Sunday, September 12, 2021

Reading of Holy Scripture 1Corinthians 8: 1-13; 10:
23-30

1Corinthians 8: 1-13
"Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love
builds up. 2if anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. 3 Butif anyone loves
God, he is known by God.

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no
God but one.” ®

many “lords”— ® yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,

For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

" However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an
idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat,
and no better off if we do. ° But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the
weak. '° For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his

? 1 And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother

conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols
for whom Christ died. *2 Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against
Christ. 3 Therefore, if food makes my brother

stumble, | will never eat meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

1 Corinthians 10: 23-30
B “p|l things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” but not all things build up. 2* Let no one seek
his own good, but the good of his neighbor. % Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the
ground of conscience. % For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” %’ If one of the unbelievers invites you to
dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you without raising any question on the ground of
conscience. % But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the sake of the one
who informed you, and for the sake of conscience— ?° | do not mean your conscience, but his. For why should my liberty
be determined by someone else’s conscience? 005 partake with thankfulness, why am | denounced because of that for

which | give thanks?
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[ The Facts about Spiritual Reality

II.  The Facts about All Christians

A. The Flaunting Stronger Brother

B. The Participating Mature Brother
C.
D
E

The Non-Participating Mature Brother

. The Susceptible Confused Brother

The Professional Weaker Brother

II.  Commending True Christian Brotherhood



