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Genesis 25:1-18 

The Blessing of God Continues 

 

 

Have you ever heard of George Whitefield? 

- He was a man uniquely used of God back in the 18
th

 century 

- He was an evangelist that God used to spark a revival that sent shockwaves throughout the world 

 

I am currently reading a two-volume biography on this man 

- It is intriguing since I am learning a lot more about this man of God than I ever thought I would 

 

I read details about: 

- Whitefield’s life 

- Whitefield’s habits 

- Whitefield’s weaknesses 

- Whitefield’s successes 

 

Of course, a good writer will help you to see things about another person that you might not catch otherwise 

 

The first Sunday in May will mark our one-year journey of this book 

- Some of you doubted that I could finish this book in less than five years 

- But do you realize that Genesis 25 is the halfway point of the book? 

 

From this point forward, we will pick up some momentum as we reach more and more narrative sections 

- These chapters will give us biographical details about many men and women that we are familiar with 

o Isaac and Rebekah 

o Jacob 

o Esau 

o Laban 

o Joseph 

o Pharaoh 

 

But for the past 13 chapters, we have focused our attention on one human life 

- Abraham 

 

This man towers above most in the Scriptures 

- He was a man who had spiritual privileges that most of us can only dream of 

 

But this morning, this spiritual giant will die 

- We are all invited to his funeral 

- You will never guess who shows up 

 

But God’s story doesn’t end with Abraham 

- No, the story of God continues long after Abraham dies 

- The blessing of God continues 

 

 

Let’s read Genesis 25:1-18 
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This morning, two thoughts will dominate our time as we look at the first half of Genesis 25 

- The death of Abraham (25:1-11) 

- The descendants of Abraham (25:12-18) 

 

 

I. The death of Abraham (25:1-11) 

 
1 

Now Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah.   

 

In Genesis 23, we learned of the death of Sarah 

- Abraham had spent 62 years of married life together 

- That is a long time! 

 

We know that Abraham lived 38 years after the death of Sarah 

- But his life is a little sketchy during this time 

- We aren’t given a lot of specific details 

 

One thing that we do know is that Abraham “took another wife, whose name was Keturah” 

- We are not given details in the early part of Genesis 25 about when this took place 

 

Did Abraham take on another wife while Sarah was still alive? 

- Did Abraham become lonely after Sarah’s death and remarry? 

 

We must keep in mind that Genesis is not always written in chronological order 

- For example, we read of Abraham’s death in Genesis 25:7 

- But we read that Isaac fathered twins when he was 60 years old (25:26) 

- Do the math – Abraham lived to see his grandsons turn 15 years old! 

 

Some parts of Genesis come at us with a thematic focus 

- The author is writing to highlight themes more than strict chronology 

 

Ultimately, we don’t know when Abraham married Keturah
1
 

 

But we know that he married Keturah 

- The Text is clear that she became his “wife” 

 

We don’t have any more information about Keturah
2
 

- Nothing about her family 

- Nothing about her religion 

 

 
2
 And she bore to him Zimran and Jokshan and Medan and Midian and Ishbak and Shuah.  

3
 And Jokshan 

became the father of Sheba and Dedan. And the sons of Dedan were Asshurim and Letushim and Leummim.  
4
 

And the sons of Midian were Ephah and Epher and Hanoch and Abida and Eldaah. All these were the sons of 

Keturah.   

 

Abraham and Keturah enjoyed the blessing of God as it relates to children 

- Six children are listed here 

                                                 
1
 Allen P. Ross, Creation & Blessing, 426. 

2
 Henry M. Morris, The Genesis Record, 407. 
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- Two of these children – Jokshan and Midian – are said to have borne children of their own 

 

Let’s keep in mind that Abraham was 137 years old when Sarah died 

- So Abraham is late in his life 

 

Yet he is still being blessed by the LORD 

- He is enjoying the privilege of fatherhood 

 

Most of these names that we encounter in verses 2-4 are associated with Arabic people groups
3
 

- Ironic, isn’t it, that Abraham would be the father to both the Jews and the Arabs! 
 

