MATTHEW:
THE GOSPEL
OF THE KINGDOM

Mercy from
the Son of David

Matthew 20:29-34



Introduction

*This account as the conclusion of the section that began with the
question 1n 18:1 - “Who is the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?”

*From chs.18-20 1s an extended answer to that question.

*This text 1s both a conclusory answer as well as a transition into the next
section.

*This event recorded in other synoptic Gospels.
*Questions: What are the differences/similarities?

eHow does this account function in the narrativer?



...Jericho

And as they went out of Jericho,

a great crowd tfollowed him.
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Matthew
29 And as they went out of Jericho, a
great crowd followed him. 30 And
behold, there were two blind men
sitting by the roadside, and when
they heard that Jesus was passing
by, they cried oUt, “Lord, have
mercy on us, Son of David!” 31 The
crowd rebuked them, telling them to
be silent, but they cried out all the

more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son

of David!” 32 And stopping, Jesus
called them and said, "What do you

want me to do for you?” 33 They
said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be
opened.” 34 And Jesus in pity
touched their eyes, and immediately
they recovered their sight and
followed him.

Mark
46 And they came to Jericho. And as
he was leaving Jericho with his
disciples and a great crowd,
Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son
of Timaeus, was sitting by the
roadside. 47 And when he heard that
it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began
to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of
David, have mercy on me!” 48 And
many rebuked him, telling him to be
silent. But he cried out all the more,

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49 And Jesus stopped and said, “"Call

him.” And they called the blind man,
saying to him, “Take heart. Get up;

he is calling xou." >0 And throwing

off his cloak, he sprang up and

came to Jesus. °1 And Jesus said to
him, "What do you want me to do
for you?” And the blind man said to
him, “"Rabbi, let me recover my
sight.” 52 And Jesus said to him, “"Go
your way; your faith has made you
well.” And immediately he recovered
his sight and followed him on the
way.

Luke
35 As he drew near to Jericho, a
blind man was sitting by the I
roadside begging. 3¢ And hearing a
crowd going by, he inquired what
this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus
of Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he
cried out, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 39 And those
who were in front rebuked him,
telling him to be silent. But he cried
out all the more, “"Son of David,
have mercy on me!” 40 And Jesus
stopped and commanded him to be
brought to him. And when he came
near, he asked him, 41 “What do you
want me to do for you?” He said,
“Lord, let me recover my sight.”
42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover

your sight; your faith has made you

well.” 43 And immediately he

recovered his sight and followed
him, glorifying God. And all the
people, when they saw it, gave

praise to God.
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Application

* In answer to who 1s the greatest in the Kingdom, it 1s two-fold:
Jesus, the Son of David...and those who desperately call upon
Him for mercy in their great need.

* In the Kingdom ot God, those who are often most clear and
vocal about who Jesus will be the disenfranchised, desperate, yet
down-right determined to find mercy from Him.

* He 1s moved by pity...and you must come 1in faith.
* Have you done so?

* What do you want Him to do for you?



