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Romans 11:25-36 
 

Exposition of Romans – Lesson 73 

Introduction: 

     We come this evening to the close of Romans chapter eleven; this is Paul’s grand finale of 
this great section of theology. Paul is closing up this great doctrinal treatise just before he 
moves into the section of Romans dealing with practical application.  
 
Romans 11:25-36 
25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in. 
 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the father's sakes. 
 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance. 
 

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief: 
 

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. 
 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. 
 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
 

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.1 

__________________________________________ 
1 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Romans 11:25-36. 
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     Paul opens up this section with telling us and the church at Rome, that God does not 
want us to be unaware of the mystery; in speaking of the program of God concerning Jews 
and Gentiles. This word ‘mystery’ does not refer to something that cannot be understood, 
puzzling, or difficult to grasp. However, it refers to something that has previously been 
hidden and is now revealed.2 Romans 11, has outlined God’s program, and Paul wants us 
Gentiles to be aware of it for three main reasons.  
 
Romans 11:25 
 

25 For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise 
in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in.3 
 
     God does not want His people ignorant of His eternal program with the Jews and 
Gentiles, and the knowledge of this should leave us humbly recognizing God’s greatness. 
Paul’s discourse serves a three-fold purpose. We may observe these three immediate facts 
from verse 25.  
 

1. God wants us to be informed of this knowledge dealing with His program with 
Gentiles and Jews.  
 

2. God does not want the Gentiles to become proud and arrogant in their own 
salvation, and the hardening of Israel. 

 

3. God wants you to understand, that His program with the Gentiles is temporary, as 
well as the hardening of Israel.  

 

     The main emphasis here is that we should not be ignorant of this temporary program, 
furthermore, we should not be arrogant as to the temporary blinding or hardening of the 
Jewish people. Because this will only last until God has finished His plan and purpose with 
the Gentiles. Then the Lord will return back dealing with His Jewish people.  
 
     This is the great mystery of God’s purpose of Grace that is now revealed in the Scripture 
and God truly wants us to be aware of this: ‘He lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven 
and things on earth.4 
 

     It is not enough for you to know, that Jesus loves me this I know. ‘Jesus loves me this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so, and that is all I need to know.’ Listen to what the Scripture 
saith, God does not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery. 
 
__________________________________________ 
2 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1682. 
 
3 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:25. 
 
4 English Standard Version, ESV Reformation Study Bible, (Orlando: Reformation Trust of Ligonier Ministries, 2015), 
Ephesians 1:8-10. 
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     There are many church seminars, books and programs that will teach you that God loves 
you and has a wonderful plan for your life, and that is all you need to know. However, God 
says, No! I want you to know and understand my plan as well; and God’s plan deals with 
both Jews and Gentiles alike. 
 
     One of the outstanding passages in the early days of the Church that deals with God’s 
program and purpose of the Gentiles is found in the Book of Acts, as detailed at the 
Jerusalem Council. Peter proclaims in Acts 15:7 ‘And when there had been much disputing, 
Peter rose up, and said unto them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a good while ago 
God made choice among us, that the Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the 
gospel, and believe.’5 
 
     James, even reiterates God’s plan for the Gentiles and the Jews: 
 
Acts 15:13-18 
 

13 And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying, Men and brethren, hearken 
unto me: 
 

14 Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name. 
 

15 And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, 
 

16 After this I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; 
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 
 

17 That the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my 
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things. 
 

18 Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of the world.6 
 
This temporary hardening of the nation of Israel has opened the stage of God’s plan where 
James tells us in verse 14 - God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people 
for his name.7 Then afterwards, He will go back with dealing with the Jews – ‘After this I will 
return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: 17 That the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these 
things.8 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
5 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Acts 15:7. 
 
6 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Acts 15:13-18. 
 
7 Ibid., Acts 15:14. 
 
8 Ibid., Acts 15:16-17. 



4 
 

Exposition of Romans       Princess Chapel Church 
 
 
     Jesus proclaimed in His lament over Jerusalem – ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
38 Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 39 For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me 
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.9 
 
     In Luke 21, Jesus speaks of a period which the Lord deals with Gentiles and at the end of 
this period a great woe comes upon the Jewish people.  
 
Luke 21:20-24 
 

20 And when ye shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, then know that the desolation 
thereof is nigh. 
 

21 Then let them which are in Judaea flee to the mountains; and let them which are in the 
midst of it depart out; and let not them that are in the countries enter there into. 
 

22 For these be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled. 
 

23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to them that give suck, in those days! for there 
shall be great distress in the land, and wrath upon this people. 
 

24 And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations: 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.10 
 
     Dr. C. I. Scofield comments that Jerusalem and Israel is presently under Gentile over-
lordship. God will continue dealing with the Gentiles until their times are fulfilled. In other 
words, when the last pre-tribulation Gentile has come to the knowledge of the saving grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; then God will move His program back to dealing with the Jews.11 
However in Daniel’s 70th Week, that last period of 7 years known as the tribulation period, 
God will do a work in Jerusalem and all of Israel shall be saved. 
 
Romans 11:26-28 
 

26 And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: 
 

27 For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. 
 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the father's sakes.12 
__________________________________________ 
9 21st Century King James Version, King James Version Bible KJ21, (Gary, SD: 21st Century King James Bible 
Publishers), Matthew 23:37-39. 
 