 

5
 Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac;   

 

With all the children that Abraham has fathered, dividing the inheritance could be difficult 

- But not so with this man 

 

All throughout our study of the life of Abraham, we have been told of a promised son who would be special 

- This son, unlike any other, would be uniquely blessed of God 

 

Hagar bore Ishmael to Abraham when he was 86 years old 

- Keturah bore these six children to Abraham in his late years 

 

Even though Abraham had many children, verse 5 tells us that he “gave all that he had to Isaac” 

- Isaac was the sole heir to Abraham’s inheritance 

- This is exactly what Abraham’s servant told Rebekah’s family back in 24:36, “Now Sarah my master's 

wife bore a son to my master in her old age; and he has given him all that he has” (emphasis mine) 

 

Normally, the firstborn received a double share of the inheritance 

- But God’s plan countered the typical customs of the day 

 

Isaac was different from every other child of Abraham 

- Isaac was born out of a humanly impossible situation 

- Sarah had been barren for years; however, the LORD opened her womb late in life so that she could bear 

this promised son 

 

But what about Abraham’s other children? 

- What about Ishmael? 

- What about the six children of Keturah? 

 

 
6
 but to the sons of his concubines, Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his 

son Isaac eastward, to the land of the east.   

 

Abraham was generous even with those who “sons of his concubines” 

- He gave them “gifts while he was still living” 

 

 

 

                                                 
3
 Ibid., 408. 
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Did Abraham have to give these children any part of his inheritance? 

- By law, he didn’t have to give anything to the children of concubines
4
 

- Yet he did 

 

It is interesting that “concubines” is plural 

- We know that Abraham was married to Sarah and Keturah 

- But now we learn of “concubines” – more than one 

- Could this possibly refer to Hagar?
5
 

 

The deeper you dig into this man’s life, you see that he was not perfect by any means 

- But isn’t that the way with all of us? 

 

We are riddled with imperfection, bad habits, and spiritual blemishes on our character 

- Yet God continues to bless us with His grace, mercy, and love 

- He continues to use us, despite ourselves 

 

After giving gifts to these other children, Abraham “sent them away from his son Isaac eastward, to the land of 

the east” 

- Now this is interesting 

 

Why would Abraham send his children “away from his son Isaac”? 

- No doubt to protect Isaac 

 

God has already made it clear that it would be through Isaac that Abraham’s lineage would continue 

- It would be through Isaac that the Abrahamic Covenant would continue 

 

As we have seen throughout Genesis, “east” is seen to be away from the land of blessing 

- When Adam and Eve were driven from the Garden of Eden, and cherubim guarded the easternmost 

entrance (3:24) 

- After killing his brother, Cain settled toward the east of Eden (4:16) 

- When given a choice, Lot chose the land to the east – this turned out to be where Sodom and Gomorrah 

were positioned (13:11) 

- The angel of the LORD told Hagar that her son, Ishmael, would live in opposition to his brothers and that 

he would live to the east of his brothers (16:12) 

 

So it makes sense that when Abraham sends his children away from the land of blessing, which direction were 

they sent? 

- “eastward, to the land of the east” 

 

These children were being driven away from the land of blessing 

- Away from the Promised Land 

- Away from any inheritance in the land of Canaan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4
 Bruce K. Waltke, Genesis: A Commentary, 338. 

5
 Kenneth A. Mathews, NAC, Vol. 1B, 355. 
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7
 And these are all the years of Abraham's life that he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years.   

 

This settling of the inheritance was the last known act of Abraham that is recorded in the Scriptures 

- Knowing that his earthly days were nearing their end, he gave away his inheritance and gave gifts to his 

other children 

 

Then we are told of Abraham’s death 

- He lived 175 years 

 

Back in Genesis 12, the LORD commanded Abram to leave his homeland 

- Genesis 12:4 tells us, “So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. 

Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran” 

 

Abraham lived in the land of Canaan – the Promised Land – for 100 years
6
 

- One century of living in the land of blessing 

 

Even at the age of 175, this is drastically shorter than some of the people mentioned earlier in the book of 

Genesis
7
 

- We are reminded that Adam lived to be 930 years old! 

