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Go ahead and open your Bibles this morning to Psalm 9, the ninth Psalm, and you can 
rest assured that I'm not going to preach this 16 page outline this morning. I have three 
points this morning that I want to bring out from the 9th Psalm but in order to do it justice,
I believe what I'm going to do is each point will be its own message. So for the next few 
weeks, we will be in Psalm 9.

Now by the grace of God, this morning if I can squeeze two points in, I'll do that, because
the third point is actually pretty long. But I'm going to read the Psalm in its entirety this 
morning. It's a prayer, a Psalm of thanksgiving for God's justice. I don't know if you 
realize it or not this morning but God is just and that means he's fair. His justice is holy, 
it's divine, he is sovereign, he is in complete control, and before I read the Psalm, I want 
to deal with just the title because this is another one of those titles that's a bit of a 
mystery.

Psalm 9, the title. How many have got the title above verse 1 in your Bible? You've got a 
title, right? If you have a King James Bible, it says,

To the chief Musician upon Muthlabben, A Psalm of David. 

Now that's not in italics, that's straight up and down, so what that means is that was in the
original manuscript and the Muthlabben means "the death of the son, or the death of a 
son." Now I don't know on what occasion that David wrote this Psalm. David possibly 
could have written this Psalm over in 2 Samuel where that little baby died at seven days 
old, before his eighth day. I don't know. It's a mystery. It's a great mystery. We'll get to 
find out one day when we all get to heaven. 

But here's something else I want to show you this morning and I didn't know this until I 
got into the weeds and was reading all the commentaries. Psalm 9 and 10 go together. As 
a matter of fact, in the original manuscript in the first translations even into Greek under 
the Septuagint, they were together, but over time they have, of course, been divided. 

Psalm 9 and 10, they were originally one Psalm. In the original Greek and the Latin 
Bibles, they were separated or after that they were separated, but they both of these 
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Psalms together deal with the believer's praise on the one true God. It starts with 
thanksgiving and then it goes to praise, but it deals with something and that's the third 
point that we're going to deal with, the third point in this message which is a message that
stands out within itself, is called the terror of the Lord. My points for this message: verses
1-4 is the thanksgiving unto the Lord; verses 5-14 would be true praise unto the Lord; and
the third point, verses 15-20, would be the terror of the Lord. But in this whole Psalm, 
you can see that God is sovereign, you can see that God is just, you can see that God 
deals with sin and, folks, when it speaks of the terror of the Lord, that is not something 
that would make a believer shake in their boots but that would make a believer have 
thanksgiving and praise that our God is all-powerful. Do you know who he's terrible for? 
For the sinner out of the will of God.

Charles Spurgeon preached on the terror of the Lord. C. H. Spurgeon remarked 
concerning the 9th Psalm in his message preached at Exeter Hall in London, England on 4
November, 1860 and this is what Spurgeon said about Psalm 9 and the terror of the Lord.

"Many of God’s ministers have been accused of taking pleasure in 
preaching upon this terrible subject of 'the wrath to come.' Indeed we 
would be strange beings if so doleful a subject could afford us any 
comfort. I should count myself to be infinitely less than a man, if it did not
cause me more pain in delivering myself of the impending sentence of 
condemnation, than it can possibly cause my hearers in the listening to it. 
God’s ministers, I can assure you, if they feel it to be often their solemn 
duty, feel it always to be a heavy burden to speak about the terrors of the 
law. To preach Christ is our delight; to uplift his Cross is the joy of our 
heart; our Master is our witness, we love to blow the silver trumpet, and 
we have blown it with all our might. But knowing the terror of the Lord, 
these solemn things lie upon our conscience, and while it is hard to preach 
about them, it would be harder still to bear the doom which must rest upon
the silent minister; the unfaithful watchman standing upon the wall, who 
did not warn the sinner, and who must, therefore, eternally bear the 
sinner's blood upon his head, because he did not warn him."

We could pick and choose if we wanted to this morning and skip over the sovereign 
judgment and the wrath and the terror of the Lord but what we are doing in the Psalms is 
expository preaching and we come to this section, we must deal with it. C. H. Spurgeon 
spoke those words in 1860.

