
Colossians 1:24-2:5 
 
Church App Download/Notes.   

We have been walking through the book of Colossians.  Last week, we left off with verse 23 where Paul 
stated that he was made a minister of the gospel.  In light of that truth, he gives insight into what that has 
looked like for him verses 24-2:5. 

READ/PRAY 

I want us to note 4 things from our Scripture this morning about Paul’s ministry.  His ministry was 
characterized by… 

I.  Suffering to fill up what is lacking v24 

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is 
the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. 

Paul experienced his share of suffering 

2 Cor 11:24-28  Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes. 25 Three times I was beaten with 
rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep. 26 I 
have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, 
dangers among false brethren; 27 I have been in labor and hardship, through many sleepless nights, in 
hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. 28 Apart from such external things, there is 
the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak without my being weak? Who is 
led into sin without my intense concern?  

 1.  What on earth could be lacking in Christ’s afflictions!? 

  a.  There is nothing lacking in his atonement.  It is finished! 
  b.  But, it is God’s plan that His kingdom be advanced by suffering. 
    
 2.  How many cases do we see where the Kingdom of God is advanced through suffering. 

  a.  Acts 8:1  And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, 
and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 
  b.  A modern day example is China 
  c.  We want to advance the kingdom through 
   1.  Plans 
   2.  Programs 
   3.  Big offerings 
   4.  Strategizing etc. 
  d.  That doesn’t work.  Suffering and persecution works 
   1.  That was Paul’s strategy. 
   2.  Galatians 6:17  From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my 
body the brand-marks of Jesus 

 3.  God’s strategy for advancing the kingdom is not being cool…but being willing to suffer 

 4.  2 Timothy 2:10  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 



II.  Stewardship of the mystery v25-27 

25 Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your 
benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God, 

Paul was made a minister….the same word he used up in verse 23…and as a minister, he was given a 
stewardship (management) in the Kingdom for the benefit, not of himself, but for the church.  

 1.  Why was he made a minister? 
 2.  So that He might fully carry out the preaching of the word…and what was his message? 

26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been 
manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  

He reveals to us this mystery in detail in Ephesians 3.  Turn there please… 

Ephesians 3:1-7  For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles-- 2 if 
indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace which was given to me for you; 3 that by 
revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. 4 By referring to this, when 
you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which in other generations was not 
made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the 
Spirit; 

What is this mystery or wisdom of God? 

6 to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel, 7 of which I was made a minister, according to the gift of 
God’s grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 

  a.  The Gentiles…the nations…are fellow heirs!  Jewish brothers are one thing, but  
           Gentiles? 
  b.  Fellow members of the body…full members…not outliers? 
  c.  Fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

So Paul was made a minister, and given a stewardship sot hat he might fully carry out the preaching of the 
word of God, the mystery:  Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

III.  Striving for their completion v28-29 

28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may 
present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, 
which mightily works within me. 

What was Paul striving for?  Laboring for?   

 1.  What was his purpose? 
 2.  To present every man complete in Christ! 

How was Paul striving for their completion? 

 A.  Proclaiming Christ  v28a 



 B.  Admonishing v28b 

  1.  The word admonished literally means to put in mind, gently reprove, and warn. 
  2.  It is not an “in your face rebuke” but a gentle warning to consider…a seed planted in  
       one’s mind to consider. 
  3.  Isaiah 42:1-2  “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul 
delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.  2 “He will not cry out 
or raise His voice, Nor make His voice heard in the street. 
   a.  Jesus’ voice would not be raised in the streets, but His voice would be heard! 
   b.  He would plant the seeds, admonish men, and trust the Spirit to work. 

 C.  Teaching v28c 

  1.  This word means to speak with others to instruct them  
  2.  1 Timothy 4:13  Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to 
exhortation and teaching. 

He was laboring:  proclaiming Christ, admonishing all, and teaching.  He was striving so that he may 
present every man complete in Christ. 

 1.  Complete literally means perfect, mature 
  a.  His goal was not to just sow seeds 
  b.  His goal was to do what was necessary to present them complete, perfect, or mature. 
  c.  To finish the job as a steward of God…a minister 

 2.  Romans 15:15-17  But I have written very boldly to you on some points so as to remind you 
again, because of the grace that was given me from God, 16 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles, ministering as a priest the gospel of God, so that my offering of the Gentiles may become 
acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17 Therefore in Christ Jesus I have found reason for boasting in 
things pertaining to God. 

  a.  Paul calls himself a servant or a minister here, which in the Greek implies “priest.” 

  b.  In other words, he is doing a priestly duty 
   1.  Proclaiming the gospel of God to the Gentiles, with the hope of making a  
        priestly offering to God. 
   2.  Not his work as the offering, but the Gentiles themselves as living  
        sacrifices, holy (sanctified) and acceptable to God. 
   3.  It is not even as though he enables them to offer themselves to God.   
   4.  No, the implication is that it is he himself who presents the sacrifice.  
    
  c.  His goal was to present every man complete! 
  
  d.  This would be a good time to stop and as ourselves, what will we be presenting? 
   1.  We talk about receiving crowns…what will we be presenting? 
   2.  Possessions, Trophies, awards, diplomas, degrees? 
   3.  Don’t waste your life! 
   4.  What role are you playing in the lives of others? 



IV.  Stable Faith  2:1-5 

2:1-5. For I want you to know how great a struggle I have on your behalf and for those who are at 
Laodicea, and for all those who have not personally seen my face, 

We are back where we started, with a suffering minister, a steward of the mystery of Christ, striving to 
present as many people complete as possible.  He is willing to suffer on their behalf so that… 

2 that their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in love, and attaining to all the wealth 
that comes from the full assurance of understanding, resulting in a true knowledge of God’s mystery, that 
is, Christ Himself, 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that 
no one will delude you with persuasive argument. 5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I 
am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.  

He is suffering, stewarding, striving so that their faith would be stable.  A stable faith is rooted in the 
wealth and treasure of: 

 1.  Understanding Christ Himself 
 2.  Knowing Christ Himself 
 3.  Wisdom and knowledge that is hidden in the person of Christ Himself. 

A stable faith comes when Christ becomes our greatest treasure. 

 1.  Matthew 13:44-47  “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man 
found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  45 “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, 46 and upon finding one pearl of great 
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.   47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet 
cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; 

 2.  A stable faith comes when Christ becomes our greatest treasure. 
  
 3.  Colossians 3:1-4   

A stable faith comes when Christ becomes our greatest treasure.  Is He Your treasure?  Gospel