 

The lifespan of humanity decreased significantly after the Fall of man 

- So for Abraham to live this long was definitely a sign of God’s blessing 

 

 
8
 And Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and he was 

gathered to his people.   

 

The author includes a brief summary of Abraham’s death 

 

“Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age” 

- What a sober reminder of death! 

- Death occurs when you take your last breath! 

 

Abraham was “an old man and satisfied with life” 

- This man was blessed by the LORD to have lived a long life 

 

Not only was it a long life, but it was a satisfying life 

- What a blessing! 

 

It is one thing to live a long life 

- But it is very possible for a long life to be a hard life 

o Health difficulties 

o Sorrow of seeing loved ones and friends dying 

 

I have a pastor friend who is in his late 20’s 

- He was recently diagnosed with a quick-spreading cancer 

 

 

                                                 
6
 Victor P. Hamilton, NICOT, Genesis 18-50, 167. 

7
 Leon J. Wood, A Shorter Commentary on Genesis, 93. 
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There is no guarantee that any one of us will live to be old 

- Even if we are permitted a long life, there is no guarantee that that life will be satisfying! 

 

But Abraham lived both a long life and a satisfying life 

 

Moses writes that Abraham “was gathered to his people” 

- This is an unusual phrase that is only used a few times in the OT 

- Every occurrence takes place in the Pentateuch
8
 

- It is only used of Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, and Aaron 

 

The phrase cannot refer to his burial
9
 

- Remember, Abraham was not buried with his ancestors 

- Sarah was the only person buried in the cave of Machpelah 

 

Some commentators believe that this expression refers to the reuniting of the deceased with their loved ones 

after death
10

 

- Taken this way, death is not the end 

- It is merely the beginning of eternity in heaven or hell 

 

Jesus Himself spoke of what became of the rich man and Lazarus after physical death 

- The rich man went to Hades, where he was tormented (Lk 16:23) 

- The poor man, however, was carried away to “Abraham’s bosom” (16:22) 

 

The first person that the phrase “was gathered to his people” describes is none other than Abraham 

- Hence, that is the OT title of the place for believers after death 

 

In the NT, we find that “those who are of faith…are sons of Abraham” (Gal 3:7) 

- We are identified with him, some thousands of years later 

 

In the grand scheme of things, very little is mentioned of Abraham’s death
11

 

- No elaborate ceremony is recorded 

- No great eulogies given by his children 

 

 
9
 Then his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar 

the Hittite, facing Mamre,  
10

 the field which Abraham purchased from the sons of Heth; there Abraham was 

buried with Sarah his wife.   

 

At the death of Abraham, we are not surprised to read of Isaac being in attendance 

- After all, he is the chosen seed 

- It would be through him that the Covenant would continue 

- But we are very surprised to read that Ishmael shows up! 

 

It has been 70 years since we last heard of Ishmael 

- He and his mother, Hagar, were asked to leave the household of Abraham by Sarah herself 

 

                                                 
8
 Genesis 25:8 (Abraham), 17 (Ishmael); 35:29 (Isaac); 49:29, 33 (Jacob); Num 20:24 (Aaron), 26 (Aaron); 27:13 (Moses); 31:2 

(Moses); Deut 32:50 (Aaron).    
9
 Waltke, 340. 

10
 C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, A Commentary on the Old Testament, Genesis, 168. 

11
 John H. Sailhamer, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Genesis, 180. 
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How he heard of Abraham’s death so quickly, we don’t know 

- We know that he was there with Isaac to bury Abraham
12

 

- There doesn’t appear to be any bitterness on the part of Ishmael toward his father 

 

We also don’t know whether Isaac and Ishmael attempted to reconcile with one another 

- That sometimes happens in a time of grief or loss 

 

The text tells us that Abraham was buried “in the cave of Machpelah” 

- This is the plot of land that Abraham bartered for back in Genesis 23 

- This was Abraham’s purchased possession, bought with money 

 

This plot of land would become the burial place for Isaac, Rebekah, Leah, and Jacob 

 

 
11

 And it came about after the death of Abraham, that God blessed his son Isaac; and Isaac lived by Beer-lahai-

roi.   

