
Revelation – Chapter 11 

(August 12, 2017) 
 

Temple Of God: 
Revelation 11:1-2   And there was given me a reed like unto a rod (Ezek 40:3, Ezek 40-48): and the 
angel stood, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship 
therein.  2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto 
the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months (Daniel 9:24-27).  

 Two previous temples are destroyed (Solomon’s – 586BC & Cyrus the Great – 70AD) 

 This temple is in the future -- has to be in place for the abomination of desolation (Matt 24:15) 

 Measurement of building, alter & people (See Ezekiel 40:3)  

 Forget about the outer court – given to unbelievers/nations 

 Gentiles/nations allowed in the “holy city” (see Daniel 9:24) 

 Daniel 8:11-12 prophesizes the abomination  

 Timing:  Temple building with worship is during the first half of the seven year period – 
abomination is at the mid-point of the tribulation – the total period is 42 months 

 

Two Witnesses: 
 Revelation 11:3-4   And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand 
two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth.  4 These are the two olive trees, and the two 
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth.  

 Ministry:  Sackcloth represents mourning and judgment 

 This seems to be the voice of God speaking 

 Enoch (because he never died, Gen. 5 v.24 and he was a gentile), Elijah (who also never died, (2 
Kings 2 v.11-12) or Moses.  

 Moses and Elijah are the two most influential men in the history of the Jews. Moses introduced 
God's written law to Israel and wrote the first five books of the Old Testament. Elijah was the 
first of the writing prophets and started the school of the prophets. Whenever the Jews said, 
"Moses and Elijah," they usually meant "the law and the prophets." 

 Moses and Elijah accompanied Jesus and the 3 disciples when He was "transfigured before 
them" on the mount and where He discussed His impending sacrifice on the cross (Mat. 17). 

 The two witnesses are said to reproduce the very miracles that Moses and Elijah performed 
while on this earth.  

 Notice: Reference to the Jewish witnesses in days – Gentiles in months 

Scriptural support for Moses and Elijah: 
Zechariah 4:11-14   Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees upon the 
right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof?  12 And I answered again, and said unto 
him, What be these two olive branches which through the two golden pipes empty the golden oil out 
of themselves?  13 And he answered me and said, Knowest thou not what these be? And I said, No, 
my lord.  14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole 
earth. 

 Reference to two olive trees, one candle stick, the empting of oil from themselves and two 
appointed “that stand by the Lord of the whole earth” 



 
Scriptural support for Moses and Elijah (cont.): 
Matthew 11:11-14   Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a 
greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he.  12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force.  13 For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John.  14 And if 
ye will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come. 

 Jesus is teaching about the greatness of John the Baptist 

 Jesus separates two periods (dispensations) – law & the prophets (Moses & Elijah) then John 
the Baptist (and future Kingdom of Heaven) 

 Elijah was there at hand “IF” they would accept John the Baptist teaching of the Messiah 
 
Matthew 17:1-13   And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and bringeth 
them up into an high mountain apart,  2 And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as 
the sun, and his raiment was white as the light.  3 And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and 
Elias talking with him.  4 Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if 
thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.  5 
While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him.  6 And when the disciples 
heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid.  7 And Jesus came and touched them, and said, 
Arise, and be not afraid.  8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.  
9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, saying, Tell the vision to no man, 
until the Son of man be risen again from the dead.  10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then 
say the scribes that Elias must first come?  11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly 
shall first come, and restore all things.  12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they 
knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man 
suffer of them.  13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist. 

 During the transfiguration, Moses and Elijah were standing “by the Lord of the whole earth” 

 Notice:  Jesus is always picking us up “Arise, and be not afraid” 

 Disciples asked:  “Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?” 

 Jesus answers:  “Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.” 

 Jesus tells more:  “That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him 
whatsoever they listed” 

 Disciple understood:  “disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.” 
 
Malachi 4:4-6   Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb 
for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.  5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:  6 And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse. 

