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Message #60                                                                                                                Luke 12:8-12

There are many people who are part of a denomination that falls under the heading of the 
Reformed Churches.  The Reformed Churches basically believe in three creeds (Apostles Creed; 
Nicene Creed; Athanasian Creed).  They also believe in four systems of instruction (Heidelberg
Catechism; Belgic Confession; Canons of Dort; Confession of Belhar).  Now the Reformed 
Church is what we would say is a “confessional church.”  It is a church that stresses that young 
people need to make a public confession of their faith.  In part, their idea comes from this text 
in Luke and also Matthew 10:32 and from their own confessions.

Is this what Jesus was after?  Was Jesus after young people walking up in front of people at 
church and making some public confession?  Was Jesus after people standing before other 
people making some confession so they could say that proves I am right with God?  I don’t think
so and neither did Luke.  I guarantee you that when Jesus spoke these words, young people at 
church were not on His mind.

When Jesus Christ was here on earth, thousands of people came to see Him and hear Him.  The 
religious world that Christ was in was very intimidating.  The Pharisees and Scribes were 
powerful men and they controlled and dominated the religious worship.  These men were trained 
scholars with great knowledge and political clout.  They threatened people and intimidated 
people and the people were “afraid” of them (Luke 12:4-7).  

Jesus Christ was hated by these religious leaders.  They kept trying to trap Him and they plotted 
as to how they could get rid of Him (Luke 6:11).  Truth is, they wanted Jesus Christ dead.  In the 
chronology of Christ’s life, by the time we get to Luke 12, they aren’t too far away from getting 
their wish.

What this practically meant is that the followers of Jesus Christ would be left behind to present 
the truth of God against this wicked religious world.  Christ did not want His disciples to be 
afraid to the point that they neglected their responsibility to be His witnesses.  Jesus wanted His 
people to realize that it is your job to go out in the world and testify of Me and for Me.  This
is not about some public confession in church; this is about verbally defending Jesus Christ in a 
hostile and hateful world. 

What Jesus says here is this:

EVERY PERSON MUST MAKE A CHOICE BETWEEN TWO OPTIONS TO EITHER 
CONFESS CHRIST BEFORE MEN OR DENY CHRIST BEFORE MEN, AND THERE 
ARE ETERNAL CONSEQUENCES FOR THE CHOICE ONE MAKES.

Carefully understand this point, this confession is not before people at church, it is before the 
men in this world.  The specific men are those religious men and systems who hate Jesus Christ 
and who threaten to kill those who are committed to Jesus Christ (Luke 12:4-5).
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Jesus Christ wanted His people to realize that you have a responsibility to speak up for Me in a 
world that demeans Me.  You have a responsibility to be outspoken for Me in your world.  It is 
your responsibility to confess Me before those who are false on your job, in your school and in 
your neighborhood.  You have a choice, you may either speak up for Me or don’t say anything, 
which is basically a denial of Me.  But you need to know this; there are eternal consequences at 
stake on this issue.

Years ago there was an ideology that hit the evangelism circuit that was called “friendship 
evangelism.”  The idea was that believers should befriend lost people first with the goal of 
sharing Christ with them.  Now there is some merit to this idea; however, what is somewhat 
neglected is the responsibility to proclaim Jesus Christ verbally.  Faith comes by hearing the 
word, not by being friendly.  At some point a believer must make a choice to speak up and out 
for Jesus Christ or keep the mouth shut.

In these verses, Jesus Christ presents four eternal realities:

ETERNAL REALITY #1 – Earthly confession of Jesus Christ will bring a heavenly confession
                                                  by Jesus Christ.  12:8

When you fear God you have a fearlessness to defend Jesus Christ before men.  You are not 
afraid to defend Jesus Christ before anybody.

Two times in verse 8 we read the word “confess.”  That Greek word (ομολογεω) is one that 
means to speak in the exact same language and say the exact same thing.  According to the 
esteemed lexicographer, G. Abbott-Smith, the word means to agree to something or to 
acknowledge something and to be of the exact same mind (Greek Lexicon, pp. 317-318).