This Psalm, like I said, can be preached in three separate messages. What I'll probably do 
this morning is just give you the first point. We'll come back next week and get the 
second point and then you can read up and study and we'll come back the third week and 
we'll get the third point.

Point 1, let's read our Psalm in all of its entirety. We'll probably only deal with the first 
four verses this morning, though. Psalm 9,
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1 I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all 
thy marvellous works. 2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing 
praise to thy name, O thou most High. 3 When mine enemies are turned 
back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence. 4 For thou hast maintained 
my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right. 5 Thou hast
rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out 
their name for ever and ever. 6 O thou enemy, destructions are come to a 
perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished 
with them. 7 But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his 
throne for judgment. 8 And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he 
shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness. 9 The LORD also 
will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble. 10 And 
they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast 
not forsaken them that seek thee. 11 Sing praises to the LORD, which 
dwelleth in Zion: declare among the people his doings. 12 When he 
maketh inquisition for blood, he remembereth them: he forgetteth not the 
cry of the humble. 13 Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my 
trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from 
the gates of death: 14 That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of 
the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation. 15 The heathen are 
sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own 
foot taken. 16 The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: 
the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah. 17 
The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God. 
18 For the needy shall not alway be forgotten: the expectation of the poor 
shall not perish for ever. 19 Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the 
heathen be judged in thy sight. 20 Put them in fear, O LORD: that the 
nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah.

Psalm 9. That's a whole lot there. That's why I can't preach it all this morning. We're just 
going to trust in the Lord. We pray for his guidance. We pray for his understanding. The 
best way to break this down and I want to start by showing you David's thanksgiving for 
what? For divine judgment. Regardless of what you think, regardless of what you have 
been taught, the Bible said it is once appointed unto man to die and after this, the 
judgment. 

There will be a judgment day, my friends. I like that word "reckoning." That's what us 
old red-necked boys like to use. There will be a reckoning one day. Do you know that? 
And the penalty of sin will be paid for if not through and by the person of Christ, then 
you will pay for it yourself. And David sings praises and thanksgiving unto his God 
because he knows that this day of reckoning is coming, this terror of the Lord.

Thanksgiving unto the Lord in Psalm 9:1-4. He is thankful. Over what? Over divine 
justice. Not the type of injustice that we have in our courts today. I don't have to go down
that road, do I? Not those kind of injustices. I'm talking about the kind of justice that God
has that is holy and pure and shall not the God of the earth do right? 
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Thanksgiving. Oh, David has something that many believers walk to and fro in this land 
in judgment today and they're saved, they're on their way to heaven, but they don't have 
what David had and do you know what David had in this Psalm and all of the Psalms that
he wrote? He had assurance. He had assurance. Now, it's one thing to be saved this 
morning and you can be thankful that you're saved and that you're on your way to heaven,
but have you got the assurance, have you got assurance of that salvation, "knowing that 
all that the Father hath given me, I shall lose nothing, knowing that no man is able to 
pluck them out of my hand. And oh, by the way, the Father who gave them to me, no 
man is able to pluck them out of the Father's hand. I and my Father are one." Read John 
10 sometimes. Boy, Christians read right over it, don't they? They think that once God 
saves them, they think that once God's called them, they think that once God's justified 
them, it's up to them now. I've got news for you, it's always been up to God and if God 
does the work, you'll do the things that God has saved you to do.

People get in church and they don't have any thanksgiving, they don't have any praise, 
they don't have any joy in them. Why? Why? This thing is worth shouting about this 
morning. I've got thanksgiving in my heart. I've got praise in my heart just like the 
Psalmist said and I'm going to show you this morning how David begins. Oh, look at this,
this is just amazing, folks. This is just wonderful. David, he gives the four "I wills" right 
at the beginning of the Psalm. He starts out and what is he saying here? He said, "I will 
praise thee, O LORD." Why do we praise him? Why do we give thanksgiving? I'll tell 
you what, if you aren't thankful this morning that you're on your way to heaven and that 
you're not going to hell, if that doesn't just make you excited, just get you all fired up and 
wired like a microwave, then bless God, there's something wrong with you because once 
you've been born of God, once you've been taught of God, God's living inside of you, you
can have that assurance that brings you to the point of giving thanks and say, "I will 
praise."