 These are the last three verses of the Old Testament 

 They introduce the end of the New Testament 

 They identify Moses and Elijah as the “law and the prophets” 

 They identify Moses and Elijah as “before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
LORD” 

 



Powers of the two witnesses: 
Revelation 11:5-6    And if any man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed.  6 These have power to 
shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them 
to blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they will.   

 Fire for protection:  Elijah in 2 Kings 1:10 – Moses in Numbers 16:35 

 Shut heaven:   Elijah in 1 Kings 17:1/James 5:17 (Three and one-half years) 

 Power to turn water to blood:   Moses in Exodus 4:8-9 

 Plagues:   Moses in Exodus 7-11 

 
Witnesses killed when finished – raised by God: 
Revelation 11:7-12   And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out 
of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.  8 And 
their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, 
where also our Lord was crucified.  9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations 
shall see their dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put in 
graves.  10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall 
send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.  11 
And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, and they stood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them.  12 And they heard a great voice from 
heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their 
enemies beheld them.   

 Appearance of the “beast” – mentioned 36 time from here on and detailed in Chapter 13 

 The “great city” “where also our Lord was crucified” is now “spiritually is called Sodom and 
Egypt”  Remember who is “treading under foot” the city (Revelation 11:2) 

 Verse 9 may be the commission to John in Revelation 10:11 

 Viewing/visitation: 31/2 days – making merry, gifts to one another because they are dead 

 Blame for the problem of the people is the preaching of the witnesses 

 God raises them from the dead “they ascended up to heaven in a cloud” 

 The final effect of their witness:  “their enemies beheld them”   

 Note:   “Come up hither” occurs three times in Bible (Proverbs 25:7, Revelation 4:1 & 
Revelation 11:12) 

 Note:   There appears to be three raptures in the first resurrection.     Deuteronomy 16:16   
Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he 
shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty: 

 The Disciples wanted to build tabernacles for Moses and Elijah in Matthew 17:4 

 The martyrs:    Revelation 6:10-11   And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the 
earth?  11 And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, 
that they should rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their 
brethren, that should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled. 

 Three witness candidates show something else:  Enoch – no death, Elijah -- one death and 
Moses – two deaths (all raptured)  



Second Woe Ends: 
Revelation 11:13-14    And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the city 
fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and 
gave glory to the God of heaven.  14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh 
quickly.  

 This ends the sixth trumpet and the pause from Revelation 10:1-11:12 

 
Sounding Of The Seventh Trumpet (parenthesis added): 
Revelation 11:15-19   And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, 
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall 
reign for ever and ever. (Second Coming)  16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on 
their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God,  17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come (Revelation 4); because thou hast taken to thee thy 
great power, and hast reigned (After Millinennium).  18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is 
come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged (White Throne Judgment), and that thou 
shouldest give reward (Bema Seat Judgment) unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth 
(Judgment of the Nations).  19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in 
his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an 
earthquake, and great hail. 

 Seventh trumpet sounds: 

 Chronology becomes panoramic:  Notice the abrupt change in periods noted in the 
parenthesis 

 Many visions:  Second Coming, Revelation 4, After Millinennium, White Throne Judgment, 
Bema Seat Judgment, Judgment of the Nations 

 And:   “there were lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great 
hail” 

 Seventh trumpet ends:    Revelation 15:1   And I saw another sign in heaven, great and 
marvellous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of 
God.    Revelation 15:7   And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden 
vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. 

 “We give thee thanks”: 
1.)  For being God Almighty:  “O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come” 
2.)  Sovereign power:   “because thou hast taken to thee thy great power” 
3.)  Taking control:   “hast reigned” 
4.)   Display of wrath:   “thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be 

judged” (White Throne Judgment) 
5.)   Judgment and reward for prophets, saints and believers:  “that thou shouldest give 

reward (Bema Seat Judgment) unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and 
them that fear thy name, small and great” 

 Temple of God:   Hebrews 9:11   But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, 
by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 
building; 

 The tabernacles and temple on earth are replicas – real deal is in heaven 
 Assumption is that the real ark is in heaven 


