
Jesus Calls “Follow Me”: But I Am Not Good Enough
What does it mean to “Follow Jesus” --  His Universal Call

(Part 2)  (September 5, 2021)  (Luke 5:1-11 KJV; Romans 8:28-29 KJV)

God’s desire:
● God’s desire and promise: 2 Peter 3:9 KJV The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as

some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance.

● Available to all: 1 Timothy 2:4 KJV Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.

● Fellowship -- “follow me”: 1 Corinthians 1:9 KJV God [is] faithful, by whom ye were called
unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Jesus began His ministry saying -- Follow Me:
● Matthew 4:18-19 KJV And Jesus, walking by the sea of Galilee, saw two brethren, Simon called

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. (19) And he saith
unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

The four stages of who is called to “Follow Me”:
● The “Not”:  Visitors; spectators, those wanting prayer (or money) by/from God’s people, those

in the hearing area -- usually anonymous (Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10 KJV) (Tom Papania)
● Seekers:  Usually seeking answers to their own questions (Rich young ruler;  Mary at the feet of

Jesus;  (Andrew telling Peter “we have found Messias” - John 1:35-42 KJV)
● Believers: Romans 10:8-9 KJV rewarded Romans 10:13 KJV For whosoever shall call upon

the name of the Lord shall be saved.
● “Sold Out”:  Those that want to wade out a little deeper -- Kingdom seekers to kingdom builders

Let’s go fishing and “get jolted”: Luke 5:1-11 KJV And it came to pass, that, as the people
pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, (2) And saw two
ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing [their] nets.
(3) And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust
out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. (4) Now when he
had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a
draught. (5) And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have
taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. (6) And when they had this done,
they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. (7) And they beckoned unto [their]
partners, which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and
filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. (8) When Simon Peter saw [it], he fell down at Jesus'
knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. (9) For he was astonished, and all that
were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: (10) And so [was] also James, and
John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not;
from henceforth thou shalt catch men. (11) And when they had brought their ships to land, they
forsook all, and followed him.
● Simon Peter calls Jesus “Master” (recognizes His authority): Person that rules, governs or

directs either men or business. May be the respect of healing of Peter’s mother-in-law (Luke
4:38-39 KJV)

● Been there -- done that (tried all night without success: But, “nevertheless at thy word I will let
down the net”

● Not worthy -- the “jolt”:  “When Simon Peter saw [it], he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying,
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. (9) For he was astonished”

● Fear not -- “thou shalt catch men”:  Catch is “zogron” (Greek) for catch alive
● “they forsook all, and followed him” -- WHY???



Jewish tradition -- Education & scriptural growth as described in the Mishnah:
● Age 5:  Boys went to the local synagogue school to learn Hebrew and memorize the Torah
● Age 13 (bar mitzvah age):  Jewish young man was very conversant with God’s Word having

memorized the Torah (Pentateuch), the Neviim (The Prophets) and the Ketuvim (The Writings),
which comprised all of the Hebrew Scripture (Tanach) of that day

● Age 17-20 (Talmidim):  Decision in choice of career path.   First choice, choose a rabbi under
which to continue scriptural studies (Understudy). (Choose the rabbi; submit an application,
acceptance or denial) If denied, a trade fishers of fish/carpenter in this case

● Why were Simon Peter, Andrew, James & John out fishing: They did not make the cut/rejected

The “jolts”:
● Jesus chooses His disciples (unlike the Mishnah): “Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from

henceforth thou shalt catch men”  -- Matthew 4:18-19 KJV . . . . . Follow me, and I will make
you fishers of men.
● Jesus chooses from the rejected; the unwanted; the second string; the unworthy

● Chosen & ordained: John 15:16 KJV Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and [that] your fruit should
remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

● Like His Father: Matthew 12:18 KJV Behold my servant, whom I have chosen; my
beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall
shew judgment to the Gentiles.

● God seeks man: Romans 3:10-11 KJV As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not
one: (11) There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

● The plan from the beginning: Ephesians 1:4 KJV According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
him in love:

● Jesus sees the potential:  “Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch
men” Matthew 4:18-19 KJV . . . . . Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.
● Not worthy: Exodus 3:11 KJV And Moses said unto God, Who [am] I, that I should go unto

Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?
● I am not equipped -- the Lord made us: Exodus 4:10-11 KJV And Moses said unto the

LORD, O my Lord, I [am] not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto
thy servant: but I [am] slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. (11) And the LORD said unto
him, Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or
the blind? have not I the LORD?

● The chosen become the equipped: Hebrews 13:21 KJV Make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus
Christ; to whom [be] glory for ever and ever. Amen.

We say we are christians -- But God wants disciples: Romans 8:28-29 KJV And we know
that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to [his] purpose. (29) For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate [to be] conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
● We are chosen -- the example: Matthew 12:18 KJV Behold my servant, whom I have chosen;

my beloved, in whom my soul is well pleased: I will put my spirit upon him, and he shall shew
judgment to the Gentiles.

● For His pleasure: Matthew 3:17 KJV And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased.

● God is with us always: Matthew 17:5 KJV While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.