What else did David say? He said, "with my whole heart." The Bible says that God is a 
spirit and, therefore, he must be worshiped in spirit and in truth. Do you know what this 
morning? God can look upon you, he can look upon your heart, he can look upon your 
thoughts, he knows everything about you and he knows this morning if you're truly 
thankful or not. He knows this morning if you're truly worshiping him or not. He knows 
if you're here and you're just putting on a show or if you're here with a humble heart 
come to praise and worship your Creator, your God, your King, your Savior, your 
Redeemer. Oh, praise him with your whole heart.

What else did David say? "I will shew forth all thy marvelous works." Oh, that's our 
problem. Yeah, I'm going to go down that road. I'm going to go down that road. That's 
our problem. I'm not getting into a political debate with you this morning to tell you my 
opinions on what went on down at Ashland on Thursday. That doesn't belong behind the 
pulpit. I will tell you this, though, that we as God's people need to show forth his praise. 
We need to let the world know who our Master is. We need to let the world know who 
saved us and who picked us out of the mire and set us in the choir. You didn't do that on 
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your own, my friend. If you're here this morning and you're struggling with salvation, you
didn't come here on your own this morning. 

God has brought you here for such a time as this. Just like little Esther down in Persia 
when she was the fairest lady in the land, bless God, she didn't even have to wear make-
up. Now, I'm not no holiness, I'm not going to preach on paints and long hair and make-
up and all that stuff. I like what Clay Lucas said one time, bless God, he said if the barn 
needs painting, paint it. Amen? But let's not go overboard with it. If the barn needs 
painting, paint it. Y'all get that after a while. 

But listen, listen to me, oh, listen to me, we need to show forth his praise. We need to 
show the world who our Redeemer is. We don't have to come in here and put on a big 
show now. We don't have to drop down on the floor and begin to roll and go into 
convulsions and be foaming at the mouth and saying things that nobody else understands.
Why? God gets no glory out of that. That causes confusion and God is not the author of 
confusion but of peace in all churches of the saints. And bless God, I'm glad to be able to 
stand up here this morning and say God's been good to us. Do you know why? Because 
this is a church of his saints, his people, his called out assembly. We are an ekklesia, 
bless God. It doesn't matter what the sign over the door says, it can say Baptist, 
Methodist, Pentecostal, Presbyterian, it can even say Roman Catholic, bless God, but 
God's got a group of people spread out who are sojourners to this land and they need to 
show forth his praise. They need not be afraid of the world. They need to let the people 
know whose side they're on.

"Show forth praise, O thou most High. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall 
fall and perish at thy presence. For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou 
satest in the throne judging right." David said he will praise, he will show forth his 
marvelous works, he will be glad and rejoice in thee. Be glad. I will be glad. Oh, I tell 
you what, I can say this about Brother Ted, I know that a miracle has happened in his life 
but, you know, you never hear him complain, you never hear him go on about his 
medical problems. Y'all don't know the half of it. You see, I talk to him from time to 
time, I know some things that's protected by the rule of pastor confidentiality, bless God, 
but let me tell you what, do you know what he demonstrates? He shows forth praise with 
a whole heart, the marvelous works, and the Bible said that David said, "I will be glad 
and rejoice in thee." Aren't you glad for what God has done for you, Brother Ted? Aren't 
you glad this morning? You say, "I'm tired. I'm old. I'm feeble." Well, bless God, I am 
too. 

I'm going to go somewhere this morning I hope I don't hurt anybody's feelings, but let me
tell you what, if you all felt half as bad as I did some Sunday mornings, you'd never come
to church. I do my duty to praise and worship my God, I do everything and I don't want 
any pats on the back for it, bless God, but I want you to know something, if I felt like 
some of you say you feel on Sunday morning, you'd have to find a new pastor because I'd
be in bed 24/7. I don't want to do that, though. They see me on the street, Brother Ted, I 
might not have a big old smile on my face but, bless God, in my heart there's joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. My back may be hurting, my legs may be hurting, I may 
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have a headache, I may have ringing in the ears, but bless God, when they ask me how 
I'm doing, I say, "I'm blessed and highly favored." Do all things without murmuring and 
complaining. 