 

With Abraham off the scene, what would happen next? 

- Were God’s promises null and void? 

 

Moses informs us that after Abraham’s death “God blessed his son Isaac” 

- The blessing of God now rests on Isaac, Abraham’s son 

 

God’s promise to Abraham back in Genesis 12 was, “And I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, 

and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; 
3
 and I will bless those who bless you, and the one 

who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (12:2-3) 

- That blessing was passed on to Isaac 

 

The world will continue to be blessed through the lineage of Abraham 

- Even though this one man has died, the blessing of God continues 

 

This should remind us that none of us is indispensable in the purposes of God 

- In no way is God limited by us 

 

God is much bigger than any individual 

- None of us would dare to make ourselves equal with Abraham, would we? 

 

Yet after Abraham’s death, God’s plan continues! 

- The blessing of God is passed on to the next generation 

 

Even though we have witnessed the burial of Abraham, don’t think for a second that he will be forgotten 

- His name appears in 27 of the 66 books of the Bible 

 

He was a man uniquely blessed of God 

- He is the only person in Scripture to have the title, “friend of God” (2 Chr 20:7; James 2:23) 

- Fourteen (14) times the phrase, “the God of Abraham” is mentioned 

- He has the privilege of being in the Messiah’s human genealogy, according to Matthew 1:1 

 

 

                                                 
12

 Mathews, 356. 
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The Covenant which the LORD cut with Abraham still blesses to this day 

- Some of those promises have yet to reach their final fulfillment 

 

The NT writers Paul and James use Abraham as an example of faith and righteousness for New Covenant 

believers 

- Certainly, there is a lot to learn from this man
13

 

- Yet, we must hasten on 

 

We have noticed the death of Abraham 

- Now we turn our attention to the descendants of Abraham 

 

 

II. The descendants of Abraham (25:12-18) 

 
12

  Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's 

maid, bore to Abraham;   

 

As we come to 25:12, we encounter an expression that should be familiar to us 

- It is the Hebrew word tAdleAT (toledot) 

 

This word has several different English renderings 

- “generations” 

- “history” 

- “account” 

 

Moses, as the editor and human author of Genesis, uses this Hebrew term to narrow the focus and perspective 

- It is the tracing of a certain genealogy, moving from a universal to a particular perspective 

 

Moses’ use of the tAdl.At accomplishes three purposes
14

 

- It narrows the focus to the elect line of promise 

- It introduces the subject matter of previous material 

- It looks forward to the future progeny or descendants 

 

This term is a hinge or transition between two sections of Scripture 

 

Thus far, we have looked at six (6) such uses of this Hebrew word 

 

2:4a – “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created” 

- This was the only logical place for Moses to begin his writing 

- He begins this narrowing process with the universal approach to the creation of the heavens and the 

earth 

 

5:1a – “This is the book of the generations of Adam” 

- After the most universal approach, Moses limits his writing to humanity 

- Obviously, the only human lineage he could trace is that of Adam 

 

 

                                                 
13

 W.H. Griffith-Thomas, Genesis: A Devotional Commentary, 217-222. 
14

 Mathews, 47. 
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6:9a – “These are the records of the generations of Noah” 

- After tracing Adam, he focuses specifically on the lineage of Noah 

 

10:1 – “Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons 

were born to them after the flood.” 

- Another obvious choice for Noah’s lineage is that they are the only humans to be Divinely spared from 

the universal Flood! 

- It would be through their lineage that the Messiah would come 

 

11:10a – “These are the records of the generations of Shem” 

- Of the three sons of Noah, the future Deliverer would come through Shem 

 

11:27a – “Now these are the records of the generations of Terah” 

- Down the family tree of Shem we encounter a man by the name of Terah 

- Terah is the elect line that Moses describes next 

- Specifically, Terah’s son, Abraham 

 

25:12 – “Now these are the records of the generations of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, 

Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham” 

- We are now current with our study of Genesis in the lineage of Ishmael 

 

So if Moses uses this familiar toledot structure to limit the scope of humanity to the line of the Messiah, why 

does he include Ishmael? 

