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Message:   How Christ Wants His Church to Relate to the “Enemies of the Gospel”
Text:          Romans 11:11-29

Introduction

  A.  Up to our present day the Jews have been a despised people throughout their history.  Can 
you guess what well known historical figure wrote the following concerning the Jews?

  First, to set fire to their synagogues or schools and to bury and cover with dirt whatever
will not burn. ....
Second, I advise that their houses also be razed and destroyed. ....
Third, I advise that all their prayer books ... be taken from them. ....
Fourth, I advise that their rabbis be forbidden to teach on pain of loss of life and limb. ...
Fifth, I advise that safe-conduct on the highways be abolished completely for the Jews.
Sixth, I advise ... that all cash and treasure of silver and gold be taken from them 

  B.  So we Christians should not assume we have no need for this series of “do not” commands
in Romans 11 where Christ through His apostle warns us of the natural tendency of
human nature to exalt oneself above and against others, especially those who become
enemies of the gospel.

Romans 11:18 do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are arrogant,
remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports you.

Romans 11:20 Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your
faith. 
Do not be conceited, but fear;

Romans 11:25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that
you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;

  C.  In the time of Paul’s writing, Jews and Gentiles despised each other.  Jews thought Gentiles 
were unclean dogs, would not even eat with them, and regarded them as lacking the 
inherent value of being descended from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  In Romans 2 Paul 
focuses on Jewish sin to counter Jewish boasting over the Gentiles.

  D.  Now in Romans 11, Christ, speaking through his apostle Paul has shown us that with the
exception of a believing remnant of Jews, Israel as a whole has become hardened against
the gospel of Christ and enemies of the gospel, so that the Gentiles might be shown
mercy. Paul discerns a need to counter Gentile boasting over the Jews, who according to
God’s purpose in election have become for the time being enemies of the gospel.

Romans 11:28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, ...



  E.  The church has not always listened well to God’s voice in its treatment of Jews.  

      1.  In 1523 Martin Luther accused Catholics of being unfair to Jews and treating them “as if 
they were dogs,” thus making it difficult for Jews to convert.  “I would request and advise 
that one deal gently with them.  ... If we really awant to help them, we must be guided in 
our dealings with them not by papal law but by the law of Christian love.  We must 
receive them cordially, and permit them to trade and work with us, hear our Christian 
teaching, and witness our Christian life.  If some o fthem should prove stiff- necked, what 
of it?  After all, we ourselves are not all good Christians either.”

      2.  Yet 15 years later, Luther was upset at rumors that Jews were trying to convert Christians 
to Judaism, concluded that converting Jews was hopeless, and that since God had rejected 
them, one might in good conscience ignore them.  So he vented his frustration in a 
treatise titled, “On the Jews and Their Lies” whose exerts we read in our opening 
remarks.  His best friends begged him to stop his vitriol against the Jews, but he 
continued in additional treatise, stating near the end of his life, “We are at fault for not     
slaying them.”

      3.  What is daunting about Luther’s recommendations is that 400 years later such measures 
(and much worse) were being implemented in his country by the Nazis while the church, 
with few exceptions, said and did nothing.

      4.  We are well aware of the Klu Klux Klan’s history of hatred toward Jews in this country, in 
spite of the fact that its membership overlapped church membership roles.  

  F.  So we Christians need to listen carefully to how Christ wants us to treat His enemies, 
enemies of the gospel.
He gives us 3 commands:

1.  Don’t become arrogant against the enemies of the gospel.
2.  Fear God’s lethal severity.
3.  Continue in God’s kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

I.  Don’t become arrogant against the enemies of the gospel.

  A.   Did you ever consider how those Biblical commandments that tell us what not to do reveal
so much about our natural tendencies?  The positive commands reflect the character of
God to whose image we are to conform.  The negative commands reflect the character of
fallen humanity, whose image we are to put off.  For example, why does Jesus need to
command us ...?  Is it not because we are inclined to do these
 very things?

Matthew 6:2 "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. 



Matthew 6:19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.

Matthew 6:34 "So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself.
Each day has enough trouble of its own.

  B.  So it is then also our natural tendency to exalt ourselves over unbelievers, enemies of the 
gospel. Therefore, let’s open our hearts to be washed with the water of Christ’s word to 
us.  Reasons to be humble and not arrogant, conceited about our salvation over against 
unbelieving Israel (and all unbelievers as a result):

      1.  11:16-18,28,29  Israel is holy (set apart) to the Lord.  Gentiles are drawing from God’s 
covenant goodness to the Hebrew patriarchs, not visa versa (the patriarchs do not draw on 
God’s covenant goodness to us  Gentiles).