Biblical confession, then, is to acknowledge something or to agree with something in the same 
way that God sees it and God’s word reveals it.  What Jesus Christ is saying here is that whoever
will publicly testify of Me before humanity on earth and say the same thing the Bible says about 
Me, I will Personally testify of him in heaven before the angels.  Frederic Godet, an esteemed 
Swiss Protestant Theologian of the 1800’s, called this a “magnificent recompense.”

I want you to notice that Christ identifies Himself as the “Son of man.”  He was very much 
aware of His Divine Identity being the Son of man.  He was very much aware of the 
eschatological program of God that centered on Him.  This is the Daniel term that speaks of the 
Divine Person who will one day come and rule the world (Daniel 7:13-14).  So Jesus is 
promising great acknowledgement from Him Personally for one who defends Him publicly.

Now the confession is to be made before “the men.”  This is not a confession made at church.  
The men to whom Jesus is referring are those men who were against Him and His word.  The 
article “the” before men is an article of previous reference which refers to the men who were 
Pharisaical hypocrites (12:1).  It takes knowledge and courage to defend Jesus Christ in a world 
of supposed “religious scholars” who reject Him.
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Now the one who does this will be confessed before “the angels of God.”  There is an article 
“the” before angels, meaning specific angels.  All angels are God’s angels, but Jesus is referring 
to the highest and holiest heavenly angels.  What a moment this will be.  Jesus Christ will 
publicly introduce a faithful witness before all the heavenly angels.

It is worth grammatically noting that the first verb “confess” is in the subjunctive mood and the 
second verb “confess” is in the indicative mood.  What this means is that it is a definite fact 
(Indicative Mood) that Jesus Christ will testify before the angels of God, but it is uncertain 
(Subjunctive Mood) as to whether or not the follower of Jesus Christ will testify of Him.  In 
other words, there is no certainty that the believer will witness, but there is certainty that Christ 
will confess all who do before the angels of God.

The issue here is not one of believing on Jesus Christ or making some public confession at 
church; the issue here is testifying of and witnessing for Jesus Christ in a world that is hostile 
and hateful to Jesus Christ.

Notice the option of testifying for Christ is open to “everyone.”  It is the potential for every 
believer.  
Here is what you may know with certainty:
1) If you publicly exhibit your faith in Jesus Christ in this world,
2) If you personally express your faith in Jesus Christ in this world,
3) If you publically defend your faith in Jesus Christ in this world,
   You are heading to a “magnificent recompense” for you are heading to honor that will be given
   to you by Jesus Christ, Himself.

There are only two options when it comes to Jesus Christ.  You either accept Him or you don’t.  
There is no neutrality.  You either believe in Him to save you from your sins or you don’t.

ETERNAL REALITY #2 – Earthly denial of Jesus Christ will bring a heavenly denial by
                                                  Jesus Christ.  12:9

The word “deny” (αρνεομαι) is repeated twice in this verse and is the antithesis of the word 
“confess.”  This word means to refuse to acknowledge, to disown and to say no (Ibid., pp. 
59-60).

What Jesus is saying here is that the one on earth who refuses to defend Me and testify of Me 
and acknowledge Me, is one that I will not publicly acknowledge in heaven before the angels.
The contextual issue here is not salvation, but confession.  In fact, the assumption of verse 
9 is that one is in heaven, but not being honored.  One who refuses to defend Jesus Christ and 
witness for Jesus Christ in this hostile world will not be honored before the angels in heaven.

Every individual believer has a choice to make in this world and it is a choice between speaking 
up for and defending Jesus Christ or not.  This has nothing to do with a public confession at 
church.  Jesus is speaking of defending Him in this world.  If a believer refuses to take this stand,
then Christ will deny him.
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Many years ago, when I was asked to participate as a faculty member at a graduation ceremony,
my responsibility was to open and close the graduation ceremony in prayer.  I had taught most of
the graduates in my three years of being on the faculty so I knew most of the students.  Sitting in 
the auditorium was a young lady who should have been graduating with the class.  The problem 
was, during her initial days at school; she fluffed off and flunked many of her classes.  As a 
result, she needed to retake some of the courses before she could graduate.  About half-way 
through the ceremony, I noticed this girl burst into tears.  She was overwhelmed with the reality 
that had she been more committed, she would have received her diploma.

