
Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 

Schedule of topics 

Sat AM Session 1 - Why is a new way of doing evangelism needed? 

Sat AM Session 2 - Why does this new way of evangelism necessitate a new way of 
living? 

Sat PM  Session 3 - What makes evangelism hard? 

Sun AM Service - Sermon Text:1 Cor 3:21-4:5 - Feel Free to Proclaim 

Sun PM Session 4 - How do I get started? 





Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 1: Why is a new way of doing evangelism needed? 

People’s belief system has changed over the past 30 years 

Oneism vs Twoism (make your own diagram below) 





Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Something to look over 
A Robust Gospel Outline - Part 1 
Diagrams are Reprinted from Tell the Truth ©2002 by Will Metzger with permission from InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois. 
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Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 2 - Why does this new way of evangelism necessitate a new way of living? 

Texts: Matt 24:14, 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:44-49; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8 

Matthew 24:14 

What is a missionary? 

What does a missionary do? 

Who are your unbelieving contacts? 

Let’s pray (Col 4:3, Eph 6:19, 2 Thess 3;1-2) 





Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 3 - What make evangelism hard? 
Texts: Ephesians 6:19; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; 2 Thessalonians 3:2; Acts 17:16, 22-31; 
Colossians 4:3; 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Getting comfortable being uncomfortable 

What are your fears, personal barriers, concerns? 

Introversion, extraversion, and evangelism 



Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 

First steps for your contacts 

Acts 17:16, 22-31 

Traditional evangelism contrasted with relational evangelism 

Adept conversationalists needed 



Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 3 - Metzger’s “Three ways to converse about Christ” 
Diagrams are Reprinted from Tell the Truth ©2002 by Will Metzger with permission from InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois. 

How to Communicate Personally 217

Getting Started

Any journey has to begin with the first step. Many of us never witness be-
cause we never start. We don’t take the initiative. We are not assertive 
enough in bringing Christ into the conversation. Perhaps we worry about 
what others will think of us. This is pride. Remember we make others 
nervous because we are nervous. We are also often negative in our tone, 
adopting an unassertive stance: “You wouldn’t be interested in God, would 
you? You’re not? (Phew.) I didn’t think so.” (For questions non-Christians 
ask, see appendix 1.N.)

If you are a gifted conversationalist, you may not have this problem of 
getting started on sharing the gospel. Of course, you will need to be careful 
not to rely only on your gifts instead of on the Lord. Most of us cringe in-
wardly and fumble in our attempts to convey the gospel, yet we should trust 
God and speak. The only thing we have to lose is our pride! Keep in mind 
some comments and questions that are natural and will help introduce your 
subject. We can think through beforehand what we are going to say or ask.

Figure 4 depicts three conversations. The circles represent the layers of a 
person. The arrow shows different ways of conversing with him or her. 

Most of us tend to talk only about safe, neutral, common things—the 
weather, food prices and so on. We talk in the outside layer of our lives.

Perhaps a few go right to the heart of a person—their most personal 
thoughts—with almost no introduction. They ask, “Are you saved?” Many 
well-meaning people have used a hit-and-run approach to evangelism. By 
the grace of God, in spite of the method used, one in a thousand has come 
to the Savior. However, we often overlook the nine hundred ninety-nine 
who are infinitely harder to reach because of this abrasive and blunt ap-
proach; and we fail to see that it is in spite of, rather than because of, the 
method used that the one person has come to know the Lord.5 How often 
have you heard someone justify a large outlay of time and money in some 
evangelistic endeavor by saying, “Well, it was all worth it if one person came 
to the Lord.” Was it? Maybe ten people would have come to the Lord and 
many more softened rather than turned away if another approach had been 
used. We must learn to become assertive without being obnoxious.

A better conversation model is to begin with common interests and seek 
to move deeper into values, attitudes and beliefs. We move gradually yet 
directly, and with a purpose in mind. Our goal is to touch the conscience. 
One of the best ways to do this is by developing the art of questioning.

Figure 4. Three ways to converse about Christ 

Some questions are better than others. God’s answer will seem irrelevant 
if we ask questions like, “How may a person get fulfillment and purpose?” 
or “What about your joy and happiness?” To such me-centered questions, 
our theological answers that emphasize doctrines like justification will seem 
involved, academic and depressing. Evangelism is asking the right ques-
tions. It is leading them from secondary or misguided queries to the primary 
issues. We must meet and speak to people where they are, and we must 
know the gospel thoroughly—especially the focal point of justification by 
Christ through faith alone. The test of our evangelistic method is a simple 
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Session 3 - Metzger’s “Conversational evangelism” 
Diagrams are Reprinted from Tell the Truth ©2002 by Will Metzger with permission from InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois. 
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image; therefore, we share God’s creativity and yearn for beauty. These be-
liefs explain for the Christian why people strive to create beautiful things. 
So if the Christian can make the non-Christian consider the abstract 
question “Why do people strive to create beautiful things?” he or she can 
lead the unbeliever to consider Christian beliefs about the nature of God 
and the nature of humans.