- Clearly, Ishmael is not the seed through whom the Deliverer will come 

- That privilege is for Isaac 

 

Well, the short answer is that Moses includes Ishmael since he was the firstborn of Abraham 

- With the recent mention of Ishmael attending Abraham’s burial, he is brought back into focus 

- We haven’t heard of him in nearly seventy (70) years! 

 

 

So Moses’ use of the toledot helps us to limit humanity 

- You might think of a forest 

 

Begin by selecting the universe 

- Then select a single planet 

- Then a single country on that planet 

- Then a single state 

- Then a single city 

- Then a single block 

- Then a single group of trees 

- Then a single tree 

- Then a single branch of that tree 

 

That is precisely what Moses has been doing 

- And he isn’t finished yet! 

 

Next week, we will encounter another use of the toledot 

- 25:19a – “Now these are the records of the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son” 
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It shouldn’t surprise any of us to see Isaac as being the next focal point in Genesis 

- He is the chosen line through which the future Savior of humanity would come 

 

Moses includes these verses about Ishmael to “wrap up” his life before moving on to Isaac 

- After this account, the perspective and focus shift decisively to Isaac 

 

God is shown to be faithful, even to the non-elect lineage of Ishmael 

- Ishmael has been out of our focus for the past few chapters 

- But he has been very much in the focus of God 

 

As Psalm 136:3 says, “Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for His lovingkindness is everlasting” 

- Great is His faithfulness! 

 

 
13

 and these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the first-

born of Ishmael, and Kedar and Adbeel and Mibsam  
14

 and Mishma and Dumah and Massa,  
15

 Hadad and 

Tema, Jetur, Naphish and Kedemah.   

 

The twelve sons of Ishmael are listed here 

- This doesn’t include the daughters of Ishmael 

- We know that he had at least two daughters (28:9; 36:3-4, 10, 13, 17)
15

 

 

Moses is showing that God’s promises to Hagar came true 

- To Hagar, the angel of the LORD said, “I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they shall be too 

many to count” (16:10) 

- To Abraham, God said, “And as for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make 

him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will 

make him a great nation” (17:20) 

- To Abraham God said, “And of the son of the maid I will make a nation also, because he is your 

descendant” (21:13) 

- To Hagar, God said a second time, “Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him by the hand; for I will make a 

great nation of him” (21:18) 

 

We see, in a summary fashion, that God indeed blessed Ishmael 

- Why? 

- Why did God bless this non-elect seed of Abraham? 

 

Simply because He desired to bless him 

- Ishmael was a son of Abraham 

- That overarching blessing of Abraham spilled over to his son, even though he would not be the lineage 

of the Messiah 

 

 
16

 These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages, and by their camps; twelve princes 

according to their tribes.   

 

Back in 17:20, God had reassured Abraham regarding Ishmael, “I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and 

will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I 

will make him a great nation” 

                                                 
15

 Ibid., 359. 
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- God’s Word had, indeed, come true 

- God was faithful to His Word 

 

Like the children of Abraham through Keturah, most of these children of Ishmael have connections with the 

Arabs 

- These children of Ishmael were nomads living in tents 

 

 
17

 And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, one hundred and thirty-seven years; and he breathed his last 

and died, and was gathered to his people.   

 

After recording the twelve sons of Ishmael, Moses records the death of Ishmael 

- Ishmael died at the age of 137 

- He lived 48 years after his father, Abraham 

 

Similar expressions are given of Ishmael as they were of Abraham 

- “and he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people” 

 

No mention is made of Ishmael dying 

- In old age 

- As an old man 

- Being satisfied with life 

 

The angel of the LORD told Hagar about her son, “And he will be a wild donkey of a man, his hand will be 

against everyone, and everyone’s hand will be against him; and he will live to the east of all his brothers” 

(16:12) 

- Ishmael’s life was one of a vagabond 

- He was separated from his brothers 

- He was probably a loner 

 

So naturally his life would not be as satisfying as the life of his father Abraham 

 

But the expression “and was gathered to his people” is given for Abraham and Ishmael 

- Did Ishmael come to trust in Yahweh? 

