The Canons of Dort (1619)

Third and Fourth Heads of Doctrine
(The Corruption of Man, His Conversion to God, and the Manner Thereof)

LORD’S DAY #36

REJECTION OF ERRORS
The true doctrine having been explained, the Synod rejects the errors of those:

Paragraph 7

Leader: Who teach: That the grace whereby we are converted to God is only a gentle advising, or (as others
explain it) that this is the noblest manner of working in the conversion of man, and that this manner of working,
which consists in advising, is most in harmony with mans nature; and that there is no reason why this advising
grace alone should not be sufficient to make the natural man spiritual; indeed, that God does not produce the
consent of the will except through this manner of advising; and that the power of the divine working, whereby it
surpasses the working of Satan, consists in this that God promises eternal, while Satan promises only temporal
goods.

People: But this is altogether Pelagian and contrary to the whole Scripture, which, besides this, teaches yet
another and far more powerful and divine manner of the Holy Spirits working in the conversion of man,
as in Ezekiel: A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you; and I will take away the
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh (Ezek. 36:26).