There is coming a day in eternity, before the angels of God, in which a great eternal graduation 
ceremony will occur.  It will be the day when Jesus Christ Personally and publicly announces 
the names of those who faithfully defended Him before the angels of God.  At that moment there
will be those who will realize they did not speak up for Jesus Christ in this world and they did 
not defend Him.  They said no to opportunities and it will cost them.

You will never regret taking a stand for Jesus Christ in this Christ-rejecting, God-mocking 
world.  

ETERNAL REALITY #3 – Earthly denial of the Holy Spirit will bring the eternal 
                                                  condemnatory Judgment of God.  12:10

Now what we immediately see is that the critical issue here concerns one who “blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit.”  This blaspheming of the Holy Spirit is somehow related to a 
context of a confession or denial of Jesus Christ.

There are two parallel accounts given by Matthew (Matt. 12:31-32) and Mark (Mark 3:29) that 
speak of this identical matter of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit.  Because this is such a unique
phrase, we need to consult those other texts that contain the phrase.

In both of those passages, the context of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit was to say that Jesus 
Christ was demonic and His performing miracles were Satanic.  

When Jesus was here on earth, He looked like the average Jew.  As Isaiah said, He had “no 
stately form or majesty that we should look upon Him nor appearance that we should be attracted
to Him” (Is. 53:2).  There was nothing magnificent or glorious looking about Jesus Christ.  This 
is probably why God was willing to forgive statements made about “the Son of man.”  A sincere 
Jew could doubt, question and even speak against Jesus Christ as being Daniel’s “son of man.”

But to say that He was doing the things He was doing by Satan’s power, rather than the Spirit of 
God’s power was not something God would forgive.  To say this, one would have to not only 
deny the truth about Jesus Christ, but actually demean Him by saying He was Satanic.

Dr. Charles Ryrie said, “…though they might misunderstand His claims, such ignorance, though 
deplorable, was forgivable.  But to misunderstand the power of the Spirit was unforgivable since 
the Spirit’s power and ministry was well known from O.T. times” (Basic Theology, p. 352).
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Now the context is a consistent refusal to testify for Jesus Christ and a consistent denial to even 
acknowledge Him.  This is something that will not be forgiven.

The blasphemy here is that the believer is in a position to confess Christ or deny Christ and he 
specifically doesn’t do what the Spirit prompts him to do, which is to defend Christ.

ETERNAL REALITY #4 – Earthly opportunities to testify for Jesus Christ are Divinely
                                                   Directed and Aided by the Holy Spirit.  12:11-12

Jesus Christ wanted His disciples to realize there would be times when they would find 
themselves in a public setting.  There are two realizations Christ wanted His disciples to have.

Realization #1 - There will be times when God’s people will be publicly put on the spot.  12:11

The description here is that a believer is being hauled into a legal court and must defend himself 
and his view of Jesus Christ against charges.

The reality of this did happen.  This did happen to Peter and John (Acts 4:5-23).  This happened 
to Stephen (Acts 6:15-7:60).  This certainly happened to Paul (Acts 22:1-21; 26:1-23).  These 
were hauled into intimidating legal settings and they basically preached a message in front of 
authorities.  

Jesus Christ never taught that witnessing for Him would be fun and easy.  What He does say is 
when you find yourself in a witnessing situation that is intimidating, you have nothing to fear.
The threat to believers is that they don’t speak up or speak out for Jesus Christ.  It is not our 
responsibility to suppress truth or acquiesce to the religious views of this world; it is our respons-
ibility to defend Jesus Christ.  

What each of us should fear is the reality of facing Jesus Christ and having Him give a negative 
testimony of our life (12:5).

Realization #2 - The Holy Spirit will be with you at unexpected times.  12:12

The more we know of the Bible and sound doctrine, the more the Spirit of God can use us to be a
witness for Him.

We have a serious responsibility to witness for Jesus Christ.

Most religions and even most denominations will tell you that you can be right with God by your
works.  Most promote that salvation is all about you, what you do and don’t do.  We proclaim 
Jesus Christ as the only way to God.  He is the only door.  He is the only Savior.  Jesus Christ is 
the God Savior Messiah King and if you don’t receive Him, just as He says in verse 5, He will 
cast you into hell.


