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Introduction:  That the Triune God created all that has come into existence has been the uniform 
confession of God's people through all time. It is the fundamental assertion of the Bible upon which 
all else rests.  Matter abundantly declares, through entropy, that it's existence is dependent.  It's cause 
is not to be found within itself.  No wonder then, that this foundational doctrine is the focus of attack by
unbelief.  If Genesis 1-3 is denied then man himself is rendered meaningless and will be viewed as 
an human resource merely to be controlled by a self-proclaimed elite for whatever seems good to 
them.

1. It is God's Word which teaches that the fact of creation is what distinguishes the True and 
Living God from all false gods, Palm 96:5;  Isaiah 37:16;  Jeremiah 10:11, 16;  Acts 17:24.  What this
means is that when we talk with an unregenerate man we must begin in the manner in which God 
begins speaking to us, about Himself as the Sovereign Creator, Genesis 1:1-5.  Paul's method in Athens
should inform us.  Perhaps we often put forward the bait but we fail to attach the bait to the hook!
Think about Jonah's witness to the pagan sailors, Jonah 1:4-5, 9-10.

2. It has wisely been said that if one accepts the Biblical doctrine of creation (ex nihilo, Genesis 
1:1;  Hebrews 11:3; Colossians 1:16; Acts 17:24) then the rest of the Holy Scripture is believable.  If 
God created the universe in six ordinary days then certainly He can bring plagues on Egypt, part the 
Red Sea, heal the sick, turn water into good wine, resurrect Lazarus, resurrect Jesus, rule over the kings
of the earth and judge all evil doers at the last day.

3. Why is man so hostile to Creation ex nihilo?  Note that the issue of God’s infinite power is 
joined with creation in the Apostle’s Creed and in Revelation 4:8 & 11.  Whenever one seeks to limit 
God’s power and His authority, the creation must be refuted.  Paul tells you in Romans 1:20 that 
creation proves certain truths concerning God.  God’s glory and His honor are also proven by 
creation.  Man wants to be his own god.  “I did it my way,” is his theme song.  Creation establishes the 
absolute authority and sovereignty of the Triune God.  It makes all of creation answerable to God.  It 
obligates all creation to praise God, Psalm 148.

4.  Did God create in the space of six days?  Did God speak to us, through Moses, in plain, face to
face type language or in the high academic, supranormal language that is only concerned for the ideas 
floating behind the words but not tied too firmly to the very words themselves?  At stake is ultimately 
the authority of God’s Word.  With this everything is up for grabs.  How ought we to approach 
Genesis?

5. Our hermeneutic must be derived from Scripture itself.  We must let the Author define His 
meaning.  No text is more significant in this matter than the account of Aaron and Miriam grumbling 
against Moses, Numbers 12:6-8.1

6. What was Jesus' view of Genesis 1-11?  Jesus understood Genesis 1 as straightforward 
speech, as normal 24 hour days when He referred to creation; Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6; 13:19; Luke 
11:50

7. What was Paul's view of Genesis 1-11?  Paul agreed with Jesus in Romans 1:20 in his 
temporal reference to creation.  Paul understands Adam to be the historical first man and as such the 
federal head of the Covenant of Works, Romans 5:12-21.  

1 Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 1, Section 9.



8. The conclusion the light of Scripture demands, regarding interpreting Genesis 1-11, is that 
the language is historical, plain and straightforward.  It is not poetic, adaptive to the human psyche,
nor a framework in which to dress and organize some very important principles.  It is time and space 
propositional truth!

9. We've already tipped our hand, as it were, regarding our view of the days of Creation.  
Hebrews makes it clear that the Biblical doctrine of creation in six ordinary days is a matter of faith.2  
As God said to Job, 38:1-7,21, none of us were around to see it, therefore one who did see must tell us 
of it in order for us to know how it was done.  God has spoken plainly, will you believe Him?  Who or 
what is for you the final authority of doctrine and life?  The great issue here is one of syncretism.  
Shall it be Jerusalem versus Athens or shall it be Jerusalem and Athens?  The entire scope of the 
Bible can be entitled, “The Tale of Two Cities.”  Jerusalem will prevail.  Athens will fall, never to rise 
again.

2 Hebrews 11.3.


