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Four Problems of Ecclesiology 
• Problem # 4: Inception of the Church. 
• Those who equate the church with kingdom believe the church always existed from 

Adam to now.  
– Matthew 16:18 and other arguments discredit that idea.  

• Others argue the church began during Christ’s earthly ministry. The head of the 
church was here, and functioned in the power of the Holy Spirit as the first. We are 
then added to Him and function as His spiritual body in the world. 
– Christ operated under the Old Covenant, and only inaugurated the New Covenant  with 

His death, burial, and resurrection.  
– Therefore, the church as the New Covenant community could not exist until the New 

Covenant began.  
– Furthermore, a key component of the NC was the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. That 

doesn’t happen until Pentecost.  
– Finally, Matt 16:18 has Jesus mention the church as a future thing.  

 

Four Problems of Ecclesiology 
• Problem # 4 continued. 
• Because Jesus said He would build the church (future 

tense), and the Holy Spirit would be poured out, the 
church began on Pentecost in AD 30. 

• Furthermore, Ephesians 2:20 tells us it was established 
on the foundation of the Apostles.   
– Therefore it could not have existed prior their ministry.   

• Perhaps one of the strongest arguments comes from 
the works of Luke.   
– In Luke’s Gospel he never mentions the church a single 

time.   
– The word ekklesia is not present and the concept is 

nowhere to be found.   
– Yet, when Luke wrote Acts, he mentions the church 

twenty four times.   
– Thus, in Luke’s Holy Spirit inspired theology, the church 

did not exist prior to Pentecost.   
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Introduction 

• We are continuing the doctrine of the church or Ecclesiology (from, 
ekklēsia). 

• Review from Lesson 1 
– Local churches are doxological, logocentric, pneumadynamic, covenantal, 

confessional, missional, spatio-temporal-eschatological.  

– It was important  to see what the church is in order to see what the church 
does.  

• This lesson will focus on some of the nuts and bolts of the local 
church. 
– Biblical Growth,  Purity, Unity, Church Disciple, Church  Officers, etc.  

 

Growth of the Church 

• From a meta-narrative perspective—creation, fall, redemption, 
and consummation—the church as part of the redemptive work of 
God looks forward to the consummation of the divine plan.  
– Thus, the church anticipates a glorious participation in the new heaven 

and new earth (Rev. 21-22). 

• This omega point features a Christotelic element, or ultimate 
Christological orientation: God has graciously made known to the 
church “the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he 
set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fulfillment of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth” (Eph. 1:9-10). 

• So ultimately all of creation is moving toward this summation 
point where all reality will be summed up in Christ.  
– This cosmic, Christ-centered plan of the summation of all things—which 

includes human beings, angelic and demonic powers, even the physical 
creation itself—has been initiated in the church, and it is toward this 
end that the church travels on its earthly and temporal pilgrimage 
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Growth of the Church 
• We are sojourners and strangers moving in 

this direction. 
– This movement is away from immaturity (Eph. 4:14) 

and toward maturity (Eph. 4:15) 
– It is both born of and assisted by divine grace, it also 

demands intense effort from each and every 
member of the church (Eph. 4:15-16): the dynamic 
of the divine and human dimensions working 
together—Christ doing his part, which only he can 
do, in ways appropriate to his divine agency; 
Christians doing their parts, which only they can do, 
in ways appropriate to their human agency—will 
bring about the growth of the church in accordance 
with the cosmic, Christotelic plan of God 

• Broadly speaking, this growth comes about 
through the pursuit of the purity of the 
church, the maintenance of the unity of the 
church, and the exercise of church discipline. 

 

Purity and Unity of the Church 

• The growth of the church involves both purity and 
unity, understood in three ways. 

• Positional Sense: the church is already holy (1 Cor 
1:1-2) just as it is already united (Eph 4:3).  
– 1 Cor 1:2—To the church of God at Corinth, to those 

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called as saints, with all those 
in every place who call on the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord—both their Lord and ours. 

– Eph 4:3—making every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. 
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Purity and Unity of the Church 
• Etiological Sense: Aims for these (purity & unity) 

as it grows. The church is to be “holy and 
without blemish” (Eph. 5:27), and it is to “attain 
to the unity of the faith” (Eph. 4:13); thus, the 
church orients itself and is pointed toward purity 
and unity. 
– Eph 5:27—He did this to present the church to himself 

in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or anything like 
that, but holy and blameless. 

– Eph 4:13—until we all reach unity in the faith and in 
the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into maturity 
with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness. 

• Instrumental Sense:  (purity & unity) are 
essential processes fostering the growth of the 
church: as it pursues greater and greater purity, 
and as it maintains its unity, the church grows. 

 

 

Church Purity 

 • Definition: “the purity of the church is its degree of freedom from 
wrong doctrine and conduct, and its degree of conformity to God’s 
revealed will for the church.” (Grudem). 

• The reality of less-pure and more-pure churches: both are seen in 
scripture and empirically in the real world. 
– Antioch, Ephesus, Thessalonica were pure churches. Corinth and Galatia had 

less pure churches.  

– We strive to be more pure. We also acknowledge and admire pure churches.  

– At this point we are only talking about true churches. True churches will be 
somewhere on the spectrum of pure------impure.  
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Church Purity 

• We must not confuse pure/less pure 
churches with true/false churches.  

• False churches—that have fallen away 
from the gospel of Jesus Christ and sound 
doctrine. Or they may have been false 
churches from the beginning.  

• Churches may evaluate themselves by 
asking:  
– As a church are we more or less pure with 

regard to the essential characteristics and 
ministries of the church?  

– Are we more free from error and more fully 
conformed to God’s revealed will for the 
church in a particular area, or are we less free 
from error and less conformed to God’s 
revealed will for the church in that area? 

 

Professing 
Churches 

True Churches 

Less Pure 
More 
Pure 

False 
churches 

Diagram 

Church Purity 

• Churches can be more pure in some areas and 
less pure in other areas. 

• For example, preaching and teaching might 
be strong, but prayer and worship might be 
weak.  
– What often happens is churches define the things 

they are good at as the most important areas for 
purity, and the things they struggle with are 
classified is secondary.  

– That is not good. We need to strive for purity in all 
areas, even the ones lower on the scale of 
importance.  

• Working toward greater and greater purity is 
a process that demands vision, patience, 
prayer, hard work, etc. 
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Church Purity 
• This could take years and decades. Churches are like big yachts. 

The turn requires a biblical vision and patience.  
– If you go in and blow up a church in 6 months, you need to rethink your 

philosophy of ministry.  

• Too often, people give up on true though impure churches and 
leave them for more pure churches. 

• The majority does so because of personal needs not being met:  
– They believe that their current church is failing to help them to grow 

spiritually, or they do not feel engaged in meaningful work in the church. 

– They feel a sense of disillusionment with the people in their current 
church: those who leave have felt judged by the others, or consider the 
others to be hypocritical. 

– But this practice should not be as commonplace as it appears to be 
today: indeed, Scripture gives no warrant for it, and it harms the unity of 
the church. 

 


