
THE LARGER AND SHORTER CATECHISMS. 
 

WHAT MAN OUGHT TO BELIEVE CONCERNING GOD 

 

QUESTIONS # 42 & 23. 
 

(Larger Catechism) 
Q #42. Why was our Mediator called Christ? 
A. Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was anointed with the Holy Ghost above 
measure,1 and so set apart, and fully furnished with all authority and ability,2 to execute the 
offices of prophet,3 priest,4 and king of his church,5 in the estate both of his humiliation and 
exaltation. 

(Shorter Catechism) 
Q #23. What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer? 
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, 
both in his estate of humiliation and exaltation.6 
_________________________ 
Question 1—Why is the Mediator called Christ? 

Answer—Calling the Mediator Christ means the same thing as the Old Testament term 
Messiah, John 1:41.  It is a name which signifies one who is anointed in the both Greek 
(χριστός) and Hebrew ( יחַ  ִׁ֣  Under the ceremonial law, this anointing was used in the public  .(ָמש 
inauguration and investiture of the certain offices, each of which are designated by this and 
called God’s anointed: 1.) Prophets, who minister the word of God to his people, Ps. 105:15.  
2.) Kings, who were to rule over the people of God, 1 Sam. 16:6.  3.) Priests, who were 
always anointed upon assuming the office, Lev. 8:30; especially the high priest, cf. Lev. 
8:12; Ps. 133:2. 

By this ordinance was signified God’s designation of the person to the office, signifying 
that both the gifts necessary to qualify for the office and the grace necessary to carry it out 
were dependent upon him, 2 Cor. 1:21; wherefore, those who occupy these offices are 
called the LORD’s anointed, 2 Sam. 1:14.  In this, they typified the solemn inauguration and 
investiture of our Saviour, who exercises the offices of Prophet, Priest and King of his 
church, having received this commission from the Father to do so, Acts 4:27.  This unction, 
or anointing to investiture, which was typified in those under the ceremonial law of Moses, 
is attended with greater glory and spiritual power in Jesus, Ps. 45:7.  He was anointed to 
execute the prophetic office in his preaching, Isa. 61:1; Luke 4:18, 21.  He was anointed to 
execute the priestly office of making redemption for sin, Dan. 9:24.  He was anointed to 
execute the office of king ruling over all things for his church, Ps. 2:2, 6.  Wherein, we see 
that he has received of this anointing in greater measure than any other, John 3:34. 
Question 2—What were the purposes of anointing the Mediator above measure? 
                                                           
1 John 3:34; Ps. 45:7. 
2 John 6:27; Matt. 28:18-20. 
3 Acts 3:21, 22; Luke 4:18, 21. 
4 Heb. 5:5-7; 4:14, 15. 
5 Ps. 2:6; Matt. 21:5; Isa. 9:6, 7; Phil. 2:8-11. 
6 Acts 3:21, 22; Heb. 12:25; 2 Cor. 13:3; Heb. 5:5-7; 7:25; Ps. 2:6; Isa. 9:6, 7; Matt. 21:5; 
Ps. 2:8-11. 



Answer—First, it notes his being set apart or separated from the rest of mankind, as the 
Person who was designed to execute these offices from eternity, 1 Pet. 1:20.  His eternal 
begetting designated him to that Person who would carry into effect the plan of redemption, 
Ps. 2:7; thus, to this end, he was set up from eternity, Prov. 8:23. 

This designation is confirmed in the visible inauguration of Christ in time, for he came 
into this world bearing that divine warrant as the Person upon whom God had conferred this 
honor, Heb. 1:6; and, to this end, the angels were sent to make proclamation of this matter 
to men, at his coming into the world, Luke 2:10, 11.  Therefore, when he entered into his 
public ministry, immediately after his baptism, there was a divine declaration given, as a 
farther confirmation of his being set apart, Matt. 3:16, 17.  For this reason, John the Baptist 
is raised up, as a prophet, to signify to the world his setting apart to these mediatorial offices, 
John 1:29, 30.  Thus, John bears testimony to the glorious character of the Person who is 
invested with this mediatorial authority, John 3:27-35. 

Second, by this, he was furnished with authority, or commissioned, to perform the work 
he was engaged in, as Mediator, which was absolutely necessary, Heb. 5:4, 5.  The work 
he was to perform was glorious and its consequences of the highest importance, so that it 
must bear the mark of God’s approval from beginning, 2 Chron. 26:18; yet his service would 
not have been accepted had he not received this commission from the Father, who sealed 
him, John 6:27.  Again, he asserts this as the basis for his acceptable service, John 10:18.  
However, he not only asserts this, he proves it and confirms it with every miracle he does, 
for each is a divine testimony affixed to his commission, John 10:25.  Of these miracles, he 
states, that they are wrought by the Father through him, John 14:10, 11. 

Third, this anointing above all measure, which constitutes the Saviour’s unction, includes 
the ability to execute the offices which he is engaged in as Mediator, Matt. 28:18-20.  Now, 
this ability (as well as authority) cannot apply to his divine nature, which could be subject to 
no derived power nor would need any qualification conferred upon it, Acts 17:25; however, 
in taking upon himself our nature, he stood in need of such, Phil. 2:5-8.  The result of this 
being that even his enemies were constrained to acknowledge the great wisdom and 
authority displayed in his preaching, John 7:46, 47. 
Question 3—What are the offices of the Redeemer? 

Answer—Thus, Christ signifies the official character of the Redeemer, who is his 
Mediatorial office exercises three distinct offices toward the church: 1.) Prophet, Acts 3:21, 
22; because the natural man is ignorant of the divine truth, 1 Cor. 2:14.  Christ must lead us 
into all truth, Heb. 12:25; and give us a spiritual discerning to know it, 2 Cor. 13:3.  2.) Priest, 
Heb. 5:5-7; first, to make an atonement for us because we stand guilty before God, Rom. 
3:19; then, to make intercession for us upon the ground of that atonement, Heb. 4:14, 15; 
7:25.  3.) King, Matt. 21:5; because we all are, by nature, obstinate and rebellious, so that 
we need to have our corruptions subdued, Ps. 110:3; likewise, we are exposed to many 
dangers and enemies which we need for him to restrain and conquer, 1 Cor. 15:25. 

The way God brings his people to salvation, also requires the executing of his threefold 
office because salvation must be purchased, proclaimed and applied, which he does, 1 Cor. 
1:30; John 14:6. 

This execution is accomplished in a twofold state; first, of humiliation, and then, of 
exaltation, with differing circumstances: 1.) In his humiliation, he accomplishes that which 
pertains to his assumed humanity, Phil. 2:8-11.  2.) In his exaltation, he takes up once more 
his divine prerogative, Ps. 2:8-11. 