Some non-Christians will immediately be able to discuss abstract 
questions; most will not. If we can begin with questions about the non-
Christian’s experience, we can help the person begin thinking about more 
abstract (less immediate) questions, and then about theological ones. In 
discussing theological truths, we can keep the discussion from becoming 
abstract by showing in our own lives how this truth is applied. Then we can 
attempt to speak to the conscience as to how he or she could be applying 
these truths. So in figure 5 the movement of the dialogue is from the outer 
circle to the center. This is a specific example of how approach C in figure  4 
might work.9

Once again we see that witnessing begins with merely being friendly and 
taking a genuine interest in the concerns of others. Christians who see life 
as a whole, not as separate unrelated parts, begin to be free to enjoy and 
explore all aspects of God’s world. These interests lead naturally to a dis-
cussion of meaning, values and God.

Figure 5. Conversational evangelism
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Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 4 - How do I get started? Seeking People’s Stories & a Robust Outline 
Texts: Luke 10:29-37, 2 Corinthians 2:12-17, Philippians 2:19-22, 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

2 Corinthians 2:14-17 

Right heart motive (Gal 5:14) 

The sole source of heart strength (John 15:5;Acts 4:23-31, 28:30-31; Eph 6:10-20) 

Learning to hear people’s stories… Listen for: 

Creation (origin/identity) 

Fall (brokenness/blame) 

Redemption (salvation/significance) 

Glory (satisfaction/security) 





Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 4 - Asking Good Questions - Part 1 

FROM: Tim Down’s Finding Common Ground (pages 131-133)  
[except bracketed text which is a tweak/note by Matt Bohling of Flourish] 

1. Questions About the Listener's Background 

People love to talk about themselves. So give them the chance. Ask questions about the 
listener's background in general, and include questions that will allow her to talk about her 
spiritual convictions as well. 

• What was it like around your house growing up? [Where did you grow up?  
• Where did you go to college/graduate school? Why?  
• How many siblings do you have? Where do they live? Are you relationally near to them? 

Why or why not?] 
• What things were most important to your folks? [Have you retained all of them? Why or 

why not?] 
• Did you get in trouble a lot growing up? [Can you tell me a favorite story about that?] 
• What did you get from your family that you want to pass on to your kids? 
• Did you grow up going to church? Did you enjoy it? (Or, if the person didn't grow up going 

to church: Do you wish you had?) 
• Do you think you'll have your kids go to church someday? 

2. Questions Asking the Listener's Opinion or Advice 

I think the average listener is almost shocked to be asked for his or her opinion by someone 
who really wants to hear it. Endless topics and current events might encourage the listener to 
look at things from a spiritual perspective. 

• I see you've got cable. What do you let your kids watch? [Do you let your kids play games 
above their age rating? Assuming yes, how did you decide that?] 

• What do you think of all the junk that's on the Internet? (I've yet to meet anyone who thinks 
it's all good.) 

• Did you see What Dreams May Come? Incredible effects! What did you think about the 
way they pictured heaven? [Or pick another recent movie, play, song ANYTHING with 
broad cultural appeal the person might have seen/heard that has something spiritual to talk 
about in it.] 

• How do you celebrate Christmas at your house? [Do you celebrate Earth Day? How/Why?] 
• What do you think about the cloning issue? [What do you think about Seattle’s bag tax?] 
• [Did you follow that trial of the PA doctor who was convicted of killing 3 babies?] 



Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 4 - Asking Good Questions - Continued 

3. Questions that Involve the Listener's Imagination 

Some questions call on the listener to put himself in a certain situation and imagine what he'd 
do. This kind of "role-playing" can allow you to talk beyond the monotony of day-to-day events. 

• Did you hear about Mary's diagnosis? What would you do if you found out you had cancer? 
• If you had plenty of money and could do anything you want for a living, what would you do? 

[What’s on your “bucket list”? What do you hope to do once you retire?] 
• What would you do if you found out your parents were planning to get a divorce? 

4. Questions that Ask for the Listener's Emotions 

On a daily basis, we rarely communicate beyond the factual level. A question that asks a listener 
to consider her feeling may cause her to see an issue in a completely different way. 

• How do you feel about all these hate crimes? [Do you think the police are racially biased?] 
• I have a friend whose husband has just been given three months to live. How would you feel 

if that were you? 
• How would you feel if one of your kids really began to rebel? 
• How would you feel if your house burned down and you lost everything? 

I once asked a factory co-worker for his opinion about something in the Bible. I listened to his 
thoughts with very little comment. A week later he came back to me and said, "You know, I've 
been thinking about that question you asked me, and I think..." I've always wondered, if I had 
taken a different approach, if he would have come back and said, "You know, I've been thinking 
about that lecture you gave..." By planting with good questions, a sower begins to encourage 
two-way communications on a spiritual level. Once that is accomplished, the harvest may be just 
around the corner. 



Evangelism 101: Connecting to Our Community 
Session 4 - A Robust Gospel Outline 
Diagrams are Reprinted from Tell the Truth ©2002 by Will Metzger with permission from InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois. 
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