Bless God, be glad and rejoice in me. Be glad and rejoice in me. Do you know what that 
means, church? We've got something to rejoice about. David said, "The Lord is my 
shepherd and I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures. He leadeth 
me beside the still waters." He does what when you're tired and weary and physically 
drained and you're spiritually exhausted? "He restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name's sake." And what do we do? We come to church and 
say, "Oh, I barely made it this morning. I barely made it. You don't know what I've been 
going through." 

Well, do you know what? If we were to throw ourselves a pity-party, none of us would 
ever come. We'd all be sitting at home. We'd all be sitting at home feeling sorry for 
ourselves. But oh, let's come and assemble together. Do you know why? Because there's 
strength in numbers, amen? Oh yeah, and like Brother John was talking about this 
morning when they prayed, they prayed, how did they pray? They prayed in one accord. 
No, it wasn't a Honda, a Ford or a Dodge, it wasn't a car, they were in agreement with one
another. If any two touching upon one thing shall ask in faith believing, it shall be given. 
That's the power of us as an assembly and Hebrews says to forsake not the assembling of 
yourselves together in the house of God. Why? Because we must learn together. We must
grow together. Do you know what? We must pray together. We must cry together. Bless 
God, doing all that, we can even eat together. Think of that. 

Oh, you see, I'm a Salyer by blood and I've got half Williams in me, bless God, but you 
need to understand something this morning, that isn't my family. Oh, I've been brought 
into a new family. I've got family members, let me tell you what, they're as ornery, 
they're as stubborn, they think they know everything, they think that they never have to 
open this book, they think that they never have to go to church, they think that they can 
live any old way and that God is going to be pleased with that. Why? Because they write 
a check once a month and send it in, or they do something of goodwill or charity or 
something. They have no desire in their heart to be glad, to rejoice and to praise and to be
thankful. Then my question is this: do they truly know Christ? Because when you truly 
have been made to know Christ, you will praise him. You will have joy and you will be 
glad and rejoice. 

"I will sing praise to thy name, O though most High." Notice that's capitalized, isn't it? 
Who is he talking about? Who is he talking about there? You know, when David said, 
"The Lord is my shepherd," do you think he was talking about God the Father there? No. 
Oh, he was talking about Jesus, the Good Shepherd. He rejoiced and he was glad. I 
believe David had a personal relationship with Jesus. I believe he did. You say, "Brother 
Doug, Jesus wasn't even born yet." He is the great I Am. He is from everlasting to 
everlasting. He has no beginning of days. He has no ending of days. He was never born 
and he'll never die.
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Now you say, "Brother Doug, what about 2,000 years ago?" He made himself of no 
reputation and came and took upon the form of a servant, being found fashioned as a 
man, came humble and obedient even unto death, the death of the cross. Do you know 
why? Because in order for the substitute to apply to humanity, it had to be a human 
substitute. God made himself a human, the perfect God-man. He said, "I'll go, Daddy. I'm
that lamb slain from the foundation of the world." Oh, knowing that, I've got joy. 
Knowing that Colossians 2:13-14 applies to me, "having forgiven us all our trespasses, 
Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross." Colossians 2:12 says I was buried with 
him. I was buried with him. Spiritually I participated in the death, the burial and the 
resurrection of Christ and when he rose, I arose through and by the faith of the operation 
of God. Boy, if that doesn't make you rejoice this morning, then there's something wrong.

Knowing that I've been redeemed, have you been redeemed this morning? Do you show 
forth that thanksgiving? Do you show forth that praise? Do you know what it means to be
redeemed? Folks, it means to be bought. We are slaves this morning whether you want to 
look at it or not. Do you realize that we're slaves? When you were out in sin, you were a 
slave unto who? Look at Ephesians 2. This is why David is so joyous here in these first 
four verses with these "I wills." This is who you were before you were made to know that
you were bought with a price, for you are not your own, you're sealed until the day of 
redemption and you are kept by the power of God. But this is who you were. You were a 
slave. Ephesians 2:1, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:
Among whom also we all," we all, do you hear that this morning? That was you before 
Christ came your way, before Christ picked you up out of the mire and set you in the 
choir. This was you among whom also we all "had our conversation in times past in the 
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)." And he goes on in Ephesians 2:8, 9 and 10 and says, 
"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 
Not of works, lest any man should boast."

