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BAPTISM PICTURES:  
THE WORK OF SALVATION 

COLOSSIANS 2-3 
 

 
Tonight the waters of baptism symbolize our new life in Christ. Baptism portrays or 
pictures what God has done in us through Christ. Open with me to Colossians 2:11, 
actually v. 8-12 is one long sentence with one primary clause1 starting in v.8, and six 
secondary clauses, each with a verb extending all the way down to v.12. 

 
Colossians 2:11-15  (NKJV)11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision 
made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being 
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive 
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 having wiped out the 
handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has 
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities 
and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 

 
As you saw each of those who were baptized coming up out of the water, they portray 
going into the water old, dead, and lost; and coming up new, fresh, and alive. 
 
So baptism portrays salvation; and salvation gives us: 
 
NEWNESS OF LIFE INTO WHICH  
WE ENTER AND LIVE 
 
Baptism is the reminder we are in a whole new life now that we are saved.  
We used to be in a membership with some powerful bullies that were always threatening 
and holding us hostage.  
 
No more. Christ defeated them and all we have to do is remind ourselves and them of 
this fact. We are sons of the owner, they have no power over us unless we give it to 
them! 
 
We who have been baptized declare that through Christ, God has given us: 
 

                                                
1 Secondary clauses are:v.8 we are not to get taken captive; v. 9 He dwells in us; v. 10 we are complete; v. 11 we have been 
circumcised; v. 12a we have been buried; v. 12b we have been raised. 
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LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 1: SALVATION  
MEANS A HEART THAT IS NEW 
 

Colossians 2:11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made 
without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision 
of Christ, NKJV 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES WE HAVE A HEART THAT IS NEW: this speaks of spiritual heart 
circumcision (Ezekiel 36:26-27), or the work of salvation as Christ is putting off our 
old person  

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 2: SALVATION MEANS  
A PAST THAT IS BURIED AND FOREVER GONE 
 

Colossians 2:12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. NKJV 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES WE HAVE A PAST THAT IS BURIED: of our burial with Christ  
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 3: SALVATION  
MEANS A FRESH, NEW BEGINNING 
 

Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses, NKJV 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES: of our new life in Christ  

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 4:SALVATION MEANS  
AN END TO ALL GUILT, ALL MY SINS ARE ON JESUS 
 

Colossians 2:14a having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross. NKJV 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES: the end of any condemnation against us. 

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 5: SALVATION  
MEANS I HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR 
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Colossians 2:14b having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having 
nailed it to the cross. NKJV 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES: I have nothing left to fear. 

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 6: SALVATION MEANS  
I AM FREED FROM LEGALISM & EXTERNALISM  

Colossians 2:15-23 (NKJV)Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a 
public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.16 So let no one judge you in 
food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a 
shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. 18 Let no one cheat you 
of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding 
into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit 
together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from 
God.20 Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, 
why, as though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations—
21 “Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 22 which all concern things which 
perish with the using—according to the commandments and doctrines of men? 
23 These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, 
false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence 
of the flesh. 

 
BAPTISM DECLARES: I am freed, and don’t have to conform to anyone’s rules but 
God’s. 

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 7: SALVATION MEANS  
I CAN SAY NO TO SIN & MEAN IT! 
 

BAPTISM DECLARES: I am freed, and don’t have to surrender to my old habits, 
fears, and sins that enslaved me for so long. 

 
Colossians 3:1-10 (NKJV) If then you were raised with Christ, seek those 
things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.5 Therefore put 
to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, 
passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 
these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 
7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.8 But now 
you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
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filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you 
have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man 
who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created 
him,  

 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 1: SALVATION  
MEANS A HEART THAT IS NEW 
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 2: SALVATION MEANS  
A PAST THAT IS BURIED AND FOREVER GONE 
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 3: SALVATION  
MEANS A FRESH, NEW BEGINNING 
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 4:SALVATION MEANS  
AN END TO ALL GUILT, ALL MY SINS ARE ON JESUS 
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 5: SALVATION  
MEANS I HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR 
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 6: SALVATION MEANS  
I AM FREED FROM LEGALISM & EXTERNALISM  
 
LIFE TRANSFORMING TRUTH # 7: SALVATION MEANS  
I CAN SAY NO TO SIN & MEAN IT! 
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Appendix Articles on Baptism 
 
THE CLEANSING BLOOD OF JESUS: 

1 Peter 3:21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the 
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It 
saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
 
1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

 
THE ENVELOPING SPIRIT (I COR 12:13) AS WE HAVE PARTICIPATION IN THE 
ATONING DEATH AND GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR SAVIOR 
 

1 Corinthians 12:13  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether 
Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

 
 
REMEMBER WHATNEW TESTAMENT BAPTISM IS: 
 
Christian Baptism is an ordinance immediately instituted by Christ himself, and designed 
to be observed in the Church until the end of the age. Baptism means identification. In 
New Testament baptism it involves identification with Christ in His death and 
resurrection. Being baptized in the name of Christ (Acts 2:38) stresses association with 
Christ. Although Romans 6:4–5 refers to Spirit baptism and not water baptism, the 
passage nonetheless illustrates the meaning of water baptism. It is a public declaration 
that the believer has been united to Christ by faith in His death and resurrection. 
Immersion is the most appropriate mode of baptism, not only because the Greek word 
behind it connotes immersion but even more importantly because that is the only mode 
that symbolizes burial and resurrection. 
 

1. BAPTISM ALWAYS PORTRAYS my new relationship with God. Matthew 
28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen. (KJV) 

2. BAPTISM ANNOUNCES MY PLEDGE of allegiance to Christ, as I am baptized 
into the name of the Triune God, and fellowship with Him. 1 Corinthians 12:13 
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or 
Gentiles, whether [we be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into 
one Spirit. (KJV) Galatians 3:26-27 For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ. (KJV) 

3. BAPTISM ALWAYS PARALLELSa confession of faith [Acts 2:38, 41; 8:12; 
9:17-18; 10:45, 48: 16:30-33] 
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4. BAPTISM WAS ALWAYS PARTof the obedience of faith. Faith demands 
action, and an immediate action is baptism! 

5. BAPTISM WAS ALWAYS PRESENTEDas a command. An unbaptized Christian 
is alien to the NT. Baptism was not an option, it was obedience to a command. 

6. BAPTISM WAS ALWAYS ONLY FOR THOSE WHO HAD ALREADY 
PERSONALLYconfessed Christ. Only believers were baptized. No infants or 
children that could not confess Him for themselves were baptized! 

7. BAPTISM WAS ALWAYS TO PORTRAYpurification. [Acts 2.38; 22.16; Titus 
3.5; Hebrews 10:22; I Peter 3.21; Revelation. 1.5]  

 


