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Introduction: There are many today who claim that Jesus never considered Himself to be God.  They 
are wrong.  The passage before us this morning contains two of the great declarations of Jesus that He 
is equal to the Father.  The leading theologians and scholars of Jesus’ day clearly understood that Jesus
taught He was God.

1. Jesus emphasizes three particular statements with His, “truly, truly,” introduction, vv
19, 24, 25.  In the first He declares that He has comprehensive knowledge about the Father’s activities 
and that He does everything in the exact same manner as the Father does.  

2. This equality of comprehensive knowledge between the Father and the Son is due to the
love which exists between the Father and the Son, v20.  How contrary it is for the Sanhedrin not to 
love the One whom the Father loves?  Jesus begins His first reply by stressing the unity between 
Himself and the Father.

3. But what is the point of the “truly, truly” statement?  It is that because of the Son’s
relationship with the Father the Son will do even greater works than what He has been doing?
What are these greater works?  What are the works which He has been doing?  Water into wine; 
healing of terminally ill son, restoration of the lame man.

4. The greater works which Jesus will do are give life to the dead, v21, and judge all men at
the great day of judgment, v22.  This is a clear claim to divinity since all the Jews understood the 
teaching of the Old Testament that life and judgment are two prerogatives of God alone.  God alone is 
the Fountain of Life, Genesis 2:7; Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6; 2 Kings 5:7; Job 10:12; Psalm 
36:9.  God alone is the judge of all, Genesis 18:25; Judges 11:27; Acts 17:31.

5. Since any person of the Trinity has the divine prerogative of judgment why
particularly has this task been assigned for the Son to perform?  v23 declares that the Father has 
designated Jesus to be judge in order to honor Him.  This again flows out of the Father’s love for His 
Son.  The Father places His beloved Son in the spotlight of all history!  

6. What should we think of Jews who are today zealous for the rituals and ceremonies
of the Mosaic administration yet know not Christ? v23 is unambiguous.  No Son no Father!  See 1 
John 2:22-23; 4:14-15.

7. In Jesus’s 2nd “truly, truly” statement, v 24, He brings together these two divine
prerogatives of life and judgment declaring that they center in Him.  Life or judgment is determined by
whether or not you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  There is no other alternative.
Jesus does not countenance religious pluralism with its corollary multiculturalism.  It is Jesus or 
death.  This must be the message and manner of the Church of the Lord Jesus!

8. In Jesus’s 3rd “truly, truly” statement, v25, He teaches about two resurrections.  The
1st being spiritual life the 2nd being physical, bodily and unto judgment for all who have not 
participated in the 1st resurrection.  We see this same language in John’s Revelation 20:5-6, 14.

9. It is through preaching that dead sinners hear the word of Christ and are made alive,
resurrected so as never to face nor fear the second death, hell.  Do you have the Son?