If there's anything that we can do to add to the finished work of Christ, then it would not 
be by grace, it would be by works. He did it all and David knew this. David didn't know 
exactly how it was going to go down, but when he wrote that 22nd Psalm, we're not there 
yet but we'll get there, we've got three weeks in Psalm 9, but we'll get there to 22. You go
home tonight after service this evening, after tonight's service, and you get in a quiet area 
and you open up and you read Psalm 22. That's what Christ did for you. Oh, that's the 
Psalm right there that tells us what he did and David wrote it and David knew by 
inspiration of God, the Holy Spirit, what Christ would come and do. He was that little 
lamb. Every day of atonement, he was typified, a picture of that lamb that would atone 
for the sin of one year but, bless God, when he thought it not robbery being equal with 
God, came in the form of a man, being found fashioned as a man, when he came down to 
this earth, he said, "Those lambs, those turtledoves, those goats, those bullocks, all that 
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sacrifice, all those works by the hands of men, that doesn't matter anymore." Do you 
know what he's going to do? He said, "I'm going to take it out of the way." And that's 
what he did and David knew that. 

David sinned with Bathsheba, terrible, horrible, wicked, vile sin with Bathsheba and then 
to try to cover it up, he went out and had ordered the death of Uriah the Hittite. The blood
of Uriah, no doubt, called out unto God, that just man. Nathan the prophet went to David 
and he said, "O King," he said, "I want to tell you this." He said, "You've got a rich man 
and you've got a poor man and that rich man is going to have a feast and he's going to 
invite over all of his friends and that little poor man has one little kid lamb." Now the 
Hebrew terminology there means it was a pet lamb. It was like your house cat or your 
little dog. It lived in the house and the little kids played with it. It was a pet lamb. "And 
the old rich man came over. Instead of taking one from his herd and killing it, he came 
over and took that little kid lamb and killed it and cooked it and fed it to his guests. No 
doubt broke the hearts of those there in that family." David heard this story and he said, 
"The man that hath done this, he shall surely die. But before he does, he'll repay 
according to the law fourfold." Do you know what Nathan the prophet told him? He 
pointed at him and said, "Thou art the man."

Folks, the baby, the baby died at seven days old. Nine months David was out of 
fellowship with God. Another seven days went by after that baby was born, David was 
still out of fellowship with God but, oh, he fell to his knees, he said, "Search me, God. 
Try me, O Lord. Purge me like hyssop and restore unto me the joy of thy salvation." 
That's what assurance is, folks. That's what David had. David knew for a fact, he said, 
"Do you know what? I can't do this on my own. I can't keep myself. We're all but poor 
dumb sheep and we need a shepherd." 

David knew that and David said, "I will be glad and rejoice in thee. I will sing praise to 
thy name, O thou most High. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and 
perish at thy presence." I'm not worried about the world this morning. I don't fear man 
who can destroy but the body, but I fear God with a holy reverential fear. I fear the terror 
of the Lord. But oh, do you know what? I've been put on the other side of his terror. I've 
been put on the mercy side of his terror. I've been put on the grace side of his terror and 
I've been made to know that through and by the Spirit of God that lives inside of me now,
and I will be glad and rejoice over that. I'm not glad because I know that God one day is 
going to pour out his wrath. Oh, I don't have any joy in that. Folks, I've got family 
members that are going to spend an eternity in hell and I'm sure that you do too. You 
think I get any joy out of that? No, but do you know what I'm glad? One day, oh, I won't 
have to deal with this on point 3, I'm glad one day when everything passes away and 
melts with fervent heat and John said, "Behold, I saw a new heaven and a new earth and a
new Jerusalem coming down as a bride adorned for her husband."

I was just sitting in class the other day and we were talking about the church. We are the 
bride of Christ, bless God. God has chosen us and given us to the Son. He bought and 
paid for us. He's purging us and sanctifying us so that he might present us holy and 
acceptable. Oh, we're going to go to the marriage supper of the Lamb that's going to last 
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for a thousand years and then after that, we as the bride of Christ, receive our wedding 
present, the new Jerusalem. God the Father has got us a wedding present. Oh, the new 
Jerusalem. We are the bride of Christ, bless God. Think of that. David knew that. David 
had assurance. He had joy and he said, "I will rejoice indeed, the God of my salvation." 