- Did he identify himself as a follower of the LORD like his father? 

 

We are not told the specifics 

- But we are told that he was “gathered to his people” 

 

 
18

 And they settled from Havilah to Shur which is east of Egypt as one goes toward Assyria; he settled in 

defiance of all his relatives. 

 

The descendants of Ishmael settled “from Havilah to Shur” 

- These various people groups were scattered across the Arabian desert 

 

A final closing statement is given regarding Ishmael, “he settled in defiance of all his relatives” 

- It seems that Ishmael lived in hostility against his brothers 

- Most likely, there was discord between members of this family
16

 

                                                 
16

 Ibid., 364. 
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What a contrast of lives between father and son 

- Abraham enjoyed the blessing and favor of God wherever he went 

- Ishmael seemed to be on the run his entire life 

 

Imagine being the firstborn son of Abraham 

- You enjoy your father’s love for 14 years 

- Yet you hear that your father will have a son in the future who will carry on the family name 

 

You, on the other hand, are soon driven away from your father’s household by your father’s wife who is not 

your mother 

- You are separated from your father for nearly 70 years before you come back to bury him 

 

During these 70 years, you live in defiance of your relatives 

- You have children; however, they will never be famous or well-known 

- Your life is just an average life 

 

Meanwhile, your brother, Isaac, enjoys the blessing of God  

- His children will become famous all over the world 

- Through his children the Messiah would come! 

 

I think we can relate to Ishmael, can’t we? 

- With a possible exception, none of us will become famous worldwide 

- We will live “average” lives while the world passes us over 

 

But even though the world will never be our stage, we can still enjoy the blessing of God 

- God remains faithful to the famous and the not-so-famous 

 

Isn’t that what we are really living for, anyway? 

- Those of us who are followers of the Lord truly seek His blessing 

- We could care less what the world thinks of us 

 

Like Ishmael, we will live and die 

- After we are dead and gone, we will be forgotten except by a few close friends and our families 

 

But we will be gathered to our people 

- We will spend eternity with our loved ones who are in heaven 

- We will experience the glories of heaven as we worship and serve our Lord forever and ever 

 

That, my friend, is a life worth living 

- That is a pursuit worth pursuing 

 

All of us will live and die, unless the Rapture takes place during our lifetimes 

- Are you enjoying the blessing of God? 

- Does your life bring glory to God? 

 

The book of Hebrews informs us that “And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to 

God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him” (11:6) 

 

Do you know that it is impossible for you to please God apart from genuine trust in Him? 

- The author of Hebrews tells us that we must “believe” who He is 
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As we said last week, this belief is not just gathering facts about someone 

- It is not just intellectually agreeing that Jesus lived and died 

 

Genuine, saving, Biblical belief is a trust and commitment 

- It is coming to understand who Jesus is and entrusting your very soul to him 

 

A lot has changed in the book of Genesis from those early chapters 

- But one thing has remained the same 

- Death will take place to all of us 

 

This brief, earthly life will soon come to an end 

- You may or may not live a long life like Abraham 

- You may or may not live a satisfying life like Abraham 

 

But, like Abraham, you will face death 

- Are you prepared to die? 

- Do you know where you will spend eternity? 

 

The blessing of God continues, long after Abraham’s death 

- The hope of a future Deliverer was passed down from generation to generation 

 

One day, that hope become a reality 

- The Seed of the woman spoken of back in Genesis 3:15 came to undo with sin had done 

- This Messiah came to bring a blessing where the curse of sin had left its mark 

 

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 

among whom I am foremost of all.  
16

 And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, 

Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for 

eternal life” (1 Tim 1:15-16) 

 

Are you believing in Jesus Christ? 

- Are you placing personal trust and commitment to Him? 

 

The Bible is painfully clear, my friend, that “there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 

heaven that has been given among men, by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12) 

 