10 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Luke 21:20-24. 
 
11 C. I. Scofield, Scofield Reference Notes, ‘Scofield Study Bible,’ (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), 1106. 
 
12 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:26-
28. 
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     When God has completed His program with the Gentiles, He will return back dealing 
with the Jewish people and all of Israel shall be saved.  Presently, God is saving and 
developing a people out of the Gentiles for His Glory in this Church-Age. That is the purpose 
of God for this age, and God does not want you to be unaware of this. 
 

- God’s present purpose with the Gentiles; is not to stomp out sin in the world in our 
current age. 

 
- God’s present purpose with the Gentiles; is not to bring about some millennial world 

peace in our current age. 
 

- God’s present purpose with the Gentiles; is not to bring us to a new land, or even 
give us some land. 

 
- And God’s present purpose with the Gentiles; is not to make the world a better place 

to live. 
 
     God’s purpose for the Gentiles by this temporary hardening of Israel, is to call out a 
people for His Name and develop them for His Glory; and God does not want you to be 
ignorant of this program. When we begin to understand this truth, it will help us so much 
when we move into the application section of Romans beginning with Romans chapter 
twelve. 
 
     How does God do such a work among His called out Gentiles? 
 

1. Through Regeneration – thus begins faith and repentance toward Christ. 
2. Through Sanctification – because we understand that we have been set apart. 
3. Through Education – learning more of God and His purpose and will for our lives. 
4. Through Dedication – committing oneself to God’s will in our life. 
5. All the way to Glorification – the completed final product of the Glory of God. 

 
     God will complete His plan, and all His chosen shall be saved, both Jews and Gentiles 
alike. Here are two important truths, that we can rest assured in the promises of God. 
 
Romans 11:28-29 
 

28 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they 
are beloved for the father's sakes. 
 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.13 

 

     Verse 28 – God is faithful in fulfilling His plan of salvation because of Sovereign election. 
We see clearly from the Scripture that God has a people of both Jews and Gentiles that He 
has Sovereignly ordained unto eternal life. (Acts 13:48). 
   
__________________________________________ 
13  Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:28-
29. 
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     Verse 29 – Shows us the immutability of God. For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance.14 However, do you really understand what that verse means? May we read that 
text from the NASB, ‘for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.’15 
 

     God cannot ever go back on His promises or His Word because He is a God who cannot 
lie. God cannot change His grace gifts and He cannot change His elective purposes, they are 
irrevocable, without repentance; in other words God will not turn back. 
 
     Paul wants you to understand this; not to become proud and arrogant in salvation for 
the Gentiles, because we a only a small part of God’s big program. When the Church is gone, 
the Gentiles left behind upon this earth will take 2nd place to the Jews. Understand this, so 
that it may motivate your personal evangelism and discipleship.  
 

Romans 11:30-32 
 

30 For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have now obtained mercy through their 
unbelief: 
 

31 Even so have these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also may obtain 
mercy. 
 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all.16 
 

     God did all of this to demonstrate His grace and mercy to all those He has chosen – and 
His choice is irrevocable. God has not stopped His program with Israel because He 
forgotten her or left off dealing with her.  
 
     However, He halted Israel’s program to demonstrate His mercy to the whole world, out 
of which He saved you. You got in because of a temporary hardening of Israel, because God 
did not react to their rejection but He Sovereignly appointed it. This is what Paul wants you 
to know and understand. When this registers with you, like it did with the Apostle Paul; 
may it move you to a beautiful doxology in Christ Jesus.  
 
Romans 11:33-36 
 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
 

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.17 

__________________________________________ 
14 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:29. 
 
15 New American Standard Version, NASB Study Bible, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing – Harper Collins, 2013), 
Romans 11:29. 
 
16 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:30-32. 
 
17 Ibid., Romans 11:33-36. 
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     John MacArthur writes, ‘The majesty, grandeur and wisdom of God’s plan reveled in 
verses 1 through 32 caused Paul to burst out in praise. This doxology is a fitting response 
not only to God’s future plans for Israel (Chapters 9-11) but also to Paul’s entire discussion 
of justification by faith (Chapters 1-11).18 
 
     Such great doctrines contained within this section thus far, as well as the entire book, 
and Paul does not want you to be ignorant of this great mystery of God’s purpose in Christ 
Jesus. Because once you start to understand them; 
 
Romans 11:33-36 
 

33 O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are 
his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 
 

34 For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? 
 

35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again? 
 

36 For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.19 

 
Our next section we will move into practical application; but before we close this section I 
want to point out four ways that the truths of this text should impact our lives. 
 

1. Knowledge of these truths should give us a deeper awareness of God’s program for 
both the Jews and Gentiles. 

 
2. Knowledge of these truths should give us humility in knowing that by His grace we 

have been made a partaker of God’s program. 
 

3. Knowledge of these truths should give us a greater appreciation for Israel. 
 

4. Knowledge of these truths should give us a deep reverence for God and move us to a 
greater praise and worship of Him. 

 
     For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.20 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
18 John MacArthur, The MacArthur NASB Study Bible Notes. (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 2006), 1683. 
 
19 Holy Bible – King James Version, Scofield Study Bible, (NY: Oxford University Press, 2000), Romans 11:33-36. 
 
20 Ibid., Romans 11:36. 
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