"O thou most High. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy 
presence." Like Spurgeon said, I don't get any joy out of that. I've got people that I care 
about greatly. I served with men in the army that I love, I love those boys. When I was 
over in Iraq for two years, I loved those soldiers. I loved those boys, bless God, but some 
of them are going to die and go to hell. There's nothing I can do about that, folks. I can 
give them the Gospel, I can pray for them, I can witness to them, I can show forth his 
praise and all of his marvelous works, I can walk around and be joyous and glad in it, 
bless God, but do you know what? My God is in control and when God does the work, 
he'll do it on his time. 

I told the Sunday school teachers long ago and the youth director long ago and if you 
disagree with me, I'm sorry. I'm sorry if you disagree with me but I told Sister Helen and 
Leona and Brenda and Gloria and all of them, I said, "Don't ever ask a child to pray the 
sinner's prayer. Don't ever ask a child to pray the sinner's prayer." Do you know why? 
Oh, they get all torn up with the sad sob story about the cross and it is a sad sob story, but
it appeals to their emotions. You've got a 6, 7, 8 year old kid and then all of a sudden 
you've told them about the death, the burial and the resurrection and then you ask them if 
they'd like to pray and receive Jesus, repeat after me, let me ask you, where is the 
regeneration process? Where is the regeneration process? There hasn't been any. Do you 
know what that child has just done? They've got a false hope. They're going to go home 
thinking they're saved and they're going to rock themselves to sleep and when they leave 
this world, they'll bust hell wide open.

You say, "Brother Doug, I don't see it that way." Well, you need to read your Bible a 
little bit more, alright? Oh, do you know what I'd do to them? I'd just give them the 
Gospel. Just keep giving them the Gospel and just keep giving it to them, and giving it to 
them, and then one day that little 8, 9, 10 year old boy or girl is going to come up to that 
Sunday school teacher and say, "What must I do to be saved?" That, oh that right there 
means more than any altar call ever given. That right there means more than any Roman's
road that's ever quoted. Do you know why? Because God has done a work in that child 
and now that child is concerned about the eternality of their soul and once God saves 
them and God does the work, oh, you want to talk about some rejoicing then. 

That child will be glad because children aren't like we are, you know? Sometimes they 
say the most honest cutest things. They do, don't they? Walking down with Justin from 
time to time when he was a little fellow seeing an old veteran or something with a leg, 
"Daddy, what happened to that man's leg?" Right out in public. They don't think but 
they're honest. They want to know. But if you tell a child to say this prayer, "Do you want
to receive Christ?" Or even worse, "Now honey, you don't want to die and go to hell, do 
you? You don't want to burn up forever and ever, do you?" Why no, nobody in their right
mind wants to do that. Nobody in their right mind wants to do that and if you tell a child 
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to say this prayer and it will keep them from burning up, folks, they're going to say that 
prayer, amen? 

They're going to say that prayer and what have we done? Well, we've been doing it ever 
since 1820 in America. Do you know what we've done? We've created a universal church
where about 10% of its members are actually regenerated, the other 90% have said a 
prayer and they have a false hope and there is no true thanksgiving, there is no true joy. 
They don't have assurance because they don't really have salvation.

"When mine enemies are turned back, For thou hast maintained my right." God has 
manifested my right, okay? God has manifested Israel's right to own that land that God 
gave them in Exodus 12 and Exodus 15. He's established my right as a child of God in a 
country that I have been born and raised in and defended for 20 years, he has maintained 
my right to worship him, to praise him, and to say whatever I need to say about Jesus, 
amen? I don't care where I'm at, I want to be bold as a lion, but at the same time be meek 
as a lamb. I want the world to know, I want the President to know, I want the Supreme 
Court to know that my God is in control and I serve him first.

"For thou hast maintained my right and my cause." Do you know why? I'll tell you why. I
believe it's 1 Peter 2:10 or 2:9 that says we are "a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
peculiar people, that we should give praise for to him who has called us out of the 
darkness and into the marvelous light." He reversed what I read to you this morning in 
Ephesians 2:1-5. Why? By grace your are saved.

