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Those who do not fear the Lord are doomed to be judged by Him.
I. The depravity of humankind is total. (v. 1-2)

When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, and Abraham walked along
with them to see them on their way. Then the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am
about to do? Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth
will be blessed through him. For I have chosenhim, so that he will direct his children and his
household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the
LorD will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him.”

Then the LORD said, “The outcry against Sodomand Gomorrah is so great and their sin so
grievous that | will go down and see if what they have done is as bad as the outcry that has
reached me. If not, I will know.”

The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the
LORD. Then Abraham approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with the
wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? Will you really sweep it away and
not sparethe place for the sake of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do sucha
thing—to Kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be
it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” (Genesis 18:16-25)

In a similar way, Sodomand Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to
sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the
punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 1:7 see also 2 Peter 2:6)

The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that
every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. (Genesis 6:5)

As it Is written:
“There is no one righteous, not even one;
there is no one who understands;
there is no one who seeks God.
All have turned away,
they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.” (Romans 3:10-12)

Il. God’s corrective measures are often ignored across all classes of people. (v. 3-6)

“You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your
ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit!”” (Acts 7:51)



The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of
their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and
wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. (Revelation 9:20)

Whoever remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed—without remedy.
(Proverbs 29:1)

I11. Idolatry is closely associated with sexual immorality. (v. 7-9)

The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of
people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s
invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but
their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be
wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look
like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.

Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the
degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and
worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural
sexual relations for unnatural ones. In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations
with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with
other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. They have
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy,
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant
and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; they have no
understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. Although they know God’s righteous decree that
those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also
approve of those who practice them. (Romans 1:18-32)

IV. People misunderstand God’s long-suffering as indifference about sin. (v. 10-13)

Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following
their own evil desires. They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the beginning of creation.” But they
deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was
formed out of water and by water. By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and
destroyed. By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for
the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and
a thousand years are like a day. The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some



understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone
to come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.
Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought
to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That
day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the
heat. But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth,
where righteousness dwells.

So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found
spotless, blameless and at peace with him. (2 Peter 3:8-14)

V. God reiterates He is about to judge His people. (v. 14-17)

VI. But once again, the Lord promises undeserved mercy. (v. 18-19)

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the
Babylonian kingdom— in the first year of his reign, 1, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of
Jerusalem would last seventy years. (Daniel 9:1-2)

VII. God judges people for failure to fear Him as they should. (v. 20-25)

For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have
closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand
with their hearts and turn, and | would heal them.” (Matthew 13:15)

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to
walk in obedience to him, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul... (Deuteronomy 10:12)

Fear the Lord your God and serve him. Hold fast to him and take your oaths in his name.
(Deuteronomy 10:20 & 6:12)

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is
understanding. (Proverbs 9:9)

By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
their starry host by the breath of his mouth.
He gathers the waters of the sea into jars;
he puts the deep into storehouses.
Let all the earth fear the LORD;
let all the people of the world revere him.
For he spoke, and it came to be;
he commanded, and it stood firm. (Psalm 33:6-9)



VIIl. God also judges His people for the way they treat others. (v. 26-29)

The second [most important commandment] is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” There is
no commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:31)

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. (James 1:27)

““When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather
the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poorand for the foreigner residing among
you. [ am the Lord your God.’” (Leviticus 23:22)

For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: “The one who is unwilling to work
shall not eat.”

We hear that some among you are idle and disruptive. They are not busy; they are busybodies.
Such people we command and urge in the Lord Jesus Christ to settle down and earn the food
they eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12)

IX. The religious leaders were leading people astray. (v. 30-31)

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for
darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. (Isaiah 5:20)



