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Introduction 

God desires for His people to be happy, content, fulfilled, and full of joy. However, only the will of 

God can make us truly happy and fulfilled. Only God can work His will in us. 

The Lord revealed to Jeremiah a powerful principle: What God truly desires for His people cannot 

come to them until He first destroys what they have sought as fulfillment apart from Him. When all the 

false desires are destroyed, only then can God restore His people to what really satisfies—that is the 

Lord Himself.  

This section concludes the “book of consolation” (chs. 30–33). It looks ahead to the ultimate time of 

joy and prosperity for the people of God under the rule of the King of kings.  

I. True Satisfaction 

When I was in evangelism, I designed a soul-winning manual for a pastor in Wisconsin. I did not want 

to use a traditional introduction that characterized other evangelistic approaches, such as, “If you died 

today, where would you spend eternity?” I believed that God wanted His people to be happy and ful-

filled. It is a sense of satisfaction we get when we see our work, our dreams, our desires realized as a 

gift from God. 

It is this sense of accomplishment that makes us happy. This is what we call fulfillment. What does 

God desire of you? He wants you to be fulfilled. But we seek fulfillment apart from Him, or we want 

Him to give us what we think will fulfill us, but not Him. He is our joy. 

What we are learning in Jeremiah is that Yahweh covenanted with Israel to make them an example to 

the rest of the nations how they could have true fulfillment in a vital relationship with the Lord (Isa. 

55:11, 12). However, lamentation and sorrow filled the land because Israel would not listen, fear Him, 

or obey His Word (Jer. 33:5). 

II. The Joy of the Lord 

Jeremiah 2:13 lays out the basic issue before us. Many suppose that God is only one of many ways to 

pursue satisfaction and fulfillment in life. Jeremiah demonstrates that only God  

1. God must judge evil and bring it to a full end. 

This judgment is executed in His wrath and anger against all the workers of iniquity. That wrath in-

cludes all who identify themselves as belonging to God. The Jews were self-deceived, believing that 

their genealogical descent from Abraham guaranteed their special place in God’s favor. Jeremiah 

shows that this conclusion was wrong. 

Relationship to God requires holiness of character and righteousness of conduct, not genealogy. The 

Jews’ desires betrayed them and God declared, “I have hidden my face from this city because of all 

their evil” (Jer. 33:5).  

2. God’s wrath and anger were necessary to His showing Himself gracious and merciful (v. 6).  

The Lord takes great delight in His saving work, restoring His people to His original purpose for them. 

To do so, He must cleanse them from all their guilt of sin and rebellion against Him (v. 8).  

3. The goal is defined in the New Testament. 



In Galatians 5, Paul exhorted the believers to walk in the Spirit in order to avoid gratifying the desires 

of the flesh. The way of the flesh puts one in conflict with God and His will as governed by law. A 

careful examination of the “works of the flesh” enumerated in verses 19–21 will reveal the relation-

ship of these works to the law. Paul concludes that those who practiced the works of the flesh would 

not inherit the kingdom of God (v. 21). 

On the other hand, the fruit of the Spirit consists of nine traits that reflect the nature of God enabled by 

the indwelling Spirit. These characteristics are not governed by law but reveal the character of Christ 

in the believer. These attributes do not gratify the flesh.  

The evidence of the fruit of Spirit is a spiritual person, one able to minister to others and fulfill the law 

of Christ (Gal. 6:1). The nine aspects listed are but facets of one fruit. After love, the second attribute 

is joy. Joy is that sense of satisfaction in a righteous soul who walks with God and serves Him in His 

will.  

4. Worship is the objective of God’s restoration (vv. 10, 11).   

People with true spiritual joy worship the Lord in spirit and truth. When this work is accomplished, the 

Lord declares, “This city shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and a glory before all the nations of 

the earth who shall hear of all the good that I do for them” (v. 9). The Psalms reflect the joy believers 

celebrate in their worship and adoration of the Lord (Psa. 43:4; 5:11; 98:4).  

III. The Prosperity of the Righteous 

1. The Lord declared His intention to bring prosperity to His people again (v. 6, 9).  

The Hebrew word translated prosperity is actually the word translated peace (shalom, meaning wel-

fare, health, peace, quiet, tranquility, contentment), and it has more to do with personal relationship in 

covenant settings than with possessions. We tend to see prosperity as material success, but the biblical 

concept focuses more on contentment and satisfaction with one’s situation. Jesus must fill that need in 

all His people (1 Tim. 6:6; Phil. 4:7, 11).  

2. This kind of prosperity is foreign to the false prosperity gospel that is popular today. 

The prosperity of Pentecostals is condemned because it makes God a servant to supply what really 

makes one happy. Whatever God does, He does for His glory, not necessarily for our comfort (Psa. 

30:7). Yet, a true saint lives in the solid hope of true and permanent prosperity despite circumstances 

(Psa. 30:4, 5). 

What We Can Conclude 

1. God intends that His redeemed and forgiven people, free from the power of sin and filled with the 

Spirit, should live in the freedom of fulness of joy. As they walk in the way of righteousness without 

fear, they are free to live joyfully and worship God for His glory. 

2. Jesus, the righteous Branch, was given to redeem and unite a righteous people in the city of God that 

is also named Yahweh Tsidkenu after the King. This city is patterned on Jerusalem but not literally, un-

til the heavenly Jerusalem comes down to a purged and restored earth. Hebrews explicitly states that 

new-covenant saints in their spiritual walk are “come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem” (Heb. 12:22). 

3. This new Jerusalem is populated with “innumerable angels in festal gathering” contrasted with the 

“fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest” that caused fear and terror under the old economy. 

Therefore, “let us rejoice and exult,” for “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 

Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever” (Rev. 11:15; 19:7; Psa. 87:7). 


