addict and a drug dealer for 12 years, prior to a dramatic encounter with God that 
empowered him to break free from the chains of addiction that had held him for so long and 
became a Christian not long after, in 1996 Darien went to Africa for the first time, on a short-term 
mission trip in 2001. 
 
Darien and Vanessa were married in 2002 and together, went on another short-term mission to 
Malawi in 2003. During this mission they met one Malawian couple who had planted 80 churches! 
The spread of the Church and level of need for discipleship became increasingly evident. 
After attending Sydney Missionary Bible College part-time, and working on the staff at a Christian 
drug and alcohol rehabilitation centre, they were sent by 3 Sydney support churches as fulltime 
missionaries to work in Africa with the African Church. 
 
In 2007, they moved to Lilongwe, Malawi, where they were based for 3 years, playing key roles in 
the set-up of large-scale, city wide evangelistic missions, in conjunction with local churches of almost 
all denominations, in Lilongwe Malawi, Bujumbura Burundi and Monrovia Liberia. Throughout this 
time, Darien conducted 2 Bible studies p/week in two different marketplaces of Lilongwe, primarily 
to vendors and businesspeople and Vanessa worked with orphans. Darien also preached regularly at 
a variety of churches throughout Lilongwe and also preached in marketplaces, town halls, churches, 
prisons, city squares etc etc. during the missions that they helped set up. 
 
In 2010 Darien & Vanessa moved to Pietermaritzburg South Africa, where they continued to work 
for the same organisation and helped set up an evangelistic mission in Juba South Sudan, and set up 
a teaching mission to Monrovia, Liberia and Molo Kenya on which he also taught on the teams. He 
then helped set up another citywide mission evangelistic mission in Pietermaritzburg. 
Darien strongly believes that the Lord gave them a “crash course” in the African Church of all 
denominations and many different areas throughout these years. They both became acutely aware 
of the immense need for effective discipleship training, and that this need was multiplied 
considerably, in nations such as Liberia and South Sudan, where the Church had little access to 
resources and had gone through great trauma and difficulties due to prolonged periods of civil war. 
 
In 2013 they founded Core Training and Development Ltd., an organisation that was mandated with 
strengthening the church in Africa. This they aimed to do through providing further training 
opportunities for pastors, through strengthening bible colleges, through conducting localised 
training to pastors and through strengthening infrastructure. Since its founding, Darien has set up 
and taught on the team of teaching missions in Serrekunda in The Gambia, 4 in Monrovia Liberia, 
both to pastors and Scripture Teachers, Voinjama Liberia, Ganta Liberia, Torit South Sudan and Bor 
South Sudan. 
Core Training also works in South Sudan with Bishop Gwynne College (BGC), sponsoring graduates of 
their Diploma of Theology program to study in South Africa at degree level, and once graduated, to 
return to BGC as college lecturers. 
They also provide assistance with the college infrastructure at BGC, through providing solar power 
for the college, through installing a library management computerised system and through the 
provision of thousands of theological books, commentaries and other resources. 