Romans 11:16  If the first piece of dough is holy, the lump is also; and if the root is holy,
the branches are too.  But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a 17

wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the rich
root of the olive tree,  do not be arrogant toward the branches; but if you are 18

arrogant, remember that it is not you who supports the root, but the root supports
you. 

Romans 11:28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but
from the standpoint of God's choice (election) they are beloved for the sake of the
fathers  for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 29

      2.  11:19-21  Gentiles are debtors to God’s grace and are as inherently vulnerable to being
excluded from God’s people as are Jews.  Jews were not “broken off” from the church
and Gentiles grafted into the people of God because Gentiles are in some way inherently
superior to Jews.  The coming of Christ did not involve ethnic subtraction (of Israel) but
ethnic addition (of the nations/Gentiles).

Romans 11:19 You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be
grafted in." Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your   20 

faith. Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural branches, He 21 

will not spare you, either.

      3.  11:23-24  If it is easy to conceive of anyone belonging to the people of God, it is the Jew.  
The mention of God’s “ability” is intended to convey His “willingness.”

Romans 11:23 And they also, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in,
for God is able to graft them in again. For if you were cut off from what is by nature a 24 

wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much
more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?

      4.  11:25-27  The Jews will in fact be restored to the church, the household of God



Romans 11:25 For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery-- so that
you will not be wise in your own estimation-- that a partial hardening has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in;  and so all Israel will be saved; just 26

as it is written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE
UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB.”  "THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN27

I TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS." 

II.  Fear God’s lethal severity.

  A.  When Jesus walked among us He warned his disciples to fear the lethality of God.

Luke 12:4  "I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after
that have no more that they can do.  "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One 5

who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him!

  B.  Now our risen, exalted Christ once again warns us who stand justified by our faith in Him to 
fear the severity and lethality of God toward those who rebel against Him.

Romans 11:19  You will say then, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted
in."  Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your faith. 20

Do not be conceited, but fear;  for if God did not spare the natural branches, He will 21

not spare you, either.  Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who 22

fell, severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you
also will be cut off. 

  C.  While this warning is not hypothetical but real, it does not predict any of God’s elect will be 
lost, but is used by Christ to prevent any from being lost.  The Spirit causes believers to 
believe the warning, and fear God.  When we warn our children not to cross a street with 
oncoming traffic or they will be killed, our warning does not predict their death, but 
prevents their death.  While the warnings of earthly parents are not 100% effective, God’s 
life and death warnings to His regenerate children are 100% effectual.

Proverbs 8:13  "The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil
way And the perverted mouth, I hate. 

Proverbs 14:27   The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the
snares of death. 

III.  Continue in God’s kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

  A.  God’s kindness to us has been manifested in His Son, who died and rose again for us.

Titus 3:3   For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to
various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice and envy, hateful, hating one
another.  But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind 4



appeared,  He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, 5

but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy
Spirit,  whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  so 6  7

that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life. 

  B.  We come into the blessing of God’s kindness to us through Spirit-generated faith in Jesus as 
Savior and Lord.  We continue in God’s kindness by continuing to cling to Jesus by faith 
in Him - a faith by which we love and obey Him.

Romans 11:22 Behold then the kindness and severity of God; to those who fell,
severity, but to you, God's kindness, if you continue in His kindness; otherwise you
also will be cut off.

Conclusion

  A.  There is no partiality with God.

Romans 2:11 For there is no partiality with God.

Romans 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is
Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who call on Him;

  B.  Yes, Israel at the present time is an enemy of the gospel, but still beloved for Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob’s sake.

Romans 11:28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but
from the standpoint of God's choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers;

  C.  But note how Paul responded to the plight of such enemies of the gospel - not with joy, but
with heartfelt grief, weeping, with a desire for their finding forgiveness and salvation.

Romans 9:2 that I have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart.  For I could wish 3

that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my
kinsmen according to the flesh,

Philippians 3:18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,

D.  Note how Paul is simply reflecting the image of Christ, who wept and prayed for these same
enemies of the gospel.

Luke 13:34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent
to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, just as a hen gathers her
brood under her wings, and you would not have it!



Luke 19:41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, saying, 42 

"If you had known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace!

Luke 23:34 But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they
are doing."

  E.  So we ought not to hate or despise our enemies.  We ought not to be arrogant toward and
discriminate against any people group for any reason, even if they are enemies of the
gospel.  Christ did not die to introduce ethnic subtraction to His church, but ethnic
inclusion.  

Revelation 5:9   You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood those from
every tribe and tongue and people and nation.

  F.  For our own inclusion into the body of Christ is not due to anything inherent in ourselves or
our race, but due wholly to God’s purposes of grace.

  G.  Yes, God has shut up Israel in disobedience.  But God over the course of human history has
shut up all - the nations and Israel - in disobedience.  Why?  So that in Christ God might
show mercy to all.

Romans 11:32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to
all.
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