So why did he save you? I'll tell you why he saved you: because it pleased him to do so. 
There was no good in you. He didn't have to look forward and see what you were going 
to do or what you were going to become. It pleased him to do so and, oh, once you've 
been made to know that, once you've been made to know that there's no good in you, do 
you know what you'll do? 1. Let's bring this to a close: you will praise the Lord. 2. You 
will show forth his marvelous works. 3. You will be glad and rejoice. 4. You will sing 
praises unto his name. Do you know what that sounds like to me? "Wait a minute, 
Brother Doug, they didn't have the indwelling back in the Old Testament, did they?" No, 
but they got filled and the Bible said in Ephesians to be ye filled with the Spirit. It said 
when you're filled with the Spirit, what will you do? You will sing psalms and hymns and
praises and rejoice in him when you're filled with the Spirit of God.

Do you know what the word "filled" means? It means to be controlled. It means to be 
controlled. Be ye not conformed to this world, but be ye filled, be controlled, be 
transformed by what? By the renewing of your mind to prove that which is acceptable 
unto God, which is what? That's your reasonable service. Do you understand this 
morning that's where we get our word "logic" from, that word "reasonable" in the Greek. 
That's where we get the word "logic" from. Do you know what God is saying to his 
readers there? It's only logical that if you're a Christian, born of God, taught of God, born 
from above, do you realize that's what the new birth is? The new birth isn't saying a 
prayer, okay? The new birth is being born of God and then you'll pray.
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You must be born again first, friends. That's it. You must be born again. Jesus told 
Nicodemus in John 3, he told him in verse 3, he told him in verse 5 that he must be born 
again. Then he goes over to John 3:8 and he said, "The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
thou knowest not whence it come or whether it goeth. So is everyone that is born of the 
Spirit." He said, "Nicodemus, you must be born again." Nicodemus said, "I don't 
understand it." But once you're born again, then do you know what you'll do? Oh, God 
turns the faith on and then you begin to repent. 

You say, "Well, Brother Doug, I ask God to forgive me of my sins every day." I don't. I 
don't. I told Mary Beth a while back, I said, "I stopped that. I stopped that about three 
months ago." Hear me out, I'm not without sin. I ask God to purge me and cleanse me and
use me for his honor and for his glory, but I don't ask him to forgive me of my sins. Do 
you know why? Because I've already done that. Do you know what I do now? One-on-
one between me and him when I talk to him, "Lord, I failed you and here's how I failed 
you, God, I did this, this and this. That's how I failed you." That's not asking for 
forgiveness, that's confessing your sins and he is faithful. You deal with the matter but 
I'm going to tell you something this morning, do you know what David had? David had 
assurance and do you know what believers need to have? They need to have assurance 
knowing that, do you know what? Everything that stood in offense against me was nailed 
to his cross, taken out of the way. When he saved me and I asked him to forgive me of 
my sins, he forgave me of all sins past, present and future. Now I confess my sins. Now I 
deal with my sins. "God, I have failed you in this area. Purge me and cleanse me, God. 
Help me in this area so that I may overcome it to better serve you." But my sins have 
been forgiven and repenting is not saying a prayer, repenting is a change of direction, 
turning to God from sin.

Do you know what I had to do when I got a new Master because I was once a slave of the
prince of the power of the air? I got filled with joy unspeakable and full of glory, 
regeneration was wrought in my heart and my life. God wrought faith in me for no man 
to think more highly of himself than he ought, for it is God who has dealt every man a 
measure of faith to believe, that was God's gift to me so that I might be saved and 
respond and act on it and now I'm repenting. I'm turning to God every day from sin and 
I'm rejoicing in doing it. 

I have not lost one thing by being a Christian. Do you understand that? I haven't lost one 
thing. You say, "Well, Brother Doug, you tell us that you don't have the same friends, 
you lost friends." No, I didn't. Oh, do you know what? All of those little things that fell 
by the wayside when I became in Christ, oh, Jesus made up for all that. Oh, bless God, all
those old habits that I used to have, all of those old problems that I used to have, that old 
foul mouth that I had when I was in the military, oh, my goodness, God did a work on 
me, bless God. All that stuff that fell by the wayside, that doesn't matter anyway. That 
was just standing in my way of praising and worshiping him. 

