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Today Part II

Last week we began a sermon series that focuses on how we 
are to prepare for heaven.  As Paul writes in Philippians 2:12, 
“Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.”  We are 
to work towards heaven.  It is not our works that save us Ephesians 
2:8&9 makes it very clear but rather our works as we will see come 
from a heart of faith.  Rather our works as we will see come from a 
heart of faith a heart devoted to God.  James says, “Faith without 
works is dead.”  Last week we saw that it was Christ’s custom God’s 
command and Paul’s admonition to go to church and we saw that the 
writer to the Hebrews said that, today is the day to make that change 
the day to make the change of going to church the day to make the 
change of living a life fro God.  

This week we continue our journey.  We will explore our 
individual thoughts, actions, words and relationships with others.  To 
begin with our thoughts and actions Jeremiah writes in Chapter 
17:10, “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind to reward a 
man according to his conduct according to what his deeds deserve.”  
You see God searches the heart or our mind because that is what 
guides our actions.  This is why Jesus say in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed 
are the pure in heart.”  A pure heart will lead to pure actions.  And 
why Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 4:5, “He will expose the motives of 
men’s hearts.”  Our heart or our mind our faith should motivate us to 
live a life of good works in fact Paul prays in Colossians 1:10, “We 
pray this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may 
please Him in every way bearing fruit in every good work growing the 
knowledge of God.”  The fact is that God will judge everyone and 
what we do or don’t do will be a criterion since what we do or don’t do 



is an expression of where our heart is or what we believe.  Jesus 
says in Luke 16:17. “It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear 
then for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the law.”  That least 
stroke we talked about several months ago, it’s a tiny embellishment 
to a letter, the law the Ten Commandments are still enforced.  This is 
what Jesus tells us and so how we follow them and what we do does 
matter because they are enforced.  

In fact if you consider the writings of Proverbs 6:16-18 we see 
how God views some of the actions that are opposed to those 
commandments.  The writer says, “There are six things the Lord 
hates.  Seven that are detestable to Him.”  The first thing is a haughty 
eye.  What are haughty eyes?  The person who’s proud, a person 
who is self-centered.  They do what they want to do and they don’t 
care about others which is totaling against commandments 1-10 
because the first 4 commandments deal with our relationship with 
God and God is to come first and the rest deal with our relationship 
with man kind they are to come before us too because we are to be 
servants to all mankind.  Then a lying tongue that’s addressed 
specifically in the commandments, “you are not to bear false witness.”  
Hands that shed innocent blood that’s covered again, “thou shall not 
kill.”  A heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush 
into evil again this covers all ten commandment because a heart that 
devises wicked schemes is going to covet, seek adultery, is going to 
skip worship, is going to disrespect parents.  You see we are judged 
by what we do we call these sins of commission.  We commit them 
because we do it we are also judged by things we don’t do.

These are sins of omission because we omit what we should 
do.  What’s an example of omission?  Jesus makes it real clear in 
Matthew 25 where he says, “I was hungry you gave me nothing to 
eat.  I was thirsty you gave me nothing to drink.  I was a stranger you 
did not invite me in.  I needed clothes and you did not clothe me.  I 
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.”  What is Jesus 
upset with?  We did nothing but doing nothing is also a sin it’s a sin of 
omission.  

To prepare for heaven we must examine our hearts and ask is 
God on the throne of our heart?  And the way you can tell if you live 
for Him is you can answer this question in the affirmative.  If arrested 
for being a Christian would there be enough evidence to convict you?  
From our thoughts and the actions that come out of them we know 
get specific with some of those actions and the first action is our 



words.  Let me share a Bible verse that shocked, scared and sobered 
me.  Jesus himself says in Matthew 12:36, “I tell you that men will 
have to give account on the Day of Judgment for every careless they 
have spoken.”  Every careless word they have spoken not just some 
every time our tongue slips.  And according to Jesus God remembers 
them all.  What are careless words?  Well lets start with the first 
mention of how our tongues should be used in Exodus 20:7, “do not 
take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”  We are not to carelessly 
use God’s name in vain.  Last week I watched Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition, I like that show they always help people out but what 
upsets me is last week was the epitome of it.  This mother and her 
children came into her house every single room was “Oh my God!”  
How many times have you heard people say “Jesus Christ” in fact 
have you heard people given Him a middle initial or a middle name 
and often times that middle name is a foul word.  When we carelessly 
condemn when we carelessly curse when we carelessly swear every 
one of those is wrong and God doesn’t forget a single one.  

When I taught students would pick up on this and they would 
say God’s name in vain we cant condemn something we cant curse 
something we’re not to swear and they would say but the Bible 
doesn’t say we cant cuss its not forbidden. I would have to take them 
to Ephesians 4:29 that says, “do not let any unwholesome talk come 
out of your mouth.”  That would be cussing, ridicule of others, 
berating an individual, saying racist things, gossiping.  Paul 
continues, “but only what is helpful for building other up according to 
their needs that it may benefit those who listen.” We are not to let 
anything unwholesome come out of our mouth since we are to build 
others up this eliminates gossip.  Gossip tears others down talking 
behind other people’s backs, the goal of separating people and 
causing dissention.  How bad does God view a heart of dissention? 
Let’s go back to Proverbs 6, a false witness who pours out lies and a 
man who stirs up dissention among brothers these are detestable to 
god.  God does not look kindly on the person who gossips behind 
other’s backs, He does not look kindly on those who use a time like 
fellowship hour to spread dissention, God does not look kindly on 
those who would use Bible study time to talk about others in fact He 
finds them all detestable.  Instead Ephesians 4:24 tells us, “speak 
truthfully.”

I’d like to share a little saying that Dr. Bentley said its always 
stuck with me, “speak the truth in love don’t always love to tell the 



truth.”  If the truth does not build up don’t say it.  James speaks 
specifically about the tongue in James 3 I think he sums it up in 
verses 9&10 where he says, “with the tongue we praise out Lord and 
Father and with it we curse men who have been made in the likeness 
of God.  Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing my brothers 
this should not be so.”  When it comes to our tongue we are to bless 
not curse, praise not gossip, encourage not spread dissention, build 
up not tear down.

Finally we look at how we treat others going back to Matthew 
Jesus blesses those who feed the hungry, give drink to those who 
thirst, clothe those in need, visit the sick and those in prison.  We do 
encourage and build up with what we say.  Hebrews 6:10 tells us, 
“God is not unjust He will not forget your work and the love you have 
shown Him as you have helped His people and continue to help 
them.”  May our thoughts, our actions, our word and our interaction 
with each other be pleasing in his sight build up the body of Christ 
and bring glory and honor to His name.

In our Savior’s name, Amen