I don't have those desires anymore. Do you know why? I'm going to tell you why and I'm
going to close: if any man be in Christ, he's a new creature. Old things are passed. Old 
things are passed. Are you hearing me this morning? Are you going to struggle? Yeah, 
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you are. Are you going to be tempted? You'd better thank God for those temptations 
because let me tell you what, if Satan isn't tempting you, that means he's got you. He's got
you. Oh, but know where you can go. Have assurance.

"I will praise thee, O LORD. I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. I will be glad 
and rejoice and I will sing praise to thy name." Well, that's a whole lot of "I wills" isn't it?
Oh, but those are some good "I wills." Do you know why? Because that's Christ-centered 
theology right there. That's giving everything to him. I owe him everything this morning, 
do you realize that? And if you're saved by his grace, you owe him everything this 
morning. 

You owe it all to him and let me tell you what, I don't feel good all the time. Please don't 
leave here and say, "Well, that preacher said I've got to come to church with 109 fever, 
when I'm sick and down." No. I'm telling you what, folks, but really evaluate, evaluate 
the situation at times. There are times you stayed home and you couldn't come, but what 
are you doing when you're staying at home? You say, "I'm praying, Brother Doug. I may 
sing a little melody and then I pray and then I read my Bible." That's good. That's 
worship, but do you know what you're missing out on? You're missing out on the body of
Christ coming together in one mind, in one accord, and worshiping and praising as a unit.

You see, God has a corporate church and each one of you individually is part of that 
corporate church and when you withdraw and pull yourself away from that corporate 
group, you're on your own. I heard this said one time by a woman who stood up and 
testified. She said, "You know, the church of the Lord Jesus Christ is like a fire pit." She 
said, "It's full of hot coals." We're all individual little hot coals burning in that fire pit and
if I take me a pair of tongs and I pick one of those coals up and I set it about six feet away
from that fire, those other coals are together, they're strong, they're working hard and 
they're hot, but what happens to that one little coal that I set off by itself? It eventually 
goes out. It eventually goes out. It's still a coal, though. Do you understand? You've got 
to get the concept right. But he said, "I will remove your candlestick." What does that 
mean? He's going to remove your witness. He's going to remove your testimony. He's 
going to remove your light.

It's so dangerous for young Christians because they get in a situation like that, they slip 
back out into the world, they're saved, they're going to heaven but what are they doing? 
They're defiling the temple of God over and over and over and over again. What does 
God do? What does God do to them? What does the Bible say he did to them? Know ye 
not that your body is the temple of God which the Holy Spirit dwelleth in you, and if any 
man defile the temple thereof, repeated, habitual sin, knowing that they've been bought 
with a price not of their own but they've reached that point of the hardening of heart, God
said, "I will destroy the temple. For every man's work shall be made manifest for the day 
shall declare it and it shall be revealed by fire." The Lord Jesus Christ will reveal your 
life. Everything is going to be put out on the table for the whole church to see. Oh, "if any
man's work shall abide, he shall receive a reward." Read 1 Corinthians 3. It's all there, 
right there. "But if any man's work shall be burned up, he shall suffer loss. But he himself
shall be saved so yet as by the fire."
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That's assurance right there and do you know what? That kind of assurance makes me 
want to serve him that much more. That kind of assurance wants me to serve him that 
much more. You say, "Brother Doug, that gives you a license to sin." No, I don't need a 
license to sin because I've been doing that my whole life that last 44 years. I don't need a 
license to sin, alright? I will sin for, ye I am yet carnal and that I would do, I do not and 
that I know I'm not supposed to do, that I do. Read Romans 7. Oh, but I have that 
assurance now that I'm in him and he's in me and I know everything what he's done for 
me: imputation, substitution, reconciliation, propitiation, justification, sanctification, one 
day glorification. I know these things. I've been born of God and taught of God and now I
rejoice in that with full assurance and I will sing praises unto him and I will show forth 
the world of his wonderful marvelous works. Why? Because I'm a new creature now, old 
things are passed away. All of those old things are gone. Done away with. Do you know 
why? Because it pleased him to do so.

Let's bow our heads